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"lod of aries myſelf: with a man 
who is much better able to reſolve the donbts 
which he PEopoleds: than the Prion. to hoo he 
ſeat t them. 81 Mo xt ld e 
-L am not ok 1025 opinion with n to * 
tiſm and deſpotic pri It appears to me hor- 
| rible and: abſurd to. the laſt degree, that a whole 
NY people ſhould blindly | ſp bject themſelves to the ca- 
price of one, even if be were an angel. For my 
own part, I would not live under him a ſingle day. 
This angel may become in a moment a monſter, 
rhirſting after blood. Deſpotiſma i is to me the moſt 


* The three fit lens are not Voltaire 5; - wat ſuppoſed t to 


be written by the celebrated autuelor W des Loix 
| and | ſeem worthy of him. 
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and eſpecially in our own, there ſhould be ſo few 
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abominable and diſguſtful of all bad governments; 


man is perpetually cruſhed, debaſed, and degrad- 
ed by it. Look into hiſtory, ancient and modern, 
if ever there was one upon earth that was not an 


Inſult on mankind, and the diſgrace of human na- 


ture. Monarchy would doubtleſs be the beſt of 
governments, if it was poſſible to find ſuch kings 


as Henry IV. the only one who ever deſerved the 


homage and veneration of his ſubjects. Kings 
ſhould always be brought᷑ up in the ſchool of af. 
fliction, as this great man was; ſuch alone are 
truly great, and the lovers of mankind. Before 
we can feel for the misfortunes of others, we muſt 
ourſelves have been unfortunate. But on the o- 
ther hand, the hearts of princes, corrupted by 


proſperity, and the ſlaves of pride and folly, are 


inacceſſible to pity, and inſenſible of true glory. 
I am not at all ſurpriſed, that in monarchies, 


princes worthy of eſteem. Incircled by corruptors, 
knaves, and hypocrites, they accuſtom themſelves 
to look upon their fellow- creatures with diſdain, 


and ſet no value on any but the ſycophants, who 


careſs their vices, and live in perpetual idleneſs and 
inactivity. Such is generally the condition of a 
-monarch-; great men are always ſcarce, and great 
_ more ſo. _ Ad dd to this, that the ſplendor of 
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. a monarchy is ſhort and tranſitory, France is al- 
ready ſunk into miſery and diſgrace ; an age more 
will annihilate her, or ſhe will fall a prey to the 
firſt intrepid conqueror. 

The Engliſh government has nothing to ſup- 
port it but a deluſive outſide, extremely flattering 
to the people, who fancy themſelves the ſole go- 
vernors. I do not know any country where it is 

more eaſy to create ſuch open diſſentions as may 

overthrow the ſtate. A man of ſenſe and genero- 
ſity may, in ten years time, erect himſelf into a 
deſpotic prince with more fafety at London than 
at Moſkow : remember Cromwell. Money alone 
is ſufficient to corrupt the whole parliament. 

The great, ever fond of riches and power, and 
proſtrate at the feet of fortune, who always at. 
tend the throne, will promote the views of their 
- maſter; and the great once gained over, this fan. 
tom of liberty, which appeared at intervals in the 
convulſive motions of the commons, which awak- 
ens, ſhakes itſelf, and ſoon vaniſhes, will be to- 
tally annihilated at the firſt ſignal given by the ſup- 
preme ruler, 

I know indeed of no monarchy that is fixed, 
_ conſtant, and perfect; the wiſeſt kings oppraſe 
their ſubje&s to arrive at deſpotiſm. Adieu, my 


* live in freedom and obſcurity. Solitude | 
A 2 | 
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content. The fooliſh and the wicked, ſeen afar off, 
will only excite your eee ; to | look. 
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you are indebted for every thing, and for which 


. will procure you. the beſt and trueſt pleaſure, K. 5 


nearly 
upon them, would: raiſe OR * ad * 


Nation. 8 : ; „ 
I write this in haſte; v wewill treat ALLA 


fully in the free intercourſe of guiltleſs friendſhip. 


O VU. aſk me in what country a man may en- 
joy the moſt perfect liberty? In every place, 
my dear Philintus, where there are men and laws, 


The wiſe man is free even in the court of a ty- 
rant; becauſe his happineſs: depends on himſelf. 


Reaſon and conſcience are the throne of his liber- 
ty. It is not in the power of fortune, injuſtice, 
or any thing elſe to unhinge his ſoul, or diſturb 


his repoſe. He rejoices in himſelf, and his Joy is 


always calm, permanent, and delightful. - 

Would you, my friend, becauſe you. PR vio- 
lence and iniquity every day committed by wicked 
miniſters, by the rich and great, by almoſt every 
man in place and power; would you therefore in - 
tirely baniſh yourſelf from that ſociety to which 


8 E * U * D. N BY 
Auer honeſt and good member of it ſhould yield up 
all, without repining at the injuries which he ſuf- 
fers from it? Becauſe a prince buries himſelf in 
- Noth and debauchery; becauſe he perſecutes, op- 
_ : Preſſes, and deſtroys, ſhall you become an exile 
from your country, leave your friends, and deſert 
the poor and afflicted, who apply to vou for re- 
lief, and rend your heart with their complaints 2 
No, my friend, you have too much ſeuſihillty. 
Deſpiſe the unjuſt and cruel prince; but love man- 
kind, and above all the unfortunate and diſtreſſed. 
Avoid the impetuous whirlwinds of a court ; for- 
get, if poſſible, that your king is ſurrounded with 
perverſe, wicked, and oppreſſive men, who laugh 
at his ignorance, and avail themſelves of his weak- 
neſs. Fly to retirement, in ſearch of that repoſe, 
a friendſhi p and felicity, which are never to be found 
in the ſeats of power and grandeur, or in the dan- 
gerous and deluſive tumults of a noiſy metropolis. 
Bring with you a few friends, as worthy and ſen- 
ſible as yourſelf. Read Plato, Mortagte, Charron, 
and Rebelais; exerciſe yourſelf in acts of kind- 
neſs to the poor labourers, the only creatures up- 
on earth who are always miſerable. perpetually 
toiling to ſupply the neceſſities of nature, and vic- 
tims to the cruel rapacity of. the  farmers-general, 


who grind and oppreſs them. 


6 LI TT 


Thus will you enjoy the moſt delicate and 10 
ly of all pleaſures, the pleaſure of doing good, the 


only conſolation that can reconcile us to the mi- 


ſeries of human life, When once you are habitu · 
ated to a conntry life, joy and peace will revive in 
your difquieted and uneaſy mind, which will grow 
ſtrong and great, raiſing itſelf by degrees to the 
celeſtial regions of genius and philoſophy. There, 


free as the air you breathe, throw out your thoughts 
as they ariſe; your ſoul will then ſhoot forth ſuch 
divine flames as ſhall warm and enlighten even the 
cold and ignorant. When you have filled your pa- 
per, arrange and correct the whole, and I will tell 


you with. the utmoſt freedom my opinion of it, 
Adieu, my dear friend : with a heart of ſuch de. 


licate ſenſibility as yours is, youth, health, and a 
| tolerable fortune, you muſt be HAPPY, if *_— 
neſs is the portion of virtue. 


LETTER III. 

OV are right, my dear Philinthus, in be- 
lieving and aſſerting to all your friends that 
education makes the man. That alone is the pa- 
rent of every virtue; it is the moſt ſacred, the 
malt uſeful, and at the ſame time the moſt neg- 


lected thing in almoſt every ſtation of life. But 
too many vague and impracticable rules have been 
laid down on this important ſubject. Even the 
wiſe Locke, the great inſtructor of mankind, 1s 
ſometimes miſtaken, like other writers. All edu- | 
cation ſhould have an eye to government, or we 


loſe our aim. The man of patience and under- 
ſtanding will conſider well the mind he has to form 


aud inſtruct; he will infuſe by little and little max- 
ims adapted to his age, and ſuited to his genius, 
rank, and capacity, | I know that there are ſome 
ſoils barren and ungrateful, and which will never 
anſwer the labour of the cultivator. But beſides 
that ſuch are very uncommon, I am inclined to 
ſuſpect, that frequently the tiller has neither 
ſtrength nor ſkill _— to 48 into and improve 
it as he ought. 
Tk here is one radical vice in France, which may 
perhaps never be extirpated, becauſe, it comes from 
the women, who, amongſt us, interfere in every 
thing, and in the end ruin and deſtroy every thing. 
A child is ſoon ſpoiled i in their hands, from two 
years old to ſix, when he is delivered, without con- 
ſideration, to a man whom he has neither ſeen nor 
known, The tutor, perhapsa fellow of no charac- 
ter, takes charge of him, not from inclination, but 


merely for his own intereſt. For ten ſucceeding 


| VEG, 


K LETTER | 
years he vegetates in the e cents; of acallege, | | 2 


or in the unimproving converſe and ſociety of prat 


ing, females of quality. T heſe tutors N 


appointed by the women, who ſeldom look an 
further than the outſide; never. conſidering per- 


| ſonal merit, which they have not ſenſe enough to 
| diſtinguiſh, having 1 never habituate themſelves : . 


reflect one moment on any thing ſerious or ulefy]. 15 


Another circumſtance highly prej judicial to edu- 


cation, aud which diſguſts and deters men, of we. 


rit from engaging in it, is the little regard paid o 
the tutor or preceptor, who ought. to, b be reſpett- | 
ed as a father, whoſe place he is in a great, meaſure 
intended to ſupply: be to "whom 1 is intruſted the. 
neir of an illuſtrious name and family; be who i is 
to form the worthy citizen, and the good ſubject; 
whois to do"honour to his rank and character, 
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and become the glory of his cou otry.” Such are 7 


the men, charged as they are with ſo important an 


office, who, in the faſhionable world, are ſo often 
deſpiſed and ill treated, and even ſometimes ſuffer- 
ed to periſn for want. Such abuſes, if they become 
general, muſt point out a ſhameful and univerſal - 
depravity of manners. Our nobility indeed are free 
from this reproach; if they pay but indifferently, 
they make amends by the weight of their intereſt, 
and 8 <n82810g om for oe {wall 
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appointment which their fortune will permit them 
to allow. Your rich financiers, on the other hand, 


 Whoare naturally moroſe, proud, and oſtentatious, 
ſeldom pay a man without affronting him; having 
nothing but money to give, they gorge you with 


0 In France the women ruin every thing, becauſe 
they think themſelves: fit for every thing, and the 


men are weak and childiſh enough to humour their 
caprice. Nature notwithſtanding made them but 


to obey, and the weakneſs of their conſtitution e- 
very day points out to us the weakneſs of their ſex. 


With regard to education, it is worſe at court than 
in any other place; the governor having a deſpotic 


power over his pupil, ſuffers him to grow up in ig- 


norance and idlenefs, fills his head with the non- 


ſenſe of faſhion, and puffs him up with the notion 
of his own rank, and a contempt of the inſignificant 


creatures that crawl beneath him. Every thing a- 


round him is to be made ſubſervient to his plea- 
ſore or advancement. Every thing is to fall down 
before him on the firſt notice. He never talks to 


him concerning the royal virtues that adorn a 


throne, juſtice, courage, beneficence, intrepidity, 

and the love of glory; and therefore it is, that, 

amongſt our kings, we never fee a great man for 

I call not the conqueror by that name, but rather 
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conſider him as the terror, ſcourge, and diſerace ; 
of human kind; one whom the people are bound 


by their own intereſt to deſtroy, as ſoon as the 
flame of his ambition breaks forth in e of 


ſlaughter and oppreſſion. 


Lewis XII. was honeſt and juſt; bay weak <= 
ignorant. Francis I. a vain boaſter, cruel, and a 
Pretender to wit. Henry IV. brave and magna- 
nimous; but too much given to women ever to 


become a philoſopher. Lewis XIV. at once the 


greateſt and meaneſt of mankind, would have ex- 
celled all the monarchs in the univerſe, if he had 
not been corrupted in his youth by baſe and ambi- 
tious flatterers. A ſlave during his whole life to 


pride and vain glory, he never really loved his ſub- 


jects, even for a moment; yet expected at the ſame 
time, like a true arbitrary prince, that they ſhould 


ſacrifice themſelves to his will and pleaſure. In- 


toxicated with power and grandeur, he imagined 
the whole world was made but to promote his hap- 


pineſs. He was feared, obeyed, idolized, hated, 


mortified, and abandoned. He lived like a ſultan, 
and died like a woman. His reign was immorta- 
lized by the loweſt of his ſubjects. | 

It is therefore, my dear Philinthus, impoſſible | 
there ſhould ever be a great man amongſt our kings, 
who are made brutes and fools of all their lives, by 
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PT VAST 


a ſet of "7 FORINY wretches, who ſurround and be · 
ſet them from on _ to the L e _ 


LETTER Iv. 


To * L Abbẽ D'OLIVE T. Chancellor of the 
8 French Academy. 


Ferney, Aug. 20» 1767 


O U adviſed me, my dear chancellor, to 
write notes only on thoſe pieces of Corneille 
1. 7585 are in poſſeſſion of the ſtage. This I ſup- 
poſe you did with a view of lightening my burden, 


and I acquieſced in it; not ſo much from idleneſs, 


as from the deſire I had of gratifying the public 


with more expedition : but I perceive that my re- 


treat has afforded me greater leiſure than I imagin- 
ed it would ; and having already commented all 


the plays that are ated, find that I have ſtill time 


to make ſome uſeful obſervations on the reſt. 
There are {ome curious anecdotes worth know- 


ing, particularly with regard to my remarks on 


the language. - I find, for inſtance, ſeveral words 
grown obſolete amongſt us, and even totally for- 


gotten, which our neighbours the Engliſh make 


uſe of with ſucceſs. They have a term to ſignify 
B 2 
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true comic pleaſantry, that gaiety and urbanity, 
thoſe natural ſallies which eſcape a man even with- 
out his own conſciouſneſs of them. This idea they 
expreſs by the word * humour, which they pro- 
nounce y4mour, and which they imagine is poſſeſſ- 
ed by themſelves alone, and that other nations have 
no term which ſufficiently marks out this ſpecies 
of wit: it is notwithſtanding an old word in our 
language, and uſed in this ſenſe in ſeveral of the 
comedies of Corneille. When I ſay that this hu- 
mour is a kind of urbanity, I apply myſelf only to 
the man of letters, who muſt know how ſtrange- 
ly we have wreſted the word + urbanitas to polite- 
neſs, though the Latin was certainly received at 
Rome in another ſenſe, and meant preciſely what 
the Engliſh call humour: in this ſenſe it is taken 
by Horace, when he ſays, 9 55 
Frontis ad urbanæ deſcend: præmia- 
The definition which Mr. Voltaire has here given us of 
humour, conſidered as a ſpecies of wit, ſeems to be a very 
imperfect one. Mr. Addiſon has indeed obſerved (ſee Spec- 
tator, No 35.) that it is much eafier to deſcribe what is not 
humour than what is, and very difficult to define it, other- 
wiſe than as Cowley has done wit, by negatives. Mr. Ad- 
diſon bas likewiſe remarked, in another place (Spectator, 
N® 616.) that ridicule is never more ſtrong than when it is 


concealed in gravity : that true humour hes in the thought, 
andariſes from the repreſentation of images in odd circumſtan- 


ces, and uncommon lights. | | 
-+ Te hominem non ſolum ſapientem, verum etiam ut nenc 
loquimur, urbanum, ſays Tully. And in another place, 


Homo facetus, inducis ſermonem facetum & urbanum. 
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pointed. We have no word at preſent to expreſs 
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and never in any other, in that ſatire attributed to 

Petronius, and which ſo many taſteleſs critics have 

e call of chat name. . i 
The word partie (or part) is likewiſe to be met 


with in Corneille's comedies, and made to ſignify 


wit: ſuch a man has parts, as the Engliſh ſay: 
the term is an excellent one. It is the property of 
man to have nothing but parts; he has one ſpeci- 


es of wit, one kind of talent, but never poſſeſſes 
them all together. Tlie word wit is too vague an 


expreſſion, and when they tell you ſuch a man has 


wit, you have a right to aſk, of what ſort? 


How many words do we want now, which had 
great energy and ſtrength in the time of Corneille, 
and how much have we loſt, either from mere ne- 
gligence, or too much delicacy ! A time or a ren- 


dezvous was aſſigned or appointed: he who arrived 
at the place agreed on, and did not meet with the 


perſons who had made the promiſe, was * diſap- 


the preciſe ſituation of a man who keeps his word 


whilſt another breaks it. 
We have given up ſome phraſes abſolutely ne- 


* It ſeems rather extraordinary that when Mr. Voltaire 


was comparing the Engliſh and French words together, he 


ſhould forget our word diſappoint, and not obſerve, as he has 
done with regard to the word humour, that Mr. Corneille, 
and other writers of that time, moſt n took it from us. 


„„ nen 
ceſſary, which the Engliſh have happily availed 
_ themſelves of: a ſtreet or path-way, without a 
thoroughfare, was very properly expreſſed by the 
word nonpaſſe, or impaſſe, which the Engliſh have 
| imitated. We are forced now to make uſe of that 
low and vulgar phraſe culde-ſac, which occurs ſo 
often, and diſgraces the French language. 
T ſhould never have done with this article, were 
I to enumerate all' the happy phraſes which we 
borrowed from the Italians, and have ſince loſt : 
not that our -own language wants copiouſneſs or 
energy, but that it certainly might have more. 
What has robbed us of our moſt valuable ſtock is 
that heap of frivolous books which have lately ap- 
peared, writen in the ſtile of common converſation, 
and ſtuffed with modiſh phraſes, and improper ex- 
preſſions. We are impoveriſhed by our abundance, 
But I proceed to an article of more importance, 
and which has determined me to purſue my com- 
ments even to Pertharite. Amidſt theſe ruins we 
may find ſome hidden treaſures. Who would i- 
magine, for example, that in Pertharite one ſhould 
diſcover the ſeeds of Pyrrhus and Andromache, or 
that Racine had borrowed from it the ſentiments, 
or even the expreſſion ? And yet nothing is more 
true or ſelf-evident. Grimoald, in Corneille, 
threatens Rodclind that he will deſtroy her child | 


ſituation: 


F O u KT H. 15 


in the cradle, if ſhe will not conſent to marry him : 


* Son ſort eſt en vous mains; aimer ou dedaigner, 
Le va faire perir ou le faire regner. 
The choice is thine, to love or to deſpiſe; _ 


Io give your ſon a crown, or ſee him periſh. 


Pyrrhus ſays exactly the ſame thing in the fame 


— 


Je vous le dis, il faut, ou perir ou regner. 


I ſay again, a crown or death await you. 


Grimoald, in Corneille, is for puniſhing : 
op tt Sur ce fils innocent 
La durete d'un coeur fi peu reconnoiſſant. 

on the guiltleſsſon 

The cruel mother's baſe ingratitude. 
Pyrrhus fays, in Racine: 

Le fils me repondra des mepris de la mere. 
The ſon ſhall anſwer for the mother's ſcorn, - 
Nodelind ſays to Grimoald : 

Compre, . penſes y bien, & pour m'avoir aimee 


N'imprime point de tache à tant de renommee. 
Ne crois que ta virtu ; laiſſe la ſeule agir, 


II have given the original as well as a tranſlation of theſe 
paſſages, that thoſe who underſtand the French language may 
be better able to determine with regard to the. propriety of 


Mr. Voltaire's remarks on them. 


16 L E T DT E R 
Ve peur qu un tel effort ne o te donne A rougir; 


On publiroit de toi que le cœur d'une femme 
Plus que ta propre gloire, aurait touche ton ame; ; 
On diroit qu'un heros fi grand, ft renomme 
Ne ſeroit qu'un tyrant, Sil n avoit point aime, 
Think 3 on XN my lord, al jr ſtain A name 
Unſpotted yet, with inhumanity. 
Let virtue dictate, leſt you bluſh hereafter, 
When 'tis too late; it will be faid, the heart 
Of a weak woman had more pow'rful influence 
Than fame or glory: that this hero, long 
Renown di in arms, had been a ruthleſs tyrant, 
Andremdhe aps to Pyrrhus: 
Seigneur, que faites vous, | & que dira la Grece ? 
Faut il qu'un ſi grand cœur montre tant de foibleſſe, 
Et qu'un deſſein fi beau, ſi grand, fi genereux 
Paſſe pour le tranſport d'un eſprit amoureux? 
Non, non, d'un ennemi reſpecter la miſere, 
Sauver des malheureux, rendre un fils à ſa mere, 
De cent peuples pour lui combattre la rigueur, 
Sans lui faire payer ſon ſalut de mon cœur, 
Malgre moi, ſi'l le faut, lui donner un azile; 
Seigneur, voila des ſoins dignes du fils d' Achille. 


Conſider, ſir, how this will ſound in Greece! 
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How can ſo great a ſoul betray ſuch weakneſs ? 

Let not men ſay ſo gen'rous a deſign - 

* but the tranſport of a heart in love. a 
Fniirs 8 Diſtreſs d Mother: 755 


The . you ſee, runs through the 
whole, and the imitation is apparent; but Ican tell 


you more, and what will aſtoniſh you: all the 


ſcenes of Oreſtes and Hermione, at leaſt the foun- 
dation of them, are taken from Garibald and En- 
| duige, two obſcute characters in this obſcure and 
wretched piece; ſuch barbarous names alone would 
have been ſufficient to damn the play, which Boi - 
leau viſibly alludes to. where he ſays, 


Qui de tant de heros va choiſir Childebrand ? ? 
Amidſt ſo many heroes, Ro would chooſe 
A Childebrand ? - 


But Garibald, all Garibald as he is, plays exactly 


the ſame part with Enduige as Oreſtes does with 


Hermione ; Enduige loves Grimoald, as Hermione 
does Pyrrhus ; ſhe deſires Garibald to revenge her 
of a traitor, who quits her for Rodelind ; as Her- 
mione requeſts Oreſtes to revenge her on Manus, 


who deſerts her for Andromache. 


Enduige ſays, 


Pour gagner mon amour il faut ſervir ma haine. 
-Þ 
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To gain wy love OT er AE w 
Hermione ſays, NENT | ke: 


of 


Vengez moi. Je crois tout. 


my wrongs, and I believe them all. 
Ns $'d Mather, 


Ceribeld. 1 
Le Ch PO HPO" 2 & 8 uns W firm, 


Save vous de l'amour quelles ſont les amorces, 


Savez vous ce qu'il peut, & qu'un viſage aime _ 
Eſt toujours trop aimable à ce qu'il a, charme? 


Si vous ne m*abuſez, votre cœur vous abuſe, &c. 
And can you, madam ! Know you your own heart? 


Know you the ſtrong deluſive pow'r of love? 
Know you the face:ſhe once admir'd is ſtill 
Moſt beauteous in a doting woman's. eye? 

If you deceive not me, you are deceiv'd. 

By your own heart — 


Oreſtes. | 


Et vous le haiſſez ; 4 A le, madame ; ; Did: 


L'amour n'eſt pas un feu qu'on enterme en une 
Tout nous trahlt; la voix, le filence, les yeux ; 
Et les feux mal coverts n'en eclatent que mieux. 
You hate him then: alas ! the flames of love 
Are not ſo ſoon extinguiſh'd or conceal'd. 

Our looks, our words, nay ev'n our ſilence oft 


1 


% 
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Betrays us; ahd the fire that's ſmother'd o'er 
Breaks out afreſh, and only burns the fiercer. 


Theſe ideas which the genius of Corneille threw 
out by chance, without improving on them, the 
taſte of Racine gathered up, and formed into a 
complete work; he Picked out the gold de ftercore 


| Ennii. 


Corneille never Ms any friend, whilſt Ra- 


cine took the advice of Boileau ; and for this rea- 
ſon the former, from the publication of Heraclius, 


always declined; the latter roſe every day into high · 


er reputation. It is generally believed that Ra- 


eine enervated and diſgraced the ſtage by the love 


ſcenes which he perpetually brought upon it; but 


truth obliges me to acknowlege, that Corneille, 


and before him Rotrou, were e of the ſame 


fault. 
There is not one 5 their pieces which 3 is not, 


partly at leaſt, founded on this, paſſion; the only 
difference is, that they never treated it properly, 


never ſpoke to the heart, or made any impreſſion 


on it. Their love was never affecting, except in 


' thoſe ſcenes of the Cid, which are taken from the 
Guillain of de Caſtro. Corneille introduced love 


even into the terrible ſubject of Oedipus, which 
you may remember I was bold enough to attempt 
C 2 
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HEAR ſeven and forty years ago. I have now by | 


me a letter from Mr Dacier in 1714, to whom 1 


ſhewed my third act, imitated from ' Sophocles, 


wherein he adviſes me to reſtore the ancient cho- 


rus, and by no means to talk of love in a ſubject 
ſo ill adapted to it. I followed his advice, and 
read my piece to the comedians, who inſiſted on 
my withdrawing part of the chorus, and at leaſt 
bringing in ſome rememberance of love in the part 


of Philoctetes; that his ſentiments might make 


ſome amends, they ſaid, for Wn ed * Oe- 
dipus and Jocaſta. 

Even the little part of the chorus which I enn: 
ed was never (| ſpoken. Such was the horrid taſte 
of thoſe times, Some years after, Athaliah, 'that 
maſter-piece of dramatic writing, was exhibited ; 


the nation might have learned from thence that the 


ſtage could ſubſiſt without that ſpecies of dialogue 


which ſo often degenerates into eclogues and idyl- 


liums. But as Athaliah was ſupported by the 
pathos of religion, they imagined there was a ne- 
ceſſity for love in all profane ſubjects. 
At length Merope and Oreſtes have opened the 
eyes of the public. I am ſatisfied the author of 
Electra muſt think as I do in this reſpect, and that 
he would never have introduced two love- intrigues 
into the moſt ſublime and awful ſubject of anti- 


* 
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quity, if he had not been obliged to it by the 
vretched cuſtom eſtabliſhed of disfiguring every 


thing by theſe faſhionable puerilities: the ridicule 


of it was laſt found out, and the cuſtom exploded. 


Strangers laughed at us for a long time, but 


we knew nothing of it; we imagined it was im- 
poſſible for a woman to appear on the ſtage with- 
out ſaying I love, a hundred different ways, and 


in verſes loaded with botching epithets. Nothing 
was heard but * flamme and ame, feux and veux, 
cœur and vainqueur. But Corncille roſe far above 
theſe trifles in his Horace, - Cinna, Pompey, &c. 


all his pieces will furniſh me with entertaining a- 
necdotes, and intereſting refleftions. Do not be 
ſurpriſed if my commentaries ſhould ſwell into as 


many volumes as your Cicero. Prevail on the a- 


cademy to continue its kind protection to me, and 


its inſtructions, and above all aſſiſt it with your 


on example. The bookſellers of Geneva who 


have undertaken this edition by conſent of the 
company, aſſure me that nothing was ever publiſh- 


& at fo low a price; it is neceſſary indeed that it 
ſhould be ſo, that thoſe whoſe W not equal 


Flame, ſoul, fires, vows, heart, conqueror ; theſe don't 
rhime in Engliſh, and therefore could not be tranſlated: if 
the author had written in our tongue he would have ſaid, 
fire, defire, arms, charms, &c. 


77 2 s * 
ee e W. 
— 


x 
I | $ 
T = 
: 1 
3 
Il 2 
* 
4 
a 
: 
\ : 
b i 
is * 
0 n 
8 1 4 
* = 
p * 
* * o 
«4 
* 
q — {1-8 
KITS 
38171 
12141 
21 
12.3 
%x "3 
£ 1 
4 *& 6 
145 | 
18 
7 
4 7 * 
2 
* Fe 
o 2 
* 
A 7 
8 
e 
DT F 
5:7: B 
4 £2 : 
© 
. 
ar 
. 10 
$4 2 
1 
bs 2 
1 2 
82 i 
"= 
3 
Wd 4 
F 4. 
+ a : 
1 : 
» 4 
F 1 
* 
2 
A 5 
14 
1 
. . 
7 
q [1 
\ ? 
* 7 PS T % 
7) U ; 
4 19 
9 1 . 
33S . 
7 * 
3 : 3 
5 T3 
4 23 
$ & 
x 
3 
E4 
4 £45 
128 mY — 
5 Me 
. Ph. 
: Ss: 
4 24 2 
1 
1 8 * 
I * : 
_ 1 q 
= ES 
, CT 
: p A 
n 3 
71 
7 1 
1 
n 4 % 
5 13 5 
n ” 
. 3 . 
* * 
x * 
1 
. « 
3 
* 
23 
FX 
* x 
. 
1 
J » 
8 we 
7 
. is 
# 5 £06 
*X * 
* 4 4 
EY". 1 
44 7 
* if £ 
5 — 


— 
2 
** - PEE % 
72 
e ee Ret 
r r 
3 * g e 82 a 
OO. TE Re — 
A 


on! 


example of any thing ſo extraordinary as what has 


undertook the taſk with that zeal and alacrity, 


ed. 


and acquaintance. I aſſure you the fineſt pieces 


to their taſte and knowlege, may enjoy the benefit 
of it. It is intended to be made à preſent of to 
thoſe who are not in a capacity to purchaſe it: 
works are generally given to the rich and great, 
though the contrary ought moſt certainly to take 
places which is, with regard to this edition, the 
intention of ſome'of the moſt conſiderable perſons 
in the nation, who make it a point to pay all poſ- 
Tible honours to the great Corneille, almoſt a hun. 
dred years after his death, and 1 in is worſt of 


times. 
Our literary hiſtory cannot furoiſh us with an 


happened in regard to this affair, Two perſons 
whom 1 never had the honour of ſeeing, whom I 
never ſo much as wrote to or ſolicited, voluntarily 


without which it could not poſſibly have ſucceed- 


One of them is the dutcheſs of Gramont, who 
warmly patroniſed the ſcheme, prevailed on a con- 
ſiderable number of foreigners to ſubſcribe to it, 
and who, in ſhort, merely from generoſity and 
greatneſs of ſoul, has done for Mr Corneille, tho 
an utter ſtranger to her, every thing which could 
have been expected from a moſt intimate friend 


„ rn n T 


of the great Corneille himſelf never affected me 
more than this incident. 

Our other benefactor, would you 5 it? Is | 
the court Banker, Mr. Delaborde, who, without 
any knowlege of me, or acquainting me with this 
intention, procured above a hundred ſubſcriptions, 

which we never even heard of here till after it was 
done. Thus _ generouſly ſupported and eneour- 
aged, I took the Tiberty to addreſs the king, our 
great protector, to permit his name to be placed 
at the head of the ſubſcription : I flattered myfelf 
he would condeſcend to take fifty copies; he took 
two hundred, I applied for a dozen from his roy- 
al highneſs the infant duke of Parma, he ſubfcrib-. 
ed for thirty. Almoſt all the princes of the blood 
gave us their names. The duke of Choiſeul ſet 
himſelf down for twenty; the marchioneſsof Pom- 
padour, to whom I had not lo much as written, 
took fifty, her brother twelve. Amongſt the mem- 


of bers of our academy, the Count. Clermont, car- 
Z dinal de Bernes, marſhal Richelieu, and the duke 
, of Nivernois, diſtinguiſhed themſelves. | 

Mr. Watelet not only takes five copies, but is 


| fo good as to deſign and grave the frontiſpiece, aſ- 
; ſiſting us both with his genius and his purſe. But 
| | what will you ſay when I tell you that Mr. Bou- 
J : | | | 


= 1 T R 
ret, whom 1 rde know, has ſubſcribed for, * 
1 twenty ? | WY 

All this was done 1 any” notice. was given : 
5 printing it, and before it was known what 
would be the price of it. The. company of far- 
mers: general ſubſcribed for ſixty, and ſeveral fe > 
ther ſocieties have followed their exam ple. 4 bis c 

noble emulation becomes general: ſcarce was the 
firſt report of this edition ſpread in Germany, \ be- 

fore the Elector Palatine, and the dutcheſs of Saxe- 
gotha exerted themſelves in favour of it. At Lon- 
don we have my. lord Cheſterfield, lord Middle- 
ton, Mr, Fox the ſecretary of ſtate, the duke of 
Gordon, Mr Crawford, and ſeveral others. 

You ſee, my dear brother, how, whilſt poli- 
tics divide kingdoms, and fanaticiſm ſeparates fel- 
low - citizens, the belles lettres reunite them: what 
can reflect more honour and praiſe on the polite 
arts? As much as men deſpiſe and contemn thoſe 
who diſgrace literature by their infamous periodi- 
cal abuſe, and thoſe alſo who perſecute and op- 
preſs it, ſo much do they reſpect and honour Cor- 
neille in every part of Europe. 

The bookſellers of Geneva who have Ns TY 
en this edition, enter generouſly into the deſign 
of it. They are of a family who many years have 

been in the council ; one of them i is a member. 
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They are in ſhort men who think as they ought 
to think, and conſult not their intereſt but their 
reputation. They will receive no money from 
any one till after the delivery of the firſt volume; 
and give twelve or thirteen volumes iu octavo, 
with three and thirty fine prints for two louiſdors; 
a great deal muſt certainly be loft by this, it could 
not be done therefore by way of precabtion to ſe» 
cure the ſale of the copies; it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, and without the benefactions of the king, 
and the generoſity of thoſe who aſſiſted, the ſcheme, 
like many ather projects, would have been fitſt 
approved of, and then fallen to the ground. 

1 af pardon for the length of my letter, but 
commentators never know when to leave off, and 
yet generally ſay very little to the parpoſe, - 

If you have a mind 1 ſhould "IF * things, 
write to me, &c. | 


5 r n T 1 E * 
LETTERS. 
Mr. VOLTA IRE's Anſwer to | the Duke ol 
BOUILLON, who had written him a Letter 
in Verſe, on the Edition of CORNEILLE, 
publiſhed by him for the Bevolie of the Niece 
e e 1 5 


o ire like the marquis de la Farre, my 
tord, who began to diſcover his genius for 


poetry at about your age, when ſome certain more 


valuable talents ſeemed to deeline, and to acquaint 


him that there were other pleaſures reſerved for 
him. His firſt verſes were dedicated to love; his 


' ſecond to the abbe Chaulieu. Your firſt fruits 


were offered to me. This, my lord, was not al 
together juſt ; but I am the more obliged to you 


for it. You tell me, I have always triumphed o- 
ver my enemies; to you I am indebted for my 
greateſt triumph. | 

Midſt barren rocks the heedleſs poet daun 
Whilſt Corneille's daughter liſtens to his lays, 
Nor ſhall regret thy banks, delightful Seine, 
Whilſt he is prais'd and ſung by great Turenne. 
There ever is a kind retreat for me, 


/ 
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Or with Bellona, or Melpomene ; 33 2 | 
Favour'd by theſe, and ſuch as theſe alone, . 
I laugh at folly, malice, and Freron. 
*Tis double joy, and makes our' bliſs complete, 
To ſee pale envy proſtrate at our fee, 
To brave the rav'nous harpies, thus "ol 
From danger, gives new reliſh to the teaſt; 
And clam'rous * Berthier's calumnies to me, 
At diſtance heard, are pleaſant harmony. 


How ſweet it is, whilſt i in my Chloe 8 arms 
Content I ſit, enraptur'd with her charm, 
To write, inſpir'd by my ſuperior ſtate, | 
A ſatire on my wretched rival's fate, _ _ 

To make the whining fool in all ſubmit, 
And envy both the lover and the wit. 


But this, you'll ſay, is not a Chriſtian's part, 
To rail and perſecute : with all my heart; 

I grant, my lord, the pow'rful plea; but then 
You'll own with me that Chriſtians are but men: 
The world's a ſtate of warfare, and we know, 

In ev'ry place hath ev'ry man a foe. 

Midſt mortals here eternal quarrels riſe; 

0 we ner heard = battles in the ſkies, 


* The "FRE edition of theſe letters informs us, in à note, 
that this Berthier was formerly a Jeſuit, the profeſſed enemy 
of genius and literature; a kind of ſpy, employed by ſome 


' devotees of the court, from whom he received penſions. 
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The court, the army, and the church have fouphe 

For wealth, for pow'r, for ' fowething, r "er 85 
nought; ; 

Ev'n fake Parnaſſus, to Parvaſfos ſhame, - 

Hath fought with ardour for an empty name. © 


We ſit above, my friend, who better know, ER 
And laugh at all the little crowd below. | . 


Laughers as we are, my lord, we may Rill be 
doing good. Tour lordſhip I am ſure will to Mrs. 
| Corneille. - You have deſired me to tax you for as 

many copies as I pleaſe, If I conſulted your deart 
only, I ſhould rate you like the king, and put you 
down for two hundred; but as I know you are 
perpetually ſcattering your money abroad in every 
place, till ſometimes you are left without a ſhilling, 
I ſhall reduce you to ſix, and increafe the number 

as ſoon as I find you are turned exconomiſt, = 

[ beſeech your highneſs to MT your * 

for your poor Swiſs, 
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dre gh) 7 6; oh 7 "| 
eee TIER 
To the Duke of VA L1ERE, Grand Falconer. 


Y ou reſemble, my lord, the heroes of anci · 
ent chivalry, by thus expoſing your own per- 

ſon i in defence of your faithful followers, when in 
danger; bot the little error which you. led me in. 
to has been the means of dif] playing your profound. 
erudition, Few grand falconers would have de- 
_ livered the Sermanes Feſtivi, printed in 1502 Rail - 
lery apart, to put yourſelf in the breach for me, 
was an action worthy of your noble heart. 
You told me, in your firſt letter, that Urceus, 
Codrus was a great preacher j your ſecond informs. 
me he was a great liber tine, but no cordelier. You. 
aſk pardon of St. Francis aud all the ſeraphic order, 
for the contempt into which I am fallen. I join. 
with you, and put on my penitentials ; but it fill 
remains true, that the myſteries repreſented at the 
Hotel de Bourgogne were more decent than. moſt 
of our modern ſermons. Place. who we pleaſe in 
the room of Uxceus Codrus, and we ſhall yet be 
in the right, There is not a word in the myſte - 
ries offenſive to piety and good manners. Forty 
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people would never agree to write and act ſacred 
poems in French, that ſhould diſguſt the public by 
their indecency, and of courſe oblige' them to ſhut 
up their doors. But an ignorant preacher, who 
works by himſelf, and is accountable to none for 
what he does, who has no idea of decorum, may 
very probably advance ſome ridiculous thiogs in 
his ſermon, eſpecially when he delivers it in Latin. 
Such, for inſtance; are the diſcourſes of the cor- 
delier Maillard, which you undoubtedly have in 
your large and valuable collection; in bis ſermon 
on the Thurſday in the ſecond week of Vent, he 
addreſſes himſelf thus to the lawyers wives that 
wore gowns embroidered with gold. 

« You ſay you are cloathed according to rank; 
10 go to the devil, ladies, you and your rank toge - 
ce ther. You will tell me, perhaps your huſbands 
1 don't give us theſe fine gowns; we earn them 
by the induſtry of our own ſweet bodies: thirty 
*. thouſand devils take your 1 1 5 and your 
- bodies too.“ 

I will not put you to the bluſh, by quoting any 
more paſſages from brother Maillard; but if you 
will take the trouble to look into him, you will 
find ſome ſtrokes worthy of Urceus Codrus. Bro- 
ther Andrew and Minot were likewiſe famous for 
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their filthineſs. The Palpit was not indeed always 
polluted by obſcenity; ; but for a long time ſermons 
vuere little better than the myſteries of the Hotel 
de Bourgogne. | 

Tt muſt be acknowleged, that the members of 
what they call the reformed church in France, were 
the firſt that brought reaſoning and argument into 
their diſcourſes. When we want to change the 
ideas, and alter the principles of men, we muſt 
make uſe of reaſon ; but this was ſtill very far from 
eloquence... The pulpit, the bar, the ſtage, phi- 
loſophy, literature, theology, every thing we could 
boaſt of in thoſe times, ſome few particulars except- 
ed, were beneath the common pieces exhibited at 
a country fair. n 

Frue taſte was not eſtabliſhed amongſt us till 
the reign of Lewis XIV. It was this which long 
ſince determined me to attempt a ſlight ſketch of 
that glorious æra; and you muſt have obſerved, 
in that hiſtory, the age is my hero more than 
Lewis himſelf, what reſpe& and gratitude ſoever 
ey be due to his memory, 

It is true indeed, that, in general, our neigh- 
bours made no greater figures than ourſelves. How 
happened it that men could preach for ever, and 
yet preach ſo badly! and that the Italians, who 
had ſo long before ſhook off their barbarity in other 


reſpects, with regard to the pulpit were but ſo ma · 
ny harlequins with ſurplices on! Whilſt at the 
ſame time the Jeruſalem of Taſſo rival'd the lliad, 
and Orlando Furioſo ſurpaſſed the Od yſſey ; ; Paſtor 
Fido had no model in all antiquity, and Raphael 
and Paul Veroneſe actually performed what was 
only imagined of Zeuxis and Apelles, _ | 
You muſt certainly, my lord, have read the coun- 
cil of Trent. There is not a peer in the kingdom, 
I ſuppole, who does not peruſe ſome part of it e- 
very morning. You remember the ſermon at the 
opening of the council by the biſhop of. Bitonto, 
He proves, firſt, that the council is neceſſary, 
becauſe ſeveral councils have depoſed kings and em- 
perors Secondly, becauſe, in the Eneid. Jupi- 
ter aſſembles a council of the gods. Thirdly, be- 
cauſe, at the creation of man. and the building of 
Babel, God attended to it in the manner of a coun» 
cil. He inſiſts on it, a little after, that the coun- 
cil ſhould reduce themſelves to thirty, like the he- 
roes in the Trojan ho ſe. And, finally, aſſerts, 
that the gate of Paradiſe and the gate of the coun- 
cil was the ſame thing. That living water flowed 
| from it, with which the holy fathers ſhould ſprin- 
kle their hearts, which were as dry lands; or, in 
leu of this, that the Holy Ghoſt would open their 


mouths like the mouths of Balaam and Caiphas. 


| This, my Jord, was — before all the ge · 


| tad ſtates of Chriſtendom. The: ſermon of St. 


Antony of Padua to the fiſh is ſtill more famous 
in Italy thaw that of the biſhop of Bironto; we may 
excuſe, therefore, our brother Andrew, brother 
Garaſſe, and all the Giles's of our pulpits in the 
fixteemth and feventeenth centuries; as they were 
but on a level with our maſters the Italiaus. What 


coold be the cauſe of this groſs ignorance. ſo uni- 


verſally ſpread over Italy in the time of Taſſo; o- 
ver France in the days of Montagne, Charron, 


and the chancellor de YHofpital ; and over England 


in the age of Bacon? How happened it that theſe 
men of genius did not reform the times they lived 


in? We muſt attribute it to the colleges where 


youth were educated ; to that monkiſh theologie 
ſpirit which finiſhed the barbariſm that the colleges 
had introduced. A genius, as Taſſo was, read 
Virgil, and produced the Jeruſalem A merchant 
read Terence, and wrote Mandragota; but what 
monk or curate, at that time of day, read Tully 
or Demoſthenes? A poor and wretched ſcholar; 
grown half an ideot by being obliged, for fout 
years together, to get John Deſpantere by heart; 
and half a madman by fuppor ting a theſis de rebus 


& partibus, on thoughts and categories, received 


his cap, and his letters of recommendation, and 
E 
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away he went to preach to an audience, three parts 
ü of whom were greater ae. and worſe educated 
3 than himſelf. 
| x: The people liſtened to aback theological farces 
| with outſtretched. necks, fixed eyes, and open 
|. _-mouths, as children do to ſtories of witches and 
apparitions, and returned home perfect penitents. 
The ſame ſpirit that made them give ear to the 
nonſenſe of a fooliſh mother, led them'to theſe ſer- 
mons; which they attended the more diligently, 
as it coſt them nothing. It was not till the time 
of Coeffeteau and Balzac that ſome preachers began 
to talk rationally; though at the ſame time they 
were very tireſome. Bourdaloue, in ſhort, was 
the firſt man of any eloquence in the pulpit. Of 
this, Burnet, biſhop of Saliſbury, bears teſtimo- 
ny, in his Memoirs ; where he tells us, that, in 
travelling through France, he was aſtoniſhed at 
His ſermons; and that Bourdaloue reformed the 
preachers of England, as well as thoſe of France. 
Bourdaloue might be ſtiled almoſt the Corneille 
of the pulpit, as Maſſillon became afterwards the 
Racine of it. Not that I mean to compare an art, 
half profane, to a miniſtry well-nigh holy; nor, on 
the other hand, the little difficulty of making a 
good ſermon to the great and inexpreſſible one of 
compoſing a good tragedy. I only ſay, that Bour- 
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daloue carried the art of reaſoning as far in preach- 
ing as Corneille did in the drama; and that Maſ- 
ſillon ſtudied to be as elegant in proſe, as Racine 
was in verſe. True indeed it is, that Bourdaloue 


was reproached, as well as Corneille, for being too 
much of a lawyer, for preferring argument to paſ- 
fron, and ſometimes producing but | indifferent 


proofs. Maſſillon, on the other hand, choſe ra- 


ther to paint, than to affect; he imitated Racine 
as much as it was poſſible to do it in proſe; _ 


forgetting, at the ſame time, boldly to aſſert, that 
all dramatic authors would be damned. Every 
quack you know, muſt cry up his own noſtrum, 
and condemn thoſe of others. His ſtile is pure; 


his deſcriptions moving and pathetic. Read over 
this paſſage on the humanity of the great. 


« Alas! if any of us have an excuſe for being 
© moroſe, whimſical, and melancholy, a burden 


© to ourſelves and all about us, it muſt be thoſe 


© miſerable wretches, whom misfortunes, calami- 
*< ties, homesfelt neceſſity, and gloomy cares per. 
« petually ſurround. They might be forgiven, 
« if with mourning, bitterneſs, and deſpair al. 
« ready in their hearts, the marks of it ſhould 


«© ſometimes appear in their external behaviour, 


* But ſhall the great and happy of this world, 
* whom joy and pleaſure accompany, Whilſt eve- 
E 2 
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« ry thing ſmiles around them; ſhall theſe pretend 
*« to derive, even from their felicity, an excuſe 


* for their churliſnneſs and caprice ? Shall they be 


* melancholy, diſquieted, and un ſociable, becauſe 
% they are more happy? Shall they look upon it 
tas the privilege of proſperity to qppreſs with the 


. weight of their ill humour the poor and unfor- 


„ tunate, who already groan beneath the yoke of 

© their power and authority ? | 
Recollect, at the ſame time, theſe lines i in Bri- 

tannicus : 

Tout ce que vous voyez conſpire J vos ; defirs 

Vos jours toujours ſerins coelent dans les mo 


L'empire-en eſt pour vous Finepuiſable prey 
Ou ſi quelque chagrin en interrompt la courſe, 


Tout Punivers, ſoignant de les entretenir 


S'empreſſe a Peffacer de votre ſouvenir. 


Britannicus eſt ſeul, quelqu* ennui qui le preſſe, 
Il ne voit dans ſon ſort que moi qui Viaterelle, 


Et na pour tous plaiſirs, ſeigneur, yn quelques 


pleurs 


Qui lui font quelquefois oublier ſes melons, 


Whate'er thou ſeeſt conſpi pires to make thee happy, 
Serene thy days in endleſs pleaſures flow, 

From the wide empire's inexhauſted ſpring; 

Or if intrudiog ſorrow, for a while, 
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Breaks in upon thy joys, the world itſelf, 
Still agxigps, for thy good, with ardour ſtrives | 
To blot out every painful fad idea, 

And give. thee peace again - Hritannicus, 
Mean time, is left alone; when cares oppreſy, 


I, only I, participate his grief, 
And all hi: comfort is the tears I ned, 
Which ſometimes makes the fetch forget Nis ſor⸗ 
F.. 
- In comparing theſe rw paſſages geber. I per- 
ceive the ſcholar, as it were, contending wich his 
maſter. I could ſhew you twenty more examples 
of the ſame nature, but that I am afraid of being 
tedious. 
Maſſillon and Chemjqgis know Racine by heart, 
and diſguiſed the verſes of that divine poet in their 
pious proſe. In the ſame manger ſeveral preachers 
learned the art of declamatiqn from Baron, and 
corrected the geſture of the comedian by that of 
the facred orator. Nathing can be a ſtronger 


proof than this, that the arts at leaſt are brothers, | 


though the artiſis themſelyes are far from being 
... 3 


The worſt of ſermons is, that they are only ſo 


many declamations pro and eon The ſame man 
Who affir med laſt Sunday that there was no felici- 
ty in grandeur, that crowns are thorns, that courts 
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are full of nothing but illuſtrious wretches, and 
that joy is ſ pred over the faces of the poor, will tell 
you, the Sunday after, that the lower part of man · 
kind is condemned to miſery and forrow ; and that 
the rich and great muſt one day pay for their dan- 
e DONT! 6 * 
They will inform you, in Advent, that God is 
perpetually employed in removing all the wants 
and neceſſities of mankind; and, when Lent comes, 
aſſure you, that the earth is barren and accurſed. 
Theſe common places, with a few flouriſhing phraſ- 
es, carry them on from one end of the year to the 
. 
The preachers in England follow another me- 
thod, which would not ſuit us at all. The deep- 
eſt book of * metaphyſics which they have is Clarke's 
ſermons: one would imagine he had preached only 
to philoſophers, who perhaps too, at the end of 
every period, might have required of him a long 
explanation; and the Frenchmen at London, to 
whom nothing could be proved, would ſoon have left 
the preacher there. His difcourſes, however, make 
an excellent book, which very few underſtand, 


1 


. * Clarke's ſermons are by no means, as Mr. Voltaire here 
aſſerts, all metaphyſical: thoſe indeed on the being of a God, 
Cc. are certainly ſo; but there are withal as many excellent, 

plain, practical 


diſcourſes in this collection, as in any of our 


- 


beſt writers, 
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What a difference there is „ ages and nati- 
ons l and how far off are brother Garaſſe and bro- 
ther Andrew from Maſſillon and Clarke! 

From my ſtudy of hiſtory I have at leaſt learned, 
that the times we live in are certainly of all times 
the moſt enlightened, in ſpite of our bad books, as 
they are alſo the moſt happy, in ſpite of ſome ca- 
ſual misfortunes: for what man of letters can be 
_ Ignorant that good taſte was brought into France 
about the time of Cinna, and the Provincial Let- 


ters or where is he, who has any knowlege of 


hiſtory, that can point out a period of time, from 
thedays of Clovis, more happy than what has paſ- 
ſed ſince the Ara when Louis XIV, began to reign 
by himſelf, down to the preſent moment ? I defy 
the moſt malevolent to tell me > what age he would 
prefer to our own. | 
We mult do juſtice; we mak a Ne 
at preſent, a geometrician of four - and · twenty 
knows more than ever Deſcartes did; and that a 
country vicar preaches more ſenſibly than the grand 
almoner of Louis XII. The nation is better inſtruct- 
ed; our ſtile in general is much improved, and con- 
ſequently the minds of men greatly ſuperior now 
to what they were formerly, F 
© Youwill ſay, perhaps, that our age is at preſent 
on the decline, and that we have not ſo much ge- 
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nius and abilities amonpt us as we had it the os. 
rious days of Louis XIV. Genius, I grant you, 
decays; but knowlege is iticteaſed A thouſand 
painters, it the time of Salvator Roſa, were not 
worth a Raphael, or a Michael Angelo; but the 
thouſand paititers formed by Raphael and Michael 
Angelo compoſed a ſchool infifiitely ſuperior to that 
Which thoſe two great men found eſtabliſhed. We 
have not, indeed; at the cloſe of our fine age, 4 
Maffillon; or 4 Boardaloue, a Boſſuet, or a Fene- 
jon; but the pooreſt of our pretent preachers is a 
Dethoſthithes; in compariſon with all thoſe who 
pteached from the times of . — to * of 
Brother Gatuſſe. 
nere is more difference between the worſt of 
Sur thoderfi tragedies and the pieces of Jodelle, 
than between the Athaliah ot Racine and the Mac- 
eabees of La Motte, or the Moſes of the abbẽé 
Nadal. Upon the whole, in the productions of 
the mind our artiſts fall ſhort of thoſe who flou- 
riſhed in the dawti and meridian of our golden age; 
but the nation itſelf is improved. We are over- 
run indeed with trifles, and mine ace always add. 
ing to the number: theſe are but fo many inſets, 
which denote the abundance of truits and flowers; 
you ſee none of them in a batren ſoil. Yon will 
obſcrve; that in theſe little pieces that are perpe- 
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or twelve years of the great Henry IV. appear hap- 


{9.1.x —— 
tually coming out, deſtrayed one by another, and 


all of them, in a few days, condemned to eternal 


oblivion, there is often more taſte and delicacy 
than you will find in all the books written before 


the Provincial Letters. Such is our affluence in 


wit, when compared to the poverty of twelve * 


dreg years paſt. 


If you examine into the preſent late of our man- 
ners, laws, government and ſociety, you Will find 


my accompt ſtrictly juſt. I date from the moment 


Lewis XIV. took the retns into his own. hand, 


and would aſk the moſt exaſperated critic, the grav- 
eſt panegyriſt of times paſt, whether he durſt com- 


pare the preſent period with that when the arch · 
biſhop of Paris went to parliament with a poig- 
nard in his pocket ? Or would he prefer the pre- 
ceding age, when the firſt miniſter was ſhot, and 
his wife condemned to be burned for a witch? Ten 


Py, after forty of abominations and horrors, that 
make one's hair ſtand an end ; but whilſt the beſt . 
of princes was employed in healing our wounds, 


they bled on every ſide. The poiſon of the league 


infected gvery mind; families were divided; the 
manners of men harſh and difagreeable. Fanati- 


eiſm reigned univerſally, except at the court. Com- 


merce, indeed, began to increaſe; but was not, 
F : | 


reren 


as yet, attended with any great advantages. So- 
ciety had no charms, our cities no police; all the 
comforts, i in ſhort, and conveniences of life were 
ſtill wanting. Figure to yourſelf, at the ſame 
time, a hundred thouſand aſſaſſinations committed 
in the name of God. Amidſt the ruins of cities 
laid in aſhes, even to the time of Francis 1. you 
will ſee Italy ſtained with our blood, a king pri- 
ſoner at Madrid, and the rt in the midſt of our 
Provinces. | ; 
The name of Pater Patriæ was given to Lewis 
XII. but this father had ſome very unfortunate 
children, and was ſo himſelf: driven out of Italy, 
duped by the pope, conquered by Henry VIII. 
and obliged to bribe him to marry his ſiſter. He 
was a good king, over a poor uncultivated people, 
without arts or manufacture; the houſes of his ca- 
pital built with lath and plaiſter, and moſt of them 
covered with thatch. Who would not rather wiſn 
to live under a good king, over a people opulent 
and wiſe, though dogmatical and miſchievous ? * 
| The further you will go back into former ages, 
the more ſavage you will find them; which renders 
our hiſtory ſo diſguſtful, that we have been forced 
to make chronological abrigements in coſumns, 
where every thing neceſſary is inſerted, and only 
that which is uſeleſs omitted, for the ſake of thoſe 


— 
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curious readers who are deſirous of knowing in 
what year the Sorbonne was founded, and are in 
doubt whether the equeſtrian ſtatue in the Gothic 
cathedral at Paris is of Philip * Valois or FP 
the Fair. 

To fay the truth, we | have not really and pro. 
perly exiſted above ſixſcore years. Laws, police, 
military diſcipline, trade, navigation, the fine arts, 
magnificence, taſte, and genius, all began in the 
time of Lewis XIV. Some of them are ripening 
to perfection in our own age, which I meant to 
inſinuate, when I advanced, that every thing here - 
tofore was rude and barbarous, and the pulpit a- 
mongſt them. Urceus Codrus moſt certainly was 
not worth talking ſo long about; but he has fur- 
niſhed me with reflections which may not perhaps 
be intirely uſeleſs; we ſhould endeavour to draw 
ſome advantage from every thing. 


1 L. E T T E R VI. 


To my Lord LYTTLETON, at London. 


H A VE read the ingenious Dick of the 

Dead, lately publiſhed by your lordſhip, where 

I find myſelf ſpoken of as a baniſhed man, and 
| 2 
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guilty of many exceſſes in my writings. I am ob- 
liged, perhaps, for the honour of my country, 
publicly to declare, that I never was baniſhed; be- 
cauſe I never committed thoſe crimes which the 

author of the Dialogues has Th fir to lay to 
my charge. 

No man ever exerted himſelf more e 
than myſelf in favours of the rights of humanity, 


and yet never have I gone beyond the bounds of 
that virtue. I am not eſtabliſhed in Swiſferland, 


as this author, who has been miſinformed, ven- 
ture$ to aſſert, I live on my own eſtate in 
| France. Retirement is fit for old men, who have 
lived long enough in courts to deteſt and avoid 
them, and who enjoy new life in a peaceable re- 
treat, with a few ſenſible and faithful friends. I 

| Have indeed a little country houſe near Geneva; 
but my reſidence and ſeat are in Burgundy. The 
king's goodneſs to me, all the privileges belonging 
to my eſtate, and the exemption of it from all taxes, 
has moreover firmly attached me to his perſon, If 

T had been baniſhed, I could not have procured 
paſſports from our court for ſeveral of the Engliſh 
Nobility. The ſervice which I did them gives me 
a claim to that juſtice which I —_ from the au- 


thor of the Dialogues. 
With _"_ to en I think, and 1 believe 
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he thinks ſo too, that God is neither Preſbyterian 
nor Lutheran, high or low church, but the father 
of all mankind, of lord Littleton, and of 


. VOLTAIRE. 
From the caſtle of Ferney, * 
= mods... > 


L E T T E R VIL 


To the Abbe T RU BL. ET, who had ſent him 
his diſcourſe on his being admitted a Member of 
the French Academy, 


Chateau de Ferney, 27 April, 1761. 


' OUR letter, Sir, together with your gene- 

rous manner of acting, prove that you are 
not my enemy ; though, by your book, I ſhould 
have ſuſpected you of being ſo. I had much rather 
give credit to your letter than to your book, You 
have ſaid in print, that I made you yawn ; and 1 
have aid in print, that I laughed at it. It only 
follows from hence, that you are not eaſily divert- 
ed, and that I am a bad joker. Upon the whole, 
both in yawning and in laughing you keep me 
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company and we muſt forget every thing like 
good Chriſtians, and good Academicians, -- 1 
I like your diſcourſe extremely well, and am 
obliged to you for ſending it me; as to your letter, 
| Nardi parvus Onyx 
Eliciet cadum. 
I _ pardon for quoting Horace, which your he- 
roes Fontenelle and la Motte never did; and muſt 
tell you, that I was not born with more malice in 
my heart than yourſelf, and am at the bottom an 
honeſt fellow. It is true indeed, that having, 
ſome years ago, taken it into my head that one got 
nothing by being ſo, I grew a little gay, becauſe 
they ſaid it would be good for my health. Beſides 
that I did not think myſelf ſo conſiderable and im- 
portant as always to difdain certain illuſtrious ene. 


mies, who attacked me perſonally for the ſpace of 


forty years, and who one after another ſeemed re. 
ſolved on my deſtruction, and perſecuted me with 
as much zeal as if I had contended with them for 
a biſhopric, or the place of a farmer general. I 
fell upon them, at laſt, out of pure modeſty, and 
actually believed myſelf upon a level with hem; 
as Tully ſays, | 
In arenam cum pains de fend, 


Believe me, Sir, I make a great difference between 
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you and them ; but I well remember, when I was 
at Paris, both my rivals and myſelf were people of 
very litttle conſequence ; poor ſcholars of the age 
of Lewis XIV. ſome in verſe, ſome i in proſe, ſome 
half one and half the other (of which number I had 
the honour to be one) indefatigable writers of very | 
middling performances, great compoſers of trifles, 
weighing moſt gravely the eggs of flies in ſcales of 
ſpiders webs. I ſaw ſcarce any thing but a little 
quackery, and am perfectly convinced of the no- 
thingneſs of my own writings; but as I .cqually 
perceive the nothingneſs of all the reſt, I imitate 
Van of Horace, 1 
Vejanius, armis * 
Herculis ad poſtem fixis, latet abditus agro. 

It is from this retreat, I now aſſure you with 
the greateſt ſincerity, that I find a great many uſe. 
ful and agreeable things in what you have wrote: 
that I moſt cordially forgive the pinches I have re- 
.ceived from you, and am ſorry for the little ſcratch - 

es which I have given you: that your manner of 

proceeding has for ever diſarmed my reſentment: 
that good nature is better than raillery: and that 

J am, my dear brother, with the trueſt eſteem, 

and without a compliment, as if nothing had hap- 

pened between us, with all my heart, yours, &c. 
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LETTER K. 


EPISTLE to 0 . 


1 N Rome of old, as ancient poets fing, 
And I believe, dame Flora was the thing; 


Dictators, heroes, conſi uls, all the crowd 
Of Glory's fav'rites at her altars bow'd ; 
The rich, the poor, the giddy, and #56 grave, 
Or prince, or peaſant, proud to be her ſlave: 
With Cupids then the Romaa eagles play'd, 
And ſported with her in the claſſic ſhade; 
Crown'd by the gen'ral voice the queen of flow'rs, 
In feſtive mirth ſhe led the jocund hours; 

For many an age ſhe kept th' imperial "Tia 

And ſaw the world's proud conqu'rors at her feet. 
At length her reign is o'er, tlie time is come, 
When Paris in her queen ſhall rival Rome. 

At length to thee, Sophia, nymph divine, 

Her crown the vanquiſh'd, Flora ſhall reſign ; : 

The joyful news to ev'ry zephyr known, 

They welcome their new Flora to the throne. 
In crowds the willing ſlaves obſequious ſtand, 
And waft theit ſpicy odour thro” the land. 

The lover's month, ſweet roſy-finger'd May, 

Shall hail with dimpled ſmiles th' auſpicious day; 
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W hilſt fair Vertumavs, leader of the year, 
The God of ſpring, ſhall in her train appear. 
Fear firſt made gods, a truth to heathens known 3 ; - 


But goddeſſes are made by love alone. 


But goddeſs is a title till to mean 


For ſweet Sophia, pleaſure's honour'd queen, 


Shall ne'er aſſume this falſe divinity, 


My lovely fair one, youthful, gay, and free, 


But leave to city dames ſuch proud idolatry. 

To her thy temple, harmony, is giv'n, 

A nobler palace, and a fairer heav'n, 

Whether in Pſyche's form, whilſt light'nings lay. 
And thunders roar, ſhe joins the plaintive lay ; 
Or whilſt the real flame her hearers prove, 


Points the keen pangs of diſappointed love. 


Say, ſweet enchantreſs, by what pow'r unknown 
Can'ſt thou with matchleſs {kill unite in one 


The wit of ſmart Thalia's flippant tongue, 


And Polyhymnia's elegance of ſong ? 
O how I love thee when thy ſportive vein, 


Ev'n whilſt it mocks, diverts the lover's pain 


Whilſt, pleaſure's little prieſteſs as thou art, 

Thy lively fallies captivate the heart. 

Never in thy delightful train is ſeen 

The ſurly pedant, with affected mien 

And ſolemn face, impenetrably dull, -— 
| G 


„ cr i! 
Nor in the weaker ſex wilt thou permit 
Impoſing airs to paſs for ſterling wit; [brave 
Nor lov'ſt thou thoſe proud dames, who think i it 
To treat alike the lover and the ſlave. , 

Nature we find with thee, or that alone 

Which rivals her, the art of fair Ninon; 
That art which he who ſees through till believes, 
Which without fraud agreeably deceives; . 
With thee we trifle, ſport, and laugh, and play; 
With thee we chat the chearful hours away. 
Cionſtraint, the bane of bliſs, is never ſeen 
To enter there, nor hyp, nor ſickly ſpleen. 
There, free from noiſe and tumult, is the ſeat | 
Of private happineſs, the dear retreat 
Of gentle peace and ſoft ſecurity, 
Where by the public's perſecuting eye 
No longer ſeen, beneath the tented ſhade, 
_ Around us all the loves and graces play'd, 
Whilſt to the more than gods, of lib'ral ſoul, 
Our beanteous Hebe pour'd the neQar'd bowl. 
There lounging liberty, her elbows plac'd | 
On the free table, in her arms embraced 
Two nymphs divine, which ev'ry- bliſs improve, 
 Sweet-ſmiling pleaſure, and all-healing love. 
What are thy titles, glory! what, O fame 
Are all thy honours but an empty name! 
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EE This ſweet delirium, this enchanting hour 

In life's ſhort day, is more than wealth or pow r. 
Live then, Sophia, eaſy, free, and gay, ks 
Nor caſt thy dear-lov'd liberty away. : 
Henceforth, my charmer, take the wiſer part, 
Let all partake, but none enſlave thy heart 

Thy love wou'd fix one happier than the reſt; 
But thy indiff rence makes a ee bleſt. 


1 


rr * 


To Mr. PALISSOT, Author of a Comedy call 
ed the eee | 


RETURN you thanks, Sir, both for your 

letter and for yoyr performance. Be ſo kind 
as to prepare yourſelf for a long anſwer : old men 
love to prate a little. In the firſt place I muſt tell 
you, 1 think your piece is extremely well written. 
The philoſopher Criſpinus, walking on all fours, 
muſt have raiſed a gocd laugh, and I make no 


doubt but my friend * John James will be the firſt 


to join in it. It is an innocent jeſt, and has no 


malice in it, Beſides that the citizen of Geneva, 


being certainly guilty of læſa comedia, it was natu- 
ral for comedy to return the compliment. 


The celebrated Jean Jaques Roſſeau, of Geneva. 
5 a 
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It is a very different thing with ths citizens of 
Paris, whom you have brought on the ſtage; that 
is to be ſure not a laughing matter. I can eaſily con- 
ceive that one ſhould endeavour to ridicule thoſe = 
who ridicule us. Self-defence is always juſtifiable 3 
and I know, with regard to myſelf, if I was not ſo 
old, I would have « ſcuſſle with Meſſ Freron and de 
Pompignan, the former for vilifying and abuſing me 
fire or ſix years together, as I am told by thoſe who 
read ſuch traſh; the latter for having pointed me 
out befoie the whole academ y as an old dotard, who 
has ſtuffed his hiſtory with falſe anecdotes, I was 
ſtrongly tempted to mortify him by a full juſtifi- 
cation, and convince him, that the ſtory of the i- 
ron maſk, the teſtament of Charles II. of Spain, | 
and ſeveral others of the ſame kind, are abſolutely 
true; and that when 1 mean to be ſerious, I have 
done with poetical fictions. 
| 1 have the vanity to think myfelf worthy of a 
place amidſt the crowd of Philoſophers, who are 
always conſpiring againſt the ſtate, and who moſt 
certainly are the cauſe of all the misfortunes that 
happen to us by ſea and land. For, to confeſs 
the truth, I was the firſt who wrote in France in 
favour of attraction, again ſt the great vortices of 
Deſcartes, and the little ones of Malebranche. 1 


defy the moſt 8 wretch, even Freron him- 


*. 
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ſelf, ta prove that I have ever falſified * Newton - 
nian ſyſtem. The ſociety at London approve my 
little catechiſm of attraction; moſt undoubtedly, 
therefore, I muſt be deemed guilty of philoſophy, 
If 1 had vanity, I ſhould think myſelf till more 
criminal, acording to the report of a certain large 
bock, intitled, The Oracle of Philaſephers, which 
has reached even as far as my retreat. This oracle, 
may it pleaſe you, is no other than myſelf. I 
ſhould have burſt with vain glory, but unhappily 
my vanity was taken down, when I found that the 
author of this ſame oracle had pretended frequent. 


ng ly to have ſeen and dined with me, at a ſeat near 


Lauſanne, which I never ſet eyes on. He tells 
vou, that I received him very well, and, in return 
for this kind receptios, he acquaints the public 
with all the ſecrets I had intruſted him with, 

I told him, it ſeems, that I had been with the 
king of Pruſſia, on purpoſe to eſtabliſh the Chi- 
neſe religion there. Thus you ſee I am become at 
once one of the ſect of Confucius, and have there- 
fore a right to reſent all affronts put upon philoſo. 
phers. I acknowleged, at the ſame time, to this 
author, that the king of Pruſſia had diſcarded me; 
a circumſtance very poſſible, but very falſe, and 
concerning which this gentleman has told: a down 
right lye, | | 


POS, eren 
I aſſured him likewiſe, it ſeems, that I had no 
attachment to France, at a time when the king is 
perpetually heaping favours on me, continues to 
me the place of his gentleman in ordinary, and o- 
bliges me by annexing the moſt valuable privileges 
to my cſtate> All this I frankly acknowleged to 
this worthy perſon, only that I re be 2 
amongſt the philoſophers. 
: I have moreover dipped into the inborn) cabal 
ol the Encyclopaedia. There are at leaſt a dozen 
articles of mine publiſhed in the three firſt volumes, 
and had prepared for the ſucceeding part a dozen 


more, Which would have . all the orders 


in de tts. © 
1 am withal one of the feſt who 0 uſe of 


that vile word humanity, againſt which you have 


made ſo brave an attack in your pretended comedy; 
after this, to refuſe me the name of a philoſopher, 


would certainly be the moſt crying injuſtice. : 
So much for myſelf. As to the perſons whom 


you have attacked in this work, if they have i injure 
ed you, you have certainly a right to retaliate. It 
has always been deemed lawful i in ſociety to turn 
into ridicule thoſe who have at any time done us 


the ſame little favour. I remember, when I lived i in 
the world, I was ſcarce ever preſent at an enter- " 
tainment, where ſome laugher did not exerciſc 
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his raillery on one of the company; who, in his 
turn, endeavoured to raiſe the laugh againſt his 
competitor. Lawyers de the ſame at the bar; 
and all the writers I know ridicule one another as 
much as they poſſibly can. Boileau laughed at 
Fontenelle, and Fontenelle at Boileau, The firſt 
Rouſſeau made a jeſt of Zara and Alzira, and I did 
the ſame by his latter epiſtles; acknowleged at the 
ſame time, that his ode on Conquerors was excel- 
| lent, and moſt of his epigrams very clever; for 
above all things we muſt remember to be juſt, 
Examine your comſcience, and ſee if you are ſo 

in repreſenting D'Alembert; Diderot, Helvetius, 
 Jaucourt, and the reſt of them, as ſo many ſcoun- 
drels and pick-pockets. Again I ſay, if they laugh- 
ed at you in their books, you have a right to laugh 
at them again ; but, by heaven, your raillery is 
too ſtrong ; if they really were ſuch as you have 
made them, they ought to be ſent to the galli 
which is by no means a comic ſcene. , To ſpeak 
plainly to you, thoſe whom you endeavour to re-. 
fle& on are known to be ſome of the beſt men in 

the world; and I am not certain whether their 
honour and integrity are not even ſuperior to their 
philoſophy. 

I frankly avow to you I do. 1 not know a more 

reſpectable character than Helvetius, who has giv- 
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en up two hundred and fifty thouſand li tres a year 
for the advantage of cultivating the Belles Lettres 
in peace and quiet. If he has, perhaps, in a large 
volume, full of new and ſublime chings, advanced, 
by chance, half a dozen raſh and ill ſounding pro. 
poſitions, he has already ſufficiently repented of 
them; without having his wounds torn open by 


you on a public ſtage. 
Mr. Duclos, ſecretary to the firſt 21 in 


the kingdom, had certainly a title to more regard 
than you have newu him. His book on Mauners 
is by no means a bad one. It is the performance 
of an honeſt man, who paints ſtrongly what he 
has himſelf ſeen and well obſerved. In a word, 
have theſe gentlemen publicly offended you ? It 
does not appear to me that they have. Why then 
calumniate them ſo outragiouſly ? | 
Lam a ſtranger to Mr. Diderot, nor did 1 ever 
be him ; I only know he has been unfortunate, 
and unjuſtly perſecuted by ſome ignorant and cruel 
' tyrants. This conſideration alone ſhould have 
made you drop the pen. I regard withal the de- 
fign of the Encyclopœdia, as one of the fineſt mo- 
numents we could raiſe to the arts and ſciences, 
There are in it ſome excelleat articles, not only 
by D'Alembert, Diderot, and Jaucourt ; but by 
ſeveral others, who, without any motive of profit 
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wards that immortal work. There! are indeed ſome 


parts of it throughly contemptible, and mine per- | 
haps may be of the number; but there is ſo much 


more of the good than'of the bad, that all Europe 
deſires a continuation of the Encyclopedia. The 
firſt volumes have already been tranſlated into ſe- 
veral languages. Why then expoſe and ridicule 
on the ſtage, a work become neceſſary to the in- 


ſtruction of mankind, and the glory of our nation? 


I mnſt own to you Iam aſtoniſhed at what you 
tell me concerning Mr. Diderot. He has publiſh- 
ed, you aſſure me, two libels againſt two ladies of 
the firſt rank, who patronize you. You ſaw his 
name to them in his own hand- writing. If it be 
really ſo, I have no more to ſay. I deſcend from 
the clouds, .renounce philoſophy, and philoſophers, 


bid adieu to books, and ſhall think of nothing for 


the future but my plough and ſeed · bag. But you 


will give me leave to aſk you, which I may with 


juſtice demand, ſome certain proof of this. Per- 
mit me to write to theſe ladies friends; I ſhould 


be glad to know for certain whether I muſt abſo- 


lutely burn my library. But if Mr. Diderot was 
really wicked enough to abuſe two reſpectable la- 
dies, and what is more, two fine women, did they 
order you to revenge their cauſe? And the other 


f qv 
or ambition, took a pleaſure in contributing: to- ; 
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characters whom you bring upon the ſtage, have 
they been ſo rude as to affront theſe ladies alſo ? 
Though I never ſaw Mr. Diderot, I have always 
had the greateſt reſpect for his profound knowlege. 
Not that I find any thing very pleaſant in his Fa- 
ther of a Family; yet, prefixed to this piece, there 
is an epiſtle to the princeſs of Naſſau, which ap- 
peared to me as the maſter-piece of eloquence, and 
| the triumph of humanity. Forgive me the expreſ- 
fion, Twenty people of the beſt characters have 
aſſured me, he has a good and noble heart. 1 
ſhould be ſorry to be undeceived, * I weanle 
gladly know the truth. 

Such is the weakneſs. of our nature, moſt we 
' wiſh to learn, what we moſt dread to know, I 
have given you my opinion with the utmoſt free- 
dom. If you find in the bottom of your own heart 
that I am right, obſerve what you have to do. If 
I am in the wrong, tell me ſo ; make me acknow- 
lege it, and correct me. I aver to you I have no 


connections with any perſons concerned in the En- 


cyclopedia, except perhaps Mr. D'Alembert, who 
writes me a I acedæmonian letter once in three 
months. I have indeed for him the greateſt regard, 
and ſincerely hope he never was wanting in ref- 
pect to your noble patroneſſes. Once more I beg 
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your. permiſſion to conſult Mr. — about this 
whole affair. "4-101 485 0 

T have the honour, Sir, to be, with the trueſt 
eſteem of your abilities, and the ſtrongeſt deſire 
of that peace which * Mel. Freron, Pompignan, 
* The French editor of theſe letters tells us, in a note on 


this paſſage, that Paliſſot was remarkable for abuſing and ca- 
lumniating his beſt friends and benefactors ; that Mr. Helveti- 


us, when he was in great diſtreſs ſeven years ago, lent him a 


hundred louis-d'ors : that he made ſongs upon Freron and 
his wife, who — him for four years: and that, in re- 
turn for their good offices, he made the following madrigal, 
which has ſome archneſs in it, and which therefore I ſhall 

give the reader in the original, together with à tranſlation of 
K | | | 


. L 
Freron à Van literaire 
Met ſon nom & fait fort bien, 
Car il paye ce qu'il fait faire; 
Mais des enfans d'un tel pere, 
| Si chacun reprenoit le ſien, 
Monſieur Freron n' auroit plus rien. 


II. 
OCeſt dorit A tort qu'un le blame 
D' etre mordatit comme un chien, 
II peut faire une epigramme; 
Si chacun reprenoit le ſien, 
Monſieur Freron n auroit plus rien. 


III. 
A eſt loge comme un prince, | 
Mais il doit, je ne ſeai combien, 
Jai bien peur qdon ne le pince. 
Car ſon credit c ſi mince, Fo 
- Que fi chacun reprend le fien, 

Monfieur Freron n'aura plus rien, 
| H 2 
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and ſome other bad writers, would fain deprive me 
of. Your moſt obedient, &c. &c. 


IV. 
1. Auſſi malgrẽ 2 5 
De ſes talens & de ſon bien, 
Et de ſon noble comperage 
Tant enfans, meubles, qu'ouvrages, 
Quand chacun reprendra le ſien, 
Monſieur Freron n' aura plus rien. 


1 


Freron, a candidate for fame, 
To his review has put his name; 
And well he might, for he, you'll ſay, 
May thoſe who do it for him pay, 
The children for their father writ ; . 
But from this mingled maſs of wit, 
Were ev'ry one to take his own, 
What would be left for poor Freron ? 


| 3 | 

*Tis wrong to tax him with ill- nature, 
| Freron's a poor but harmleſs creature ; 
*®  _ Tho", to preſerve a poet's name, 7 

He boaſts of many an epigram : TT 

; Yet ſhould you all the poet's wife, a , 
She would confeſs, I'll lay my life, 
Were ev'ry one to take his own, 
Few would be left for poor Freron. 


III. 
Lodg'd like a monarch, he forgets, 
Like other kings, to pay his debts; 
His creditors, a numerous train, 
Who threaten hard, his pockets drain, 
And ſcarce the needy bard, I fear, 
Can hold it out another year; 
Were ev'ry one to take his own, 
What would be left for poor Freron? 


* 
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To Mr. PALISSOT. 
SIR, Chateau de Ferney, 28 June, 1760; 


AM very angry with you. My reſolution was 

do laugh at every thing in my peaceable retreat; 

but you have made me melancholy. You load me 

with praiſes, compliments, and friendſhip I bluſh 

like an Agnes, when you tell the world that L am 
ſuperior to all thoſe whom you have attacked. 

I believe I can write better verſes than them, and 
perhaps know as much of hiſtory as they do; but, 
by my God, and upon my ſoul, (as the Engliſh 
ſay) old as I am, I am but a ſchool-boy to them 

in every other reſpect. But proceed we to ſome- 
thing of more conſequence. _ 

A friend of mine, of irreproachable character, 


—— 
% 
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IV. 


spite of this pompous long parade 

Of genius, and of fortune made, 

His wealth, his family, and birth, 
His wit, his humour, and his worthy, 
With all the offspring you can find, 
Or of his body, or his mind, of 
Were ev'ry one to take his own, 
What would be left for poor Freron ? 
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and worthy of all attention, has aſſured me, and 
indeed proved i in his laſt letter, that Mr. Diderot 
is not guilty of the facts which you lay to his 
charge. Another perſon, no teſs reſ] pectable, has 
ſent mea long detail of that whole affair, from 
hence it plainly appears, that Diderot had no 
concern in thoſe infamous letters pony, to him. 
I have never ſeen, nor know any thing of him, any 
more than that he is engaged with the worthy and 


learned D' Alembert in a work which I read erer 
day with freſh pleaſure; a work, beſides, of no 
leſs than fix hundred thouſand crowns value in a 


library, which has already been tranſlated 1 into three 
or four languages, and yet 


Suseſa rabbia della gelgſa 49 

was quickly armed againſt a work, which would 
have been an honour to our nation, and towards 
which above fifty perſons of the firſt diſtinction were 


"= eager to contribute; but one Abraham Chaumeix 


took ĩt into his head to write a paper againſt the 


Encyclopedia, where he makes the authors ſay 


what they never meant to ſay, and even argues a- 
gainſt what they may ſay hereafter. He miſquotes 
the fathers of the church, as well as the authors 
of the dictionary. Abraham Chaumiex notwith- 


ſtanding is believed, the licence withdrawn from 


the bookſellers, and proceſs iſſued out agaiaſt the 


2 
: 
- 
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authors, and I, amongſt others, am pointed out 
in the indictment, penned by the eloquent and ſub- 
lime Robin, that great benefactor to, and glory of 
his age ; the eagle of magiſtrates, and the pheenix 
of France. Whilſt things are in this diſagreeable 
fituation you write a comedy againſt the philoſo. 
phers, and wound them when they afe /ub gladios 


The part, no doubt, of a Chriſtian full of huma - 


nity and charity! 
Tou tell me, in excuſe, that Moliere Oe 


at Cotin and Menage. It may be ſo; but he never 


aſſerted that Cotin and Menage advanced immoral} 
_ tenets; whilſt you'attribute to theſe gentlemen the 


_ moſt dreadful maxims, both in your play and the 


preface to it. 
You aſſure me that you never accuſed Mr. Jau- 


court, who notwithſtanding is moſt certainly the 


author of the article Government ; there is his name 
in great letters immediately under it; you have ex- 


| trated ſeveral paſſages from it, which may do him 


great injury, detached from what goes before, and 


what follows them, and yet, if taken all together, 
are worthy of Tully, Grotius, or de Thou. You 


ſeem beſides not to know that Mr. Jaucourt is of 
a very illuſtrious family, and no leſs reſpectable for 
his character than for his birth and fortune. 


You find fault with a paſſage in Mr. D'Alem- 
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bert's excellent preface to this work. Whilſt not 1 
word of any ſuch paſſage is to be found in it, and im- 
pute to Mr. Diderot what is to be met with onlyin the 
Jewiſh letters. Certainly ſome Abraham Chaumiex 
muſt have furniſhed you with this paſſage, as he did 
the Orator of juſtice: but you have done more; you 
have added to your accuſations of ſome of the worth- 


eſt men in the world ſome ſhocking things, taken 


from a fooliſh pamphlet, called The Happy Life, 
or Man a Plant, which a filly fellow, one La Mettrie 
wrote in a drunken fit at Berlin, above fifteen years 


4 ago. This ſatire of La Mettrie, long ſince forgot · 


ten, and revived by you, has no more relation to 


philoſophy and the Encyclopœdia than the por ter of 
the Chartreux by maſter Gervaiſe has to the hiſto 
ry of the church; and yet you join all theſe accu - 
ations together: and what is the conſequence? 

© Your information falls perhaps into the hands of a 
prince, a miniſter, or a magiſtrate, buſied in af- 
fairs of importance; perhaps of the queen herſelf, 
ſtill more buſy in religying the indigent, and doing 
good, and who with 
the neceſſary forms attendant on her high ſtation 


s too much taken up with 


to have much leiſure. . One may have time to read 
curſorily over your preface, which contains but a 


ſheet, and yet not have time-to examine and con- 


front with it that immenſe work to which you im- 
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pute ſuch abominable tenets,” No body knows who 
this La Mettrie is; many perhaps believe he is oe 
of the writers in the Encyclopedia, whom you at- 
tack. Thus the innocent, now living, may ſuffer 
for the guilty, who are no more. You have done, 
therefore more miſchief than you thought of, and 
more than you ever intended; and certainly, if you 
reflect coolly upon it, muſt one day feel the moſt 
frequent and bitter remorſe for it. 
Shall I then tell you my ſenriments with freedom ? 
| Your comedy has been played, and has ſucceeded. 
You have now another kind of glory to acquire, 
and the only way you can do it is, to make in all 
the journals a public declaration, carefully drawn 
up, wherein you ſhould acknowlege, that not hay- 
ing a copy of the Encyclopedia in your own poſ- 
ſeſſion, you had been mifled by ſome unfaithful 
extracts which had been given you ; that you were, 
as you very reaſonably. might be, alarmed at ſuch ' 15 
pernicious tenets; but that having ſince carefully _ 14 * | 
conſulted thoſe paſſages in which ſuch maxims ; 8 
were ſuppoſed to be contained; having read with 
attention the preface to that work, and ſeveral o- 1 
ther articles equally worthy of admiration, you e- ä g JF 
ſteem it a pleaſure, as well as duty, to do all de- 11 
ſerved juſtice to the immenſe labour of the authors, 
the ſublime morality ſpread throv ghout their won . 
13 
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and the purity of their manners. This procedure 


. would not, in my opinion, be conſidered as a re- 
tractation, which is the buſineſs of thoſe who had 


miſinformed you. It, would, I think, do you a. 


great deal of honour, and pnt a happy end to a ve* 
ry unfortunate quarrel, 

By his, Sir, -is my advice; Fre or 10 know 
not ; after which, I will never in any ſort trouble 


myſelf with the affair; it has given me uneaſineſs, 


and I would fain ſpend the reſt of my lite in peace 
and happineſs. | I love to laugh, I am old and 
ſickly, and hold gaiety to be a better remedy even 


than the preſcriptions of my dear and honoured 


friend Tronchin. I ſhall laugh as much as I can at 


thoſe who have laughed at me, - This will divert 
me, and can do me no harm, A Frenchman who 


can't be gay, is out of his element. You are a 
writer of comedies; be joyous therefore, and do 
not make the ſtage a criminal amuſement, that 


may involve you in difficulties, and perhaps ruin 


you. You are now at your eaſe; have a reſpect 


for your maſters and protectors. Fortune is blind; 


keep her favours, if you can, by honeſt means, 


and be happy amongſt your worthy triends, if you | 


have any ſuch in your cotterie *. 


' ® Chaumeix, the writer mentioned in the above letter, was 
formerly under-maſter in a ſchool.” His principal, a great 
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ABT TE R- XI, 
T o Mr. de la H A R p E, Author of the Earl of 


Warwick, a Tragedy, which was well received. 
n T Wl 
T EXT to the pleaſure of reading your ex- _ [4 
＋ A cellent tragedy, was that which I received Wi 
from the letter you did me the honour to write on i! 
Janſeniſt and caballer, brought him up, and made a convul- | | 
ſioniſt of him. This wretch, after having practiſed ſeveral yl 
ſorts of trades at Paris, driven from every place, at laſt has wal 
taken refuge at Peterſburgh, where he is now ſtarving, in the wit 
infamous profeſſion of a paraſite, to which he is intirely de- | j 1 10 
. . 85 85 N 
Paliſſot, ſo univerſally known and deſpiſed, did not ven- + 
ture to appear at Paris for a long time, being obliged by his | 1 
creditors to leave that ſtage of fortune, where knaves play ſo 1 
many capital parts; at length. ſome people of faſhion, to iv 
whoſe pleaſures this ſatirical poet had been ſubſervient, found 4 1 
themſelves under the neceſſity of protecting him, and gave F [a | 
him an opportunity of paying his debts. Raſcals are ſure of 
meeting with encouragement from the great. He ſoon ſhew- ol; 
ed his whole character. He was carefſed and employed. By a 
attending to the means of raiſing his fortune, he was in a ca- 1 
-pacity of acquitting himſelf to his patrons; but, in ſpite of | i 
all the favours he received, was focred at laſt to hide himſelf : 18 
in one of the provinces on the publication of the Dunciad, a : 1 
work equally contemptible and malicious. This was the on- 1 
ly means he could poſſibly take to avoid a beating, which he 1 
would moſt certainly have received. That which he experi- = 
enced for his comedy of the Philoſophers taught him, that a ö 1 
relapſe in theſe caſes is generally fatal. 8 . FF 
74 b ſs 55 ] NT | c 16 
N. B. Theſe two notes are by the French editor of the let» 3 
ters, . Ts 4 | i & 
1 2 18 
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that occaſion. Your pricdtgles are good, and ur 


E 
5353 


piece confirms them. 


Racine, the firſt writer a us Who had 


taſte, like Corneille, was the firſt who bad genius 
alſo. The admirable Racine, never ſufficiently ad- 
mired, thought as you do. The pomp of ſpecta- 
cle is never a beauty but when i it makes a neceſſar) 


part of the ſubject, otherwile i it is no more than 
decoration.” | Incidents have no merit but when 


they are natural, and declamation is always child- 
iſh, eſpecially when it is ſtuffed with bombaſt. 
You applaud yourſelf for never writing verſes that 
are to be got by heart, and I, Sir, have found out 
.that you make a great many ſuch. ' The vetſes 
Which 1 get by heart with the greatelt caſe, are 
thoſe where the poet ſeems leſs ambitious of ap- 
pearing himſelf than of W 5 his characters, 
and inch hdd nature alokic Ft Pry no- 
thing is faid but what ought to be ſaid. Theſe 
are the verſes which 1 ike; judge it 1 have not 
reaſon to be fond of yours. 

You have a great deal of merit, ang: bee 


muſt expect a great many enemies. Formerly, 


when a man had written any thing good, ſomebo- 
dy told brother Vadeble that he was a Janſeniſt, 


brother Vadeble told It to father T ellier the Je- 


„ tri. 
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ſuit, who told it to the king; at preſent, if you 
write a good tragedy, they will ſay you are an a- 
theiſt, It is pleaſant enough to hear the abuſe 
which the * S5bbe d'Aubignac, the king's preacher, 
has laviſhed on the author of Cinna. At all times 
there have been + Frerons in literature; but they 
ſay, one muſt have gnats for nightingales to de- 
vour, that they may ſing the better. 


. * D'Aubignac, ſays the French editor, in a note on this 
paſſage, a bad preacher, and a ſtill worſe, writer and poet, 
| publiſhed two volumes on the theatre, which are deteſtable. 
He was an enemy of the great Corneille, and abuſed him free 
quently in the groſſeſt manner. „ 
D' Aubignac's Pratigue du Theatre, or Practice of the Stage, 

is notwithſtanding, with all due deference both to Mr. Vol 
taire and his editor, a very good book, and contains many 
uſefu] obſervations on the conduct of the drama 


+ Mr. de la Harpe was abuſed by Freron, and nick-nam- 
ed by him the Baby of the Stage, after the name of the king 
of Poland's dwarf, De la Harpe, to be revenged on this 

hangman of Parnaſſus, wrote the following tolerable epi- 
gram : i E 
Bufo, prepar'd to bid the world good nicht. 
Sends for his prieſt to ſet all matters right;, | 
Struck with remorſe, he makes a long confeſſion 
Of many a heinous vice, and foul tranſgreſſion, 
Whoring and drinking, baſe hypocriſy, 
Impudence, lying, and malignity 
And is this all, cries Dominic? Run o'er 
The reſt, my friend. —Indeed I have no more. 
You have forgot, reply'd the prieſt, by chance, 
One crying fin—the fin of—ignorance. 
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E RA ZIII.. 
To Mr. BL IN, Author of the heroic Epiſtles 
of GABRIELLE D'ESTRE ES, mi. 
ese of Henry: IW. lKñʒ 
Ferney, Feb. 1762. 
HANKS to my friend — when men like 


* 


1pou admire, wy 5 
It ſooths our pride, and fans the poet's fire. 
Never was love in ſweeter ſong diſplay'd; 
Never was truth with finer art betray c. 
Critics, perhaps, the taſteleſs world may tell 
Your dying Gabrielle only talks too well! 
But feeling hearts compaſſionate her vile. 

Pity her paſſion, and applaud her ſtrains. 

She look'd for pardon to offended heav'n, 

And hop'd a fault like hers might be forgiv'n. 


* Mr. Blin, as the French editor of theſe letters informs 
us, is author of ſeveral heroic epiſtles, and other pieces of 
poetry univerſally admired. His ſtile is eaſy, and his man- 
uer agreeable. He exerted himſelf with great warmth and 
humanity in the affair of Calas, which was recheard by the 
chamber of requeſts, compoſed of forty-five ſenſible and up- 
right judges, who gained immortal honour by their deciſion 
of it. There are ſeveral good copies of verſes of Mr. Blin's 
in the collection of poems in three volumes, 12 mo. publiſh» 
ed by Mr. Lunan de Boiſgermain. 4 
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| And ſo it might, for twas a pious. thing 
To love ſo dearly our moſt-chriſtian king. 
| Such fond and tender hearts ev'n laints approve z 
The damn'd are oj alone who nothing; love, 


L E T T E R XIV. 
Suppoſed to be written by Father CHAR LE 8 
GOUJU to his Brethren the Jeſuits. 


n not you only, my dear fellow coun - 


trymen, but all my dear brethren of Germany, 
Hale. and England, to reflect ſeriouſly with me, 
for your edification, on what is at preſent going 
forward with regard to our right reverend fathers. 
the Jeſuits,” both the well. doing and the well 
ſaying. 

I am couſin to Mr. Cazot, and related to Mr. 
Lionci, whom the right reverend father la Valette, 
the apoſtolical firſt lord of trade, has totally de- 
moliſhed. The lord will, no doubt, have mercy 
on his firſt director; but I would beg leave to aſk 
any man who makes uſe of his reaſon, whether it 
is poſſible that father la Valette, after ſtudying. 
theology for two years, had really any belief in 
the Chriſtian religion, when, after making a ſo- 


LEA rein 


lemn vow ef poverty, and conſulting the goſpel, 
he traded for ſix millions? Is there the leaſt pro. 
babiliry in nature, that a grave divine, of ſo much 
faith and piety, ſhonld, with ſo much eaſe and 
indifference, run the hazard of his falvation, by 
doing any thing ſo inconſiſtent with his vows, and 
ſo directly oppoſite to his religion? 

That one of the faithful, miſled by the violence 
of bis paſſions, ſhould for once be guilty of a crime, 


and repent of it, might be expected from the frail- 
ty of our nature; but when the maſters in Iſrael 


rob and plunder, whilſt they are preaching. and 
ſhriving ; when they exerciſe themſelves in this 
manner for whole years together, I muſt aſk you, 
my dear brethren, if you think it poſſible that they 
ſhould thus be always perſuaded themſelves, and 
| always deceiving others? That they ſhould think 
of carrying God in their hands at maſs, and pil · 
lage their neighbours as foon as ey" come om 


the holy table? 
It appears from the Apo of 5 . 


tors at Liſbon, that their confeſſors the Jeſuits had 
aſſured them, they might ſafely, and with a good 
conſcience, affaſſinate the king. I would only beg 
to kriow whether thoſe who made uſe of a facra- 
ment to excite men to a parricide, could really be- 


lieve in that ſacrament? on 
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But to paſs n theſe enormous crimes to ini- 
b quities of another kind. Do'you imagine that the 
Jeſuit Tellier believed in Jeſus Chriſt ? Do you 
eren ſuppoſe he could believe in a juſt God, the 
rewarder of good and evil, whilſt he abuſed the 
ignorance of Lewis XIV. in religious matters, on 
pur poſe to per ſecute the virtuous cardinal de No- 
ailles, when making no ſcruple to commit forgery, 
he ſhewed his penitentiary letters from ſeveral 
biſhops/ which thoſe biſhops had never written? 
Does not this conduct, perſevered in for ſeveral 
years, ſufficiently demonſtrate that the confeſſor 
n not himſelf believe a word of what he taught? 
The adverſaries of the Jeſuits likewiſe, who 
Se to convulſions and ſo many other mi- 
racles, and who have been convicted of ſo many 
im poſtures, were they better believers than father 
Tellier ? | ; 
1 ſay again, a man may believe i in God, and jet 
kill his father; but! is it poſlible he ſhould believe 
in God, and 227 his whole life amidſt deliberate 
crimes, and an uninterrupted ſeries of fraud and 
impoſture ? He muſt repent at laſt, in his laſt mo- 
ments z but 1 defy you to find in hiſtory one ſingle 
divine who, ever. acknowleged his crimes on his 


death- bed, 


; Amonglt the laity we frequently ſee men, who 
K 
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have been guilty of inceſt and murder, making pub- 
lic acknowlegement of their fins; but I will be 
bound to forfeit ten thouſand crowns, the remains 
of alb that fortune which father la Valette robbed 
me * if - „ ee, nee di- 
Nine... 

Spal I give — Saw alk n more enable e 
our firſt popes, Julius II. with 
his helmet 0 — of armour, the voluptuous 


Leo X. Alexander VI. polluted with inceſts and 


aſſaſſinations, ſo, many ſovereign pontiffs ſurround- 


ed by miſtreſſes and baſtards, laughing at the cre- 
dulity of mankind in the boſom of riot and de. 
banchery, think you that theſe ever lifted up to 


God hands filled with gold, or ſtained with blood? 


Did one of them ever repent in their retirement ? 


whilſt we behold Charles the fifth-chaunting his 
de profundis to every faint in the Calendar. In e- 
very age the true unbelievers, great or little, Hav. 


ed or mitred, have been all, divines. 


If Tam not miſtaken. this i 18 the manner i in which 


they alt argued. The Chriſtian religion which I 
teach · is moſt. certainly not that of the primitive 


times. It is clear that the communion. of the firſt 
Ehriſtians was not a private maſs; it is equally in- 
diſputablt that the images we invoke were forbid. 


den for more than the two firſt centuries ; that 


yFowWn Ti rr 


auricular confeſſion was for a long time atterly 


unknown; that all our rites have been changed, 
not excepting one of them, and our tenets alſo. 
We know when the addition was made to the ſym- 


bol of the apoſtles, touching the procedure of the 


Holy Spirit. Amongſt all thoſe opinions, which 


have coſt ſo much bloodſhed, there is not one 
which can be fairly deduced from the goſpel ; all 
is our own work, and all arbitrary: we cannot 
poſſibly therefore believe what we teach; - we have 
nothing to do then bat to avail ourſelves of the 
folly of mankind; we may venture, without fear, 
to ſhrive our neighbours, and plander them; to 
aſſaſfinate them, and give them extreme unction. 
It is apparent not only that they muſt have argu- 


ed thus, but that it is impoſſible they ſhould have 
argued in avy other manner ; for once mote I af- 


firm, it is not in nature for a man to ſay, I firmly 
believe what I teach, and yet act the direct con- 
trary during my whole life, and even at the laſt 
moment of. it. 


The laity, indeed, eſpecially ONES. the great, 


have imitated the clergy in all religions. Muſta- 


+ pha ſaid, my mufti does not believe in Mahomet, | 


| I onght not therefore to believe in him myſelf, 
and may ſtrangle my brothers withour ay fear oc 


ſeruple wintlocrer, 
K 2 
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That abominable ſyllogiſm, ns is falſe, 
dts there is n G i is as common as any thing 
I know, and the moſt fertile ſource of every crime. 

What, my brethren, becauſe Malagrida is an 
aſſaſſin, le Tellier a forger, la Valette a bankrupt, 
and the mufti a knave, muſt it follow that there is 
no ſupreme Being, no creator and preſerver, no e- 
quitable judge, to puniſh. or reward? I knew a 
Jacobin friar, a doctor of the Sorbonne, who 
turned atheiſt, becauſe the prior of his convent 
obliged him to maintain within the walls of his 
cloyſter that the virgin Mary was born in ſin, whilſt 
in the Sorbonne he was forced to ſupport the con · 
trary. This man faid very coolly,. my religion is 
falſe: if my religion, th erefore, which is beyond all 
diſpute the beſt in the world, carries with it the 
marks of falſhood, there can be no ſuch thing as re- 
ligion, nor,any ſach thing as a God. What a: fool 
was I to become, a Jacobin at the age £ of fifteen ! L 

I had compaſſion on this poor man, and talked to 
him : My dear friend, ſaid I, you were certainly a 
great fool for becoming a Jacobin; but whether the 
virgin Mary was maculate or immaculate, would God 
therefore loſe his exiſtence? Would he be leſs the 
judge and father of mankind ?. Does he not com. 
mand the firſt-Colar of China, as well as the low- 
eſt Jacobin, to be juſt, temperate, and ſincere, 


and do unto every ode as be would wiſh ſhould TY 
done unto him, and to love one another in ho- 
nour? Tenets change, my friend; but God never 
changeth. The Cordelier St. Bonaventure, and 


the Jacobin St. Thomas, are ſcarce ever of the 


ſame opinion; nevertheleſs they are, with a num- 
ber of other ſaints, encircling the throne of glory, 
and waiting for many more who reaſon no better 
than themſelves. Never do you think like Thomas, 


or like Bonaventure: Some books have been miſin- 
terpreted, others forged ; does that give you con - 


cern? Comfort yourſelf, my friend; the great vo- 
lume of nature cannot be miſinterpreted : there it 
is written, Adore one God; be juſt and charita- 
ble, kind and benevolent. If the holy fathers, the 
children of Ignatius, had given this excellent pre- 
cept a x place in their Catholic Catechiſm, they might 


have filled the world with good and valuable men: 


they might have ranked with other ſaints in the 


circle of God, and we ſhould not, as we now do, 


have congratulated mankind on their deftruQion.® 


"= Gt: on eee that my ſermon, 


® This i is an 8 * ſenſible letter —Hew little ſhould we 


have to complain of wh . to ey 2 7 e 4 religions 
3 opinions, FTC Ae 
—— ſi fi 


Omnia dixiſſet! 
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10 Me. DALENMBERT 


Proven ſome — Sas among... us 1 
warmly attacked philoſophy, they have had 
no great reaſon to value themſelves upon it, as the 
can now boaſt of her alliance with the northern 
ee The empreſs of Ruſſia's excellent letter 


3 Father la Valette, 10 wat Kubi amongſt vs, wad three 
years at London aſter the famous bankruptcy of his ſociety. 
He went by the name ot le chevalier Duclos, and aflumed 
the character of a financier in that large city, the general re- 
fort of foreign adventurers. | He feemed' to be of opinion, 
that having cheated the ſociety of Jeſus, he might alſo take 
the liberty to cheat ſome of his particular friends. He left 
London very ſuddenly. about fifty thouſand 2 in debt, 
to play ſome new part on another ſtage. This ſharper was 
ſeen atterwards at Liege, and decamping from thence, now 
wanders about, levying contridutions in every place on * 
ſuch fools as judge of men only by external appearance. 
N. B. This note is ſubjoined by the French editor. It is 
not-eaſy to determine what he means by the word Financier 
in this place, as we have no Engliſh word properly correſpon- 
dent to it, except perhaps that of an exciſeman, an office which 
would hardly have been entruſted to this gentleman, I ain 
rather inclined to think he meant a kind of private banker, 
broker, or dealer in money - matters, probably only amongſt 
thoſe of his own perſuaſion. This whole ſtory of his reſi- 


dence 1 in London ſeems to want ** 5 


— 
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| has given you ample revenge. It puts us in mind 
of the epiſtle which Philip wrote to Ariſtotle, with 
this difference only, that Ariſtotle accepted the 
honourable employment, the education of A. 
ander, which you have the glory of refuſing. 

I remember, when I was young, I had na ldes 
that the time would ever come when ſuch a letter 
fhonld be written from Moſcow to a member of 
the French academy. -I was an eye-witneſs of 
the nie of that empire, and behold four women 
have at length Wee what one man had be- 
gun. 

Surely dhe eee are our na- 
tive gallantry te the fair ſex, on a circumſtance fo 
extraordinary, and of which hiſtory can furoiſh us 
with no example. What a charming letter has 
this Catherine wrote! Neither St. Catherine of 
Boulogne, nor St. Catherine of Sienna ever wrote 
half fo good a one. If princeſſes apply themſelves 
to the cultivation of their minds, the Salic my 
_ muſt quickly be aboliſhed. 

Have you not oblerved, my dear friend, that all 
our great examples, and all our moſt uſeful know. 
lege, comes from the north? Newton, Locke, 
Guſtavus, Peter, and the reſt of them, were not 
educated at Rome, in the college de Propaganda. 
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our age are enumerated. 
There is, ſays the author, Peruſſau, Neuville, Gri. 


* 
K * # ” x r ? 


I have read lately a. of veltunizons * apology 
for the Jeſuits, whe! ein all the great geniuſes of 
— They are all Jeſuits, 


ffet, Chapclain, Baudori, Buffier, Debillon, Caſtel, 


Laborde, Briet, Garnier, Pezenas, Siennez, Hut, 


aud to crown all, ſays he, the great Berthier, who 
has ſo long been the oracle of men and of let- 


ters. No. x proteſt (ind f have as 1 750 13 5 
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This apology for the Jeſuits was written by hides 


ti, at Preſent an abbe. This man, who was formerly a Je- 
fuit, is patroniſed by the princeſs of Carignan, who has giv- 
en bim an apartment in her own palace at Paris. Some Jan- 
ſeniſts ſeruple not alſo to aſſert, that both the apologiſt and 
. brother Berthier haye private penſions from ſeveral ladies 
ab rongly attaches tothe late modeſt and 1 
ble ſociety of Jeſui its. 8 . 
D' Alembert certainly deſerves the FEW of his country- 


men, for his generous 1 refuſal of the offer made him by the 


empreſs of Ruſſia." It is noble in a queen to invite a philo- 
ſopher to her court, to inſtruct her, ſon; and teach him to 
promote the happineſs and glory ofhis country ; but a French- 


man, whoſe merit andvirtyes are all that he can boaſt, ſhould 


baniſh himſelf, butremain deyoted to his country, and 
"friends. Perdition on thoſe weak and inconſtant minds, 


I who who f 1 to foreigners their talents and their ſervice! A French- 


onld not, cannot, indeed, live with any ſatis faction 
3 of his own country. Of this Voltaire is a miſerable ex- 


ample,” which ſhould be a warning to all men of ſenſe and 


abilities, and teach them to avoid the yreat, their moſt cruel 
and contemptible enemies. To be happy with theſe, we 


muſt be amhitious, mean, and dirty. The man of merit 


ſhould never ſo debaſe and proſtitute himſelf as to offer in- 
cenſe to ſuch idols. They are unworthy, the regard of ge- 


nius, and only fit to be a Prey to flatterers and courtezans. 


N. B. This note by the French editor. | 


1 


FIFTEENTH 


0 * believed as Mr. Chicaneau) I never heard of 
any of theſe gentlemen, except brother Berthier, 
the journaliſt, who I thought died on his way to 
Verſailles, and who unfortunately confeſſed him- 
felf, without knowing it, to the eccleſiaſtical ga- 
zetteer the abbẽ Poignard, who refuſed him abſo- 
_ lution three times. 
Is am very glad to find that France can ſtill boaſt 
: of ſo many great men. I am told, that, amongſt 
theſe-ſublime geniuſes, there is one Mr. Le Roi, a 
famous preacher, whoſe eloquence is equal to that 
of father Garaſſe. To ſpeak ſeriouſly, if any thing 
does honour to the age we live in, it is, in my o- 
pinion, the three memorials of Mariette, Beau mont, 
and POifeau, in favour of the unfortunate famlly 
of Calas. Thus to employ their time, their elo- 
quence, and their credit, and without any reward, 
to ſuccour the oppreſſed; this is truly great, and 
brings us nearer to the times of Cicero and Horten- 
ſius than thoſe of Briet, de Hut, and brother Ber- 


thier. I have pleaſing expectations of the judge - 


ment that will be given. Thank heaven, Europe 
has already determined it, and I know of no more 
infallible tribunal than that of all honeſt men, in 


different-countries, j joining in the ſame opinion: 


they Tora together a body corporate, which can · 
L. 
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not err, ka it has not that I: which in &- 
ther bodies cor porate doth generally. preſide. 

1 know nothing of the little libel you mention, 
= Lam abuſed for my. Examen of ſome pieces 
of Crebillon. am a ſtranger both to the Examen, 
and the abuſe of it. I ſhould have enough to do, 
if I were to read all theſe beggarly ſcraps. peter 
the Great and Corneille find me ſufficient employ- 
ment. I have got as far as Pertharite, and intend 
to portion out the niece of that noble writer to 
E myſelf under the abuſe which I expect for 

We ſhall put it into the contract that ſhe is 
EN -german to Chimene, and that ſhe is no re- 
lation to Grimauld, or Mulple. Perhaps ſhe may 
have had a child before the edition is finiſned. A 
number of people of faſhion have ſubſcribed gene- 

rouſly. The graver ſays their names are no quite 
ſo valuable as bank- bills 
I have ſent the academy my tranſlation of Ran- 
clius from Calderon. You will ſee which is the 
original, Calderon or Corneille. You will die with 
laughing at ſome parts of it; you will find, not. 
withſtanding, in Calderon, ſome fine ſtrokes of 
genius. You will receive ſoon my General Hiſto- 
ry alſo. The picture which. I have drawn this 
time of human nature is a three-quarters length ; 


. 
4 


e rr N E. 6. 


in the other editions it was only a profile. * Old as 
1 am, I begin to know it better every day. 


Adieu, my dear and illuſtrious philoſopher, Tam 
obliged to dictate this; for I grow blind, like h 
Motte. When the abbe Trublet knows this, per | 
haps he vill Ze, a | better opinion of my verſes. 


LETTER XVI. 


„ 


| To bis 1 Nopal Fitch the ELECTOR 74. 
eee at Manheim. 


| Ferney, 4 14. 1761. 
0 D gracious | heaven hear the pray'r, 
And grant the wiſh of poor Voltaire, 
Twou' d be to ſee the happy day, 
When news moſt welcome ſhall impart 
Joy unfeign'd to ev'ry heart, | 
And I with honeſt rapture fay, 

* I've ſeen the lovely babe, my fears are o'er, 
Theſe aged eyes ſhall wiſh to ſee no more. 
Your highneſs will pardon this enthuſiaſm ; my 
tranſport muſt plead my excuſe, I know not what h 
I am doing. My letter, I fear, is wanting in the 


ST. The original is an alluſion to a paſſage of ſcripture, and 
ab a little 2 2 the profane. | 
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joy. Ton and the eleftreſs will pardon, I hope, 
my bad proſe, my bad verſes, my profound reſpect. 

and the intoxication of my heart, and condeſcend - 

to n ſome regard for your lirtle Swiſs, 


TEE LEY 


1 etiquette. At the birth of the duke of Buranady, 
all the boys danced in the apartments of Lewis XIV. 
I ſhould be a great boy at Schwetzingen, if I could | 


have the happineſs of throwing myſelf at the feet 


of the father, mother, and child. peace and an 
heir together are fortunate events indeed. I fall 


at your knees, -my lord, and embrace them with 


voirains 
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70 his Royal Maa" the ELE 0 T OR PA 


r at Nanbeim. 


keneg, e 9. 1760. 


T e e I give you joy, | | 
My noble friend, or girl or boy, 
It matters not; when Providence SY 


Thinks fit her bleſſings to diſpenſe, ; 


She keeps her ſecrets cover'd o'er, 
Nor lets us know her mind F before: : | 
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„And we, poor mortals, good or. ill, 
Wiſe, fooliſh, great, or little, till | 
-. Muſt blindly her beheſts full, 
As we know nothing of her plan, 
| Muſt grope our way out as we can. 
The machiniſt, you underſtand, 1 
| Who. is above, with pow'rful hand 1 
Directs the whole; and man, I ween, 
Is nothing but a poor machine. . 
Perhaps all is not as it cou d be; 
But all, no doubt, is as it ſhou'd be. 
We know, of all the worlds at leaſt 7% xt 
* cou'd have been, this is the beſts 7184 
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+ The fun thoughts tbe met wit i oe of one de : 
poets; 
Without your Gas muſt takes its 5 
Great ie don are pointed for, 
E As loaded needles to the north ; 7 8 | | 
ON by pps 7 oben, Rs 
Are barely V Tod fock'd in > > e 5 
To Heina Ce vas, , or Celia's chamber, 
3 aw and paper are by amber. 
bree down wophy, orlet | 
( (Suppoſe at ombre ar baſſet) 
Let people call us cheats or fools, - | 
Our cards and we are ual tools. — 
Mee ſure in vain the s condemn, 
+ _ Ourſelves both cut and ſhuffle them. 
5 In vain on fortfine's aid rely; | CE 
She only is a ſtander-by. | - 
Poor men! poor papers ve and they | 
Do ſome impulſive force obey, 
And are but play'd with—domot play. 
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It is the nobleſt gift of heavin el | 
If haply 'tis a daughter—well, tt ranks” 
I greet you; for en her ell deen t 
Each grace and beauty, that unite. 
To catch the gazing lover's light, „ e oat, 

And draw admirers to her arms, 


3 
1 
8 


| And, ſpite of berbelg grief, and 7, 50 => 


We have no reaſon to complain. | 


To have a ſon and heir, tho late, 


Were doubtleſs better for the ſtate 7 
And if a fon like you is giv'n, © 


OW 


The rival of her mother's charms. LT ages £77 


Illuſtrious pair ! if ever I, 


As poets may, can propheſy, | 
The offspring of thy nuptial bed, 
Or ſmiling boy, or beauteous maid, . : 


Shall be the theme of ev'ry tongue, 


And worthy them from whom it ſ prung. oh” 
And yet, my lord, in ſpite of all I have faid, 
the affair is of conſequence to me, and I would 


come poſt immediately to know which it is, if - 


that ſame-Providence, which does all for the beſt, 
had not treated me moſt cruelly. She has indeed 
uſed your poor little old Swiſs extremely ill, and 


made me the moſt miſerable, decrepid, and fhri- 


s EVENTEENT H 25 


velled mortal which this eſt of all poſſible worlds 


can produce. ,. _ U 

I ſhould really make an excellent figure amidſt 
the rejoicings of your electoral bigbneſs. It was 
only, 1 think, in the Egypt of antiquity that ſke» 
letons were admitted to a place in their feſtivals. 
To ſay the truth, my lord, it is all over with me. 
I laugh indeed ſometimes ; but am forced to ac- 


me that your highneſs is well; but I am fitter for 
an extreme unction than a baptiſm. May the 
peace ſetve for an æra to mark the prince's birth; and 
may his auguſt father preſerve his regard for, and 
was 4. _=_ 3 reſſ rigs of, his little Swiſs, 


VOLTAIRE 


* 


ä „ Mr. Voltaire has praiſed with the greateſt deg of 
ſtice this excellent prince and princeſs, who in berg 25 
politeſt manner take a pleaſure in diſtinguiſhing all the men 
of lettres and genius who frequent their oourt, which is 2. 
markable for its —_ . and every v virtue which 
adorns humanity. 
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knowlege that pain is an evil. It is a comfort to 
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LETTER xvi. 


. 
N. 


To Mr. DIODATY, on n his Diſſertation on the 
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| 81 a. 2 | Ferney, | jan 24, 1701. 
"A M PEI? ache 8 the honour you did ; 
me, by your kind preſent of a treatiſe on the 

excellency of the Italian tongue: it was ſending 1 
lover an eulogium on his miſtreſs. You will not- 
withſtanding pardon me, I hope, a few reflections 


in favour of the French language. | When a mi- 


ſtreſs palls upon 2 we may ſometimes take the part 


No language, 1 believe, is ;ntirely perfect. It 


z W in this, as in many other things, that the 


learned receive laws from the ignorant, It i is the 
multitude who have formed every language: the 
workmen have given names to their. inſtruments: 
the people got together and invented terms to ex- 
preſs their ſeveral wants and neceſſities; and, after 
a number of years, the men of genius who roſe up 
were obliged to make uſe, as well as they could, 
of ſuch phraſes and expreſſions as had been eſta- 
bliſhed by mere _— and the caprice of a mul- 
titude, | 
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- I chink there ats but two languages in the world 
that are truly harmonious, the 
ts. Phey are- indeed the only one  whofe verſe 
has any true meaſute; the certain rythmus, a pro. 
per mixture of dactyls and ſpondees, and a real 
value in the fyllables. Phe ignorant people who 
| formed theſe languages had certainly a better taſte, 
a finer ear. u ue wor delicace than dy na- 
nous. 5 g ; 
Tou wits Indeed; as you dobferve, at and mort 
fyllables i in your beautiful Italian tongue, and ſo 
have we; but neither you nor we, nor any other 


people have the true dactyl and fpondee. Our 


verſes are characteriſed by the nu mber, and not by 
the ſyllable. La bella lingua Tyſcana, fay you, e 
ks fg lie primogenita del Latino. Frue, Sir, enjoy 
your dirth · right; but let the younger ere come 
in ſor their part of the patrimony. 

I have always looked upon the Italians as onr 
masters; but you muſt acknowlege we are good 
diſciples, Almoſt every language in Europe has 
its beanties and its faults, You have not thoſe me- 
lodious noble terminations of the Spaniards, which 
a happy union of vowels and conſonants renders ſo 


fonorous ; 3 tas Ombret, las Hi c a Ootumbres : 2 


be ! Italiag Mn is we 9320 anne of 


the Latin. 
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Too want at Urewiſe the Arbtbonga, w which have ſo 
melodious an effect in pur language; hes. rois, les 
Empereurs, bes _ exploits, ' les - hiſtoires. Tou find 
fault with our e mute,. which you. call. a harſh and 
melancholy ſound, which expires as it were in the 
mouth; and yet in the e mute principally conſiſts 
the great harmony both, of our proſe and verſe. 
empire, couronne, diademe, flamme, tendrgſſ, vice 
zoire, all theſe happy terminations leave a ſound in 
the ear, after the pronunciation of the word, like 
2 harpſichord, that rings after ae is off the 
Keys. 8-4 | 
Tou muſt W that the vaſt ls of FS 
falls muſt have ſome adyantage over the five ſingle 
terminations of every word in your language; ; and 
even out of theſe fide you muſt take away the laſt: : 
for you have not aboye ſeven or eight words that 
end in , fo that there are in effect only four 
ſounds, a, e, i, o, that finiſh every Italian word, 
Do you. really think the ear of a foreigner can 
* charmed, when he reads for the firſt time, 11 
capitano. cel grand fepolera libero di Chrifto,. e che 
molto opro col ſenna, et colla mano? Can you ima» 
gine all theſe ſounds can beagreeable to an ear un- h 
| accuſtomed to them? Compare with this dull. dry 
uniformity, ſo diſagreeable to a foreigner, theſe 


$5 un no 


= two o fis verſes of Corneille C 
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Le deftin ſe declare, & nous. venons d entendre 

Ge quila reſolu du beau pere & du genare. 291 

You may obſerve every word has a different termi- 
nation,  Pronounce now thefe two verſes of Ho - 


Arg T6 aba aueh, 2 Jus ee. 


PT thele verſes before 3 any young perſon, 
Engliſh or German, who has any ear, they will cer- 
tainly prefer the Greek, barely ſuffer the French, 
and be ſhocked with the perpetual repetition of the 
ſame termination in the Italian. This I have my- 


"Felt ſeveral. times experienced. 


You boaſt the extraordinary copiouſneſs of your 


language ; ; you will at the ſame time allow we are 


none of the pooreſt. There! is in reality no idiom 


in the world which expreſſes all the gradations of 
things : they are all poor in this reſpect. None o 


them, for example, can expreſs, in one word, that 
love which is founded on eſteem, or that which is 
founded on beauty alone; that which ariſes from 
a conformity of manners, and that which ſprings 


from the neceſſity of loving ſomething. Thus it 


is with all the paſſions and qualities of the ſoul, 


that which we feel the moſt, is what we moſt 
land! in need of words to expreſs. 
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But do dot imagine, in wwe are reduced to the 


extreme indigence which you rteprovich us with. 
You have made out along catalague, of two pages, 
of your ſuperfluities, and our poverty. On one 


ſide, you have placed orgoglio, alterigia, ſuperbia, 
and on the other only orgueil ; but belides orgueil, 
Sir, we have ſuperbe, hauteur, Herts, elevation , 
 dedain, arrogance, inſolence, ghoire, gloriole, preſom- 
tion, outre-cuidejite; All thee 'woras exprifs the 
different ſhades aud gradations f price, ta the 
fame manner às with you engaglio, alterigih, Aer. 
ia, are not always fynohimdus. 

In your afphabet yon find fault with us for Htb- 


ing but one word to fighify valiant. I know very 
well, Sir, that your nation is very valiant When it 
has a mind, or other people have à mind that it 
ſhould be ſo; both Germany and France have been 
To happy as to have in their fervice 1 and 
noble Ttalian officers. + 
L Ttalico val non & ancor mort. 


Bu t if you have valente, prode, animoſo, we allo 
have vaillant, valeureux, preux, COUTAgeUX, | intre- 
Fiat, hardi, anime, audacieux, brave, &c. Cou- 
rage and bravery have ſeveral. different charatters, 
Which are expreſſed by fo many different words. 
We would Tay our generals are valiant, couragious, 
brave; but we would diſtinguiſh the lively and 


4 


E II GH TE EMT B. © 


bold, courage of chat general, who carried ſword 
in hand all the works at Port- mahon, cut out df 
the live rock, from that deliberate, conſtant, ac- 
tive firmneſs with which one of our chiefs ſaved a 
whole garriſon from inevitable deſtraQion; and 
marched thirty leagues in ſight of the e . 
ces, echfiſting of thirty tkouſand. 
We would expreſs differently alſo unt calen in- 
ow whith fone pretended connoiffeurs admir- 
ed in the youngeſt nephew of the hero of the Val- 
teline, who ſeeing his army routed, occaſioned dy 
the panicof our allies at Roſbach, which produced 
dur own alſo, having obſer ved the regiment of Di- 
eſbach and one more who ſtobd firm and unbrok. 
ven, as if they had been victorious, though they 
were ſurroumded by the <avalry, and battered by. 
the cannon, marched up to them none, praiſed their 
valour, firmneſs, intrepidity, parience, boldneſs, 
Fpirit, bravery, Sc. You ſee, Sir, hat a num- 
der of terms we have to expreſs one thing. After- 
wards he had the courage to rally theſe two regi · 
ments, and ſave them from an imminent danger, 
which their extraordinary bra very had ded them in- 
to, condacted them ſufely bn the face of a victori- 
ous enemy; and ſhewed ſtill greater ſtrength of 
mind, in ſupporting the bitter and inexhauſtible * 
reproaches of the fooliſh multitude, who are al- 


2 r Y . LO 
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1 Ws. be it good or bad. 


Lou may remark, Sir, that oa cou rage; . 
and firmneſs of the men who guarded Caſſel and Got- 


.tingen, and held out againſt ſixty thouſand of the 
enemy, was a courage compoſed of activity, bold- 


neſs, and foreſight ; as was that alſo of him who 
ſaved Wezel. Believe then, Sir, I intreat you, 


chat we have i in our language a power of expreſſing 


every thing which the defenders of our _ 


have the power to perform. 


Lou inſult us alſo with the word hos as if 


it were the only term-we had to expreſs our ſeve- 
ral courſes. © I wiſh to God you were right; it 
would be better, I believe, for my. health; but, 
_ unhappily for us, we have a whole kitchen dieti- 


onary full of them. | 
Lou ſeem proud of having two words the * 


N aify glutton ; but pray, Sir, call to mind, and at 
the ſame time lament, our  gourmands, goulus, 
 Friands, mangeurs, and gloutons, 


For the man of. knowlege vou don't — — 


that we have any word beſides ſeavant ; but be 
- Pleaſed, Sir, to add docte, erudit, inſtruit, eclaire, 
vou will find, I believe, both the name and the 
thing amongſt us; and thus it is with regard to e- 


very nag you have reproached us for. We have | 
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indeed no dimidutives, though we had as many as 
you in the time of Marot, Rebelais, and Mon- 


taigne ; but this puerile mode of expreſſion ſeemed 


beneath the dignity of a language ennobled by ſuch 


writers as Paſcal; Boſſuet, Fenelon, Peliſſon, Cor- 
neille, ' Boileau, Racine, Maſſillon, Fontaine, Ia 
Bruyere, and Rouſſeau. We left the otfes and 
ettes to Ronſard, Marot, and Dubartas, and only 
kep t feurette, amourette, fillette, grandelette, vil. 


bite, nabotte, maiſonette, and villotte ; and even 
theſe we never make uſe of when we ſpeak or write 
in the familiar ſtile. Don't imitate Matthei there» 
fore, who, in his {| peech to the academy of la Cruf- 
ca, i dwells ſo largely on the vaſt advantage of call- 


ing corbellb corbellino, forgetting at the ſame time 


that we have. corbeil and corbillon. 4d v5 Ford 
You have advantages over. us of much greater 
conſequence, that particularly of inverſions. You 
can make a hundred good verſes in Italian with 
more eaſe than we can make ſix in French, and 
the reaſon is, becauſe you allow yourſelves, that 
hiatus, thoſe gapings of ſyllables which we don't 
admit of, becaufe all your words end in a, e, i, or 
o, becauſe you have at leaſt twenty times as many 
rhimes as we have, and becauſe, which is ſtill more 
deſirable, you can do without any rhimes at all. 


But do not t reproach our language with rough- . 
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ſals have faid concerning the manner of ſpeaking 
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neſs, bad proſody, barreaneſs, or obſcurity; your 
own tranflations & prove the contrary. Read "i 
aver every thing that Meff. D'Qlivet and du Mar- 


our language with propriety. Read Mr. Duclos, 
and Douchet; obſerve with what force and per- 


ſpicuity, with what energy and grace, Mr. D' Alem. 


bert and Mr. Diderot expreſs themſelves} what 
piureſque | phraſes are often made uſe of by du 
Buffon, Helvetius, and Rouſſeau, even in works 


that da not appear fuſceptible af them ! 


.- hall put an end to this letter, already. too 
long, by ane reflection; if to the common people 
ve oe the formatian af languages, to great writ- 
s ve are indehted for the perfection of them: 
and the beſt of all languages is that . can boaſt 
of the beſt works in it. | 

IT have the honour to be, with hes, 
both for 1 and t the eee EY 


4 = my . 5 © Your, Oc. Se. 
.» Diodank nag into Italian the Peruvian Letters, by 


*. de Graffigny, and publiſhed them, in 2 vol 12 mo. with 
e original. f Biſſertation on the Ttalian Language was much 


talked of, probably on account, of the above letter om vol - 


taire concerning it. The French editor tells us, in a note on 
this letter, that Voltaire only wrote it 16 make his court to 


ſame great people, and give himſelf an air of j e yah 


men of literature, 
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ANOTHER ANSWER 


FROM 


Mr. VOLTAIRE to Mr. DIODATI 


Ferney, Feb. 2, 1767. 


AL E not to me of your exalted worth, 
Your wealth, your fame, your N 


and your birth; 
'Tis fooliſh pride, my friend ; you ſeldom ſee 


Men, highly born, boaſt of their pedigree. 
Tho' France has long by Italy been taught, 
And till reveres her miſtreſs as ſhe ought ; 


Yet keen reproach, like yours, may pay. the debt, 
And make the warmeſt gratitude — forget. | 


III. 

Beyond our childhood, we have quitted long 
Our ancient nurſe, and now are grown fo ſtrong, 
We ſcorn the milk which once vur weaker frame 
Suſtain'd, and proud return from whence we came. 
| " 


If aught conld make'vs i jotloby; "were the — 
+ Of Diodati in his rival's tongue. 


Do not thy own fair image then deface, Pots 
Nor do an ini ry where thou ow'ſt a grace. 


* 8 V. | 
No longer let us ſquabble for the prize, 
Equality, you know, contents the wiſe : 
Henceforth let this thy happineſs enhance, 
Ti nodilgracetul lot to rival France. 


F 
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To Mr BA LL oN, Intendant of Lyons, on 
account of a poor Jew taken wy for — 
mg Ea Goods. | 


Lathes NGS on the Old Teltament, which 
gives me this opportunity of telling you, that 
amongſt all thoſe who adore the New, there is 
not one more devoted to your ſervice than myſelf, 
a certain deſcendant of Jacob, a pedlar, as all thefe 
gentlemen are, whilſt he is waiting for the Meſſiah, 
waits alſo for your protection, which at preſent he - 
1 Alludiog to his elegant tranſlations from the French. 


j 
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has the moſt need of. Some honeſt men; of the 


firſt trade of St. Matthew, who gather together 


the Jews and Chriſtians at the gates of your city, 


have ſeized ſomething in the breeches pocket of an 
Iſraelitiſh page, belonging to the poor circumciſed, 
who has the honour to tender you this billet, with 
all proper ſubmiſſion and humility: I beg leave to 


Join my Amen to his at a venture. 
I T but juſt ſaw you at Paris as * Moſes ſaw the 
Deity, and ſhould be very happy in ſeeing you 
face to face. If the word face can any ways be 
applied to me, preſerve ſome remembrance of your 
old eternal humble fervant, who loves you with 


that chaſte and tender affection, which the religi- 


ons Solomon had for his three hundred Shunamites. 


LETTER XXI. 


ro tte Count de SERBET TI, on the new E- 
dition of Corneille. 


$1 Ferney, Aug. 18, 17632. 


AM old, infirm, and overloaded with uſeleſs 
and unneceſſary employments, three excuſes 
for not anſwering your kind letter. I find them 


* Sec Voltaire's Digionsire Philoſophique. | 
N 


2 3.1 SR 
3 = 


$ik q 
i FTE 


98 rr 


all three diſagreeable enough ; 1 bear the weakneſs 


of my own dotage tolerably; but cannot ſo well 


reconcile myſelf to that of Corneille, which never - 
theleſs muſt, it ſeems, be publiſhed ; becauſe the 


world, who have not ſo much taſte as (curioſity, 
will have all a man's follies, as well as his works. 
I know you are a lover of truth, and becauſe you' 
think ſhe is dear to me alſo, pardon my poor abi- 


ities, I flatter myſelf you will find ſome proofs 
of my adherence to her in the new edition of my 


General Hiſtory. I had ſketched human nature; 
I hope now I have drawn her at full length, 
I believe Meſſ. Cramer the bookſellers propoſe 


publiſhing. theſe additions in a ſeparate volume. 1 
leave the correction of the preſs intirely to them, 


as I have no “ intereſt in the affair. All I have to 
do is to ſearch out the truth as well as I can, and 


the applauſe of men of merit like yourſelf is my re- 


+ I am, with the greateſt reſpect, 
. Lour's, Sc. 


* Mr. Voltaire (ſays the French editor) gave away all the 
profits of his Univerſal Hiſtory to the bookſellers of Geneva, 
and has made preſents of all his productions for theſe fifteen 

IJ paſt, either to actors, or ſome of his particular friends. 

r. Voltaire's enemies either do not believe this, or can ſee 
very little merit in it. Such inſtances of generoſity are not- 
withſtanding very rare. We ſhould praiſe the meritorious 
actions of an enemy, as well as a friend Any man who, as 
Voltaire did, could portion out the niece of the great Cor- 
neille, would ſurely deſerve to be immortalized. - 
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L ET TER XXII 


To Mr. LA COM BE, an eminent Lawyer, on 


the Letters of Chriſtina Queen of mee 1 
liſhed at Paris. 


SIR, pt Ferney, June 13, 2763. 


Recei ved, the day before yeſterday, by the 
ducheſs D'Anville, the private letters of the 


queen of Sweden, which you did me the henour 


to ſend me. I am not ſurpriſed to find how much 
you are ſhocked at the * aſſaſſination of her gentle- 
man-uſher, nor at the indignation which you ex- 
preſs againſt that cruel and capricious woman, 
You do other kingdoms too much honour, I am 
afraid, when you fay that Chriſtina would have 


been puniſhed any where but in France. Puniſh- 


ed ſhe would moſt certainly have been, in coun- 
tries where juſtice and the laws preſide ; but thoſe 
countries are few in number; and, to ſpeak the 
real truth, I know of no place where they are 
ſtrictly obſerved. This woman, wicked as ſhe 
woos might moſt aſſuredly have remained OM im- 


In the gallery at Fontainbleau, for which ſhe was com- 
manded to quit the kingdom of Lewis XIV. who held this 


act of hers in the utmoſt deteſtation. 
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punity at Rome, Madrid, or Vienna, and in ſhort 


in any place where one man extinguiſhes all laws, 
and money is the only God. 

I., ſhould be greatly obliged to. you for any in- 
| telligence with regard to the authenticity of theſe 


letters. I have publiſhed ſome of Henry IVth's in 


the new edition of my General Hiſtory, which are 
extremely curious, which I did from the love 1 

; bear to the memory of that illuſtrious hero, the 
only monarch of France, who was an honour to 


human nature, who is intitled to our bleſſings, our 
regret, and our everlaſting remembrance of him. 


I am obliged for theſe divine letters to Mr. La 
Mothe, who copied them at Andouin from the o- 
riginal I am yet to learn whether the letters of 
Chriſtina were written in Italian, and tranſlated 
by you into French ; and am forry to find in them 


the words pompans and culbtins, which have been 
adopted into our language within my own _ 


mory. 
If the letters are realty Chriſtina's, ir might not 
be improper to obſerve, that a perſon who abdi- 


cates a crown on purpoſe to run about, and ſee 
the world, ought at leaſt to be wiſe; and even if 


we ſuppoſe her obliged to write with all that im- 
_ prudent pride, we ſhall be apt more to condemn 
than to pity her. It had been very eaſy for this 


* 
F 
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princeſs to have acquired glory whilſt the was on 
the throne : the daughter of Guſtavus might have 
been adored, even if ſhe had done nothing bue 


common things, like other princes ; the reputation 


of her father was ſo great, that the people would 
readily have made allowance for all the follies of 
her ſex, and even for all the miſchief which ſhe 


might have done if ſhe had dared. Thoſe mult be 


born without the leaſt ſhare either of wit or virtye 
who can't ſhine upon a throne and immortalize 
themſelves by what are called good actions, which 
by the way are much more eaſily performed than 
ſuch as are truly great and noble. 

The book, however, is a valuable relict, 3 
may ſerve at leaſt as an example to other princes, 
who may have the ſame fooliſh deſire to abdicate. 
I thank you for the preſent, and hope you will en- 
deavour to clear up my doubts concerning it. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, your's, Gr. 
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4. LETTER XXL 
To the Sisur FE Z, Bookſeller at Avignon. 

1 06 LET ae 
1* N your letter from Align; dated) April 30, 
you propoſe to ſell me, for a thouſand crowns, 
the whole edition of a collection of Voltaire's mi- 
ſtakes. both with regard to maxims and hiſtorical 
facts, which you tell me you printed in the pope's 
dominions. I think myſelf in conſcience obliged - 
to inform you, that in compoſing a new edition 
of my works, I have diſcovered, in the firſt a- 
bove two thouſand crowns worth of errors, and 
as in quality of author, I have probably miſtaken 
about one half on my own ſide ; this you ſee would 
amount to at leaſt twelve thouſand livres; ſo that 
I ſhonld cheat you of nine thouſand francs. Ob- 
. ſerve moreover what you get on the account of 
maxims; this is an affair particularly intereſting 
to all the powers engaged in war, from the Baltic 
to Gibraltar; I am not therefore in the leaſt ſur- 


priſed when you inform me, that the work is uni- 
verſally ſought after. | 


\ 
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rial army, cannot poſſibly take leſs than 


thirty thouſand copics,/which you will ſell © 


at forty ſous a piece; that you know is 


The king of Pruſſia, wtio. is paſſionate- 
1y fond of maxims, and more buſy about 


them at preſent than ever, will help you 
off with nearly the n which 
will be 6 


- You may depend 110 on alta Ferdl. | 


hand; for I always obſerved, when 1 had 
the honour of paying my reſpects to bim. 
he was happy in finding out my miſtakes 
of this kind; yon may therefore put him 
down, for twenty thopſagd, = 
With regard to the French artay, where 


they t talk more French than the Auſtrians 


10% 


Genter Landon, and the whole impe- Livres: 


£ 4 
* 


6 


40056 


and Pruſſians put together; you may ſend 


them at leaſt a hundred thoufand copies, 
which, at forty ſous each, will amount to 

In England and the colonies, where 
theſt iſlanders ſhudy from morning tilt 
night to find out my miſtakes, and turn 
them to their own advantage, you may 


hope at leaſt to diſpoſe of a hundred thou- | 


£1 


200006 


ſand, | - S - 
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Brought over wee 
As to oF Pu 420 divines, who deal 
particularly in this kind of ware, you 
ceean't ſet them down at leſs, in all bars 
of Europe, than a hundred ET. 
which makes in all, 4" OG h en 
Add to this lift about a hundred . 1-3 & 5t 
ſand lovers of the dogmatic amongſt the 
| laity, = - =_— | 200000 


Fo TY IR FL 9 


1 ave 


Sum- total one million three hundred and ſixty 
thouſand livres, which you” will touch at one 
ſtroke, from which, ſome little expence being de- 
ducted, the net produce remaining for & bas? will be 
at leaſt one million. 1 80 

I cannot therefore ſufficiently admire your diſin - 
tereſtedneſs, in ſacrificing ſo large a ſum to me, 
on paying down only three thouſand livres. The 
only thing which could prevent my accepting your 
propoſal would be the fear of offending Mr. Inqui- 
ſitor of the faith, or for the faith, who no doubt 
has given you his imprimatur, for certain maſſes 
which he will ſay for you; that is, if you pay 
him honeſtly for them. This ſanction once giv- 
en, muſt not be given in vain; the faithful muft 
rejoice in it, and I ſhould be afraid of excommuni- 
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cation, were I to ſuppreſs an edition 0 uſeful, 
approved by a Jacobine, and printed at Avignon, 
* As to your anonymous author, who has de- 


dicated his evening vigils to this important work, 


I admire his modeſty. I beg my beſt compliments 

to him, as well as to your ink-merchant. 
I am, in hopes of becoming better, and acknow- 

leging my faults with all humility, yours, &. 


ö # 
21 


ho LET T: E R XXIV. 
8 To the King of PRUSSIA h on his Recovery 


, > {4 * 
= WO! # $4.18 


N 12095 8 Foe 9 6 the ſiſters three, | 
Who weave too faſt the threads of deſtiny, 12 
As long the Styx they took their ev'ning walk, 


Had often heard the wand' ring ſpirits talk _ 
Of Pruſſia 8 gallant deeds, the laws he made, 


The wars e fought, | the virtues, he diſplay'd. ... 


We + * 


. Thoug K Vir. Voltaire (ays hon French editor) diverts 
himſelf — agreeably with his own miſtakes, he was not 
much pleaſed at the diſcovery of ſo many blunders, anachro- 
niſms, and contradictions, Which Mr. Berthier and others 


found out in, his Univerſal Hiſtory. 

+. This very pretty complimentary . is not to 40 
with in the new edition of Yoltaire's works, and was never 
printed before, though written above fifteen years ago. The 
thought is well carried on; but the poem ends flatly and *r 
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As thus they trac'd the hero from his birth, 
They took hier for the oldeſt king on — 
And as his wond'rous acts they.comwnted: o'er, 
Inſtead of forty, wrote him down. foarſeote, 81 
Then Atropos, to kingsa hatefal name, 
Diſpatch'd by gloomy Dis, to Berlin came 
Her fatal ſhears prepar'd expecting there k f 
To find a poor eld man, with ver Kain, 
And wrinkle forehead: Great was her Gi 
To ſee his auburn locks, and ſparkling eyes; 
To ſee him wield the ſword, to hear him play 
On the ſoft flute, his jovial roundelay. 
She call d to mind How once Aleides great, 
And aer ge Hep e n the pow! 5 
of fare; 6 5 e ig 
She epic? when ſhe aw, iu Pris end. 
The voice' of Orpheus, with Alcides mind; | 
Affrighted, threw her fatal ſhears aſide, * 
And home returning, to her ſiſfers ay, ' 
For Pruſſia weave a new and W her. 
Laſting as that for god-like Lewis made. 
In the ſame cauſe did both the heroes: abe; 
Gainſt the ſame foes with equal/zeal 1 unite, 
Both gain'd by wond'rous/attrimmorial 9 
The ſame their valour;- and theiriend the ſame 
And both hereafter ſhall—bur,ſoft; $5 Ae 
No longer the ** taſk er 


4 .* * 
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wo living nionarchs aptly to deſign, Tmine. 


Requires ani abler pen, and ſtronger pow'rs than 
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LETTER xv. 


+ 


To „ Me ROU $$ EA of Toulouſc Dirce- 

tor of the Encyclopredian Journal, printed at 
Botifllon, concerning à letter inſer ted in the St. 
1 Chronicle, J ay, 175 5 


de 


STR. * 3G Fee bes e 1763. 


EN anf w wer to yours of Auguſt 14, for which ] 

am greatly obliged to you, I muſt inform you, 
char the duke of Grafton, who has been in- my 
neighbourhood for ſome time paſt, ſhewed me, in 
the St. James's Chronicle, a letter attributed to me; 
but apparently the produce of Grub-ſtreet, or the 
charnel-houſe of St. Innocent. I muſt be obliged, 
out of regard to my character, to contradict this 


impertinent rhapſody in all the Engliſh papers. 
Men of ſenſe and candor know what credit is to 


* There were at this time at Paris three 1 ; Mr. 
Rouſſeau of Toulouſe; the celebrated John Baptiſt Rouſſeau, 
an eminent poet; and the famous John James Rouſſeau of 
Geneva, equally diſtinguiſhed for his extraordinary abilities, 
his ingenious paradoxes, and the perſecutions which he has 
ſuffered from igotry aud enthuſiaſm. 
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be given to idle reports of this kind, which the 
public is over · run with, and heartily tired of. 

With regard to the German critique on my Hi- 
ftory of Peter the Great, I ſhall be glad t o ſee it in 
your Journal. Thoſe remarks, which are ſenſible 
and judicious, will be of ſervice to me in the ſe- 
cond volume. I may very probably be miſtaken 
in ſome points, though I have followed as nearly 
as I could the memoirs ſent me from * Peterſburgh. 

There was a groſs error in the manuſcript con. 
cerning religion; the patriarch Nicholas was mi- 
ſtaken for the patriarch Photius, who lived an 
hundred years before him. In another place, A- 
praxin is pur for Nariſkin. As to matters of fact, 
if they are conteſted, the archives of Peterſburgh 
muſt anſwer for me. My Hiſtory of Charles XII. 
was ſeverely. criticiſed; the criticiſms: are e forgotten, 
the hiſtory 1 Rs. 


- - 


»The French tor" tells us, in à note on this paſſages 
that Mr. Yoltaire's Hiſtory of Peter the Great is nothing but a 
Gazette, and that it was written by h him merely to N 258 
the ani as of the court ing! n ei 
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L E T T E R XXVII. 
To Mr. ROUSSEAU, of Toulouſe. 
8 I R, 
o u wrote to me ſome time ago concerning 
a letter, as ridiculous as it was injurious, 


printed in my name, in the Engliſh Monthly Re- 


view for June; I then ſignified to you both my 
reſentment and contempt of this very viſible im- 


poſture ; but as ſome very reſpectable characters 


are attacked in this letter, it is of conſequence that 
the author ſhould be diſcovered: 1 therefore heres» 
by promiſe a reward of fifty louis-d'ors to any one 
who will convict him, Sec. 


LETTER XXVIL 


To Mr. de la FAR G VE, a Poet, who had ad- 
dreſſed fome verſes to him. 


. 


H E leſs I deſerve your elegant verſes; the 


more I am pleaſed with them. Beauties re- 
ceive the compliments paid them with indifference ; 
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the homely are delighted with them. I would 
have anſwered you in ſome verſes of my own, 
if J had not been ſo deeply engaged in thoſe of | 
Corneille. Every moment that I ſpare. from my 
commentary on the works of that great man, is a 
robbery of him. I cannot, howeyer, deny m yſelf 
the pleaſure of thanking you, and ſaying with how 
much eſteem I have the honger to be, 


Sit ir, yours, Ce. 


rern 


tary of Mr. le FRANC de POM IGN AN. 


8 

7 OU wrote thiee letters to Mr, de Voltaire, 
ſigned Ladouz, at the Hotel des Aſturies, 
wherein you inform him that you had been ſecre- 
tary to the famous Mr. le Franc de Pompignan; 
but that you have no longer the honour to belong 
to him, being diſmiſſed on a ſuſpicion of having 
furniſhed Mr. de Voltaire with memoirs againſt 
him, The falſity of this you deſired Mr, Voltaire 
to atteſt. His anſwer was, that be knew nothing 


| \ 
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of you, nor you ;of him; and that he never receiv- 
ed any memoirs againſt Mr le Franc de Pompignan 
but his own works, which, being himſelf old, in- 
firm, and almoſt blind, he has now commilioned 
me to repeat to you. 

This then is the ſubſtance of all he knows con. 
cerning Mr. le Franc de Pompignan. 

1. Some very indifferent verſes. 

2, An oration before the academy, in which he 
inſults all men of genius and letters. 

3. A memorial to the king, wherein he informs 
his majeſty, that he has an excellent RY at 
Pompignan. 

4. The deſcription of a fine feaſt, which he 
made at Pompignan, and the proceſſion in which 
he marched behind -a young Jeſuit, accompanied 
by all the bagpipes in the country; with an ac- 
count of a treat of ſix and twenty covers, which, 

was talked of all over the province. 

5. A fine ſermon of his own compoſing, 1 he 
tells us, that he was with the ſtars in the firma - 
meat, whilſt the preachers of Paris, and all the 
men of letters, ſtood below in the mire. 

6 A fine wife, very rich, very devout, and ve- 
Ty amiable, who cries night and morning for the 
loſs of her dear friends the faithful Ignatians, who 
has brought the ſignor de Pompignan, ber worthy 
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ſpouſe, a ſon and heir, and who is now very ſorry 
the was made to believe that ſhe mag WALES an 


Apollo, Sc. of 
My maſter has likewiſe wha do A Mr. 


le Franc de Pompignan (though he is drowned) 
compared himſelf to Moſes, and his brother the 


biſhop to Aaron; be rm * e to 
them. | 


He has alſo IEP talk of a plapend of. the bi- 


ſhop's, addreſſed to the inhabitants of Puy, in Ve- 


lai, by Mr. Cortiat, ſecretary. He is told, that 


in this paſtoral mention is made of Ariſtophanes, 


Diogenes, the Encyclopaedia, Fontenelle, la Motte, 
Perrault, Terraſſon, Boindin, Bacon, Deſcartes, 
Mallebranche, Locke, Newton, Leibnitz, Mon- 


teſquieu, &c. We congratulate: the gentleman of 


Puy in Velai, on having peruſed all theſe writers: 
like maſter, like man; but Mr. Voltaire enters 
into none of theſe ſcientific ſquabbles: he tills his 
land, and leaves to great men the bonour of en · 


lightening the age they live in. 


You acquaint him that the biſhop df. Alais | will 


take you for his ſecretary, provided you can get an 
atteſtation in due form that you never betrayed the 


ſecrets of Mr. le Franc de Pompignan; this atte- 


lation he readily ſends you, and hopes that when 
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you are ſettled at Alais, ow: will not be like the 
er Cortiat. EE: 


"4 am, Sir, 
Whatever you pleaſe to ſtile me, &c. ri 


P. S. I aſk pardon, Sir; I had forgot to men- 
tion, amongſt the works of Mr. de Pompignan, 
the Deiſt's Prayer, which he has elegantly tranſlat- 

ed from the Engliſh into excellent n and in 
a fine modern ſtile. 15 4 | 


LE TER XK: 


To Mr. R O USS E AU, Director of the En · 
12 eyclopcedian Journal. 


$ 1% © Paradiſe, near Geneva, 
| — Nov. 19, 1764. 

T is very true, as you obſerve in your letter of 
1 the 4th inſtant, that there is always ſomething 
coming out in my name, as people often give you 
made wines inſtead of foreign ones. The venders 
of this merchandize deceive themſelves more than 
the public. My wines have always been but in- 
different, and thoſe who porn * name will never 
make a fortune. | 

I have been informed moreover, that they have 

P 2 | 
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| publiſhed in Holland my private letters . the col- 
lection, I believe in reality, to be very private; for 


the public will know nothing of it. I cannot in- 
deed help thinking but that it is an affront to the 
public, and a violation of all the laws of ſociety, 

to publiſh any man's letters in his life-time with- 


out his conſent ; but to impute to him ſuch as he 
never wrote, an abominable piece of forgery *. 


This collection has never yet reached me; I am 


told it is a very bad one, and therefore give myſelf 


no concern about it. 

I preſume, that in thoſe familiar letters attribut- 
ed to me, not one of them will begin like that of 
Tully's, “ 1 ſhall be glad to hear you are in good 
health ; for myſelf, I am perfectly well.” This 


would evidently be a lye in print. 


I know we have the letters of Henry IV. cardi- 
nal d'Oſſat, and madam de Sevigne, Young Ra- 


Mr. Voltaire wrote ſeveral letters, wherein he difclaim- 


ed the Pucelle and the Dictionaire 13 77 53 The letter be- 
e mode 


fore us is full of contradictions and fa y : he avows 


and difavows at the fame time the private letters printed at 


Amſterdam, as is evidently proved by Mr, Freron, who was 
ſo cruelly and unjuſtly treated in the Pucelte, and many other 
parts of Voltaire's works, for attacking the inconſiſtency of 
his conduct, which Freron diſcovered and reflected on, per- 
haps with too much ſeverity; but when authors quairel, they 
generally treat each other like pirates. For Voltaire's real 
character, ſee a book, much admired, entitled, The Oracle 


of the new Philoſophers, by Mr. Guyon, ' 


N. B. This note by the French editor, 
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trifling, and were only pardoned out of reſpect to 
his illuſtrious name; but we are not at liberty to 
publiſh the correſpondence of obſcure men, unleſs 
they are as agreeable, like the epi/fole obſcurorum 
virorum. What entertainment can the public ex- 


pect from a few uſeleſs inſipid letters, written by 


a man retired from the world, to people whom the 
world know nothing of ? It is as ill-adviſed a 


thing to print ſuch ſtuff, as it is ridiculous to read 
it; for which teaſon all this kind of frippery ſinks 
into eternal oblivion within a fortnight. Our 
modern publications reſemble the innumerable 
quantity of ſſies, that, after buzzing a few days, 
periſh, and give place to others, who quickly un- 
dergo the ſame fate, 

Few of our occupations indeed are of muck more 
value or conſequence; and he was no fool who 
firſt faid that all was vanity, except the peaceable 
enjoyment of ourſelves. What I have ſaid would 
deſerve a place in your journal, if it was adorned 
| by your own pen. 


I atd, Sir, &c. 


cine publiſhed ſome of his father's they were but 
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LETTER XXX. 


To Mad. D UFID A N, a 136) celebrated for 
her Wit and Underſtanding. | 
E both, fo "EA n Jecrees, have loſt our eyes, 
Voltaire the weak, and Dufidan the wiſe. 
And Wine s the mighty loſs? No more we ſee 
The ſons of folly, pride and treachery, 8 
Who, drunk with pow'r, lord it o'er mankind; 
Nay, in this little world we all are blind. 
The city and the court, the great, the ſmall, 
Fortune, and Love, and Plutus govern all; 
And all are blind, like us, if, out of five, 
One ſenſe alone we loſe; but few alive, 
With ages like our own, can boaſt the ſame. fame; 
We live, we think, have honours, friends, and 
And many a pope have ſeen, and many a king ; 
Beſides, you know, for ſo the poets ſing, 
Great Epicurus ſaid, The gift of heav'n | 
Was a fixth ſenſe, which wou'd alone be giv'n 
To its choice fav'rites, well worth all the reſt ; 
But were the ſoul of perfect light poſſeſt, 
We'd better then, my friend, have kept our eyes, 
Ev'n though we cou'd not fee without our ſpec- 
tacles. 


T HI NMT E T H. 117 


Fou ſee, madam, I am a worthy brothes; and 
buſied in the affairs of our little antient republic, 
few of us being leſs than ninety. You tell me peo- 
ple are not ſo agreeable: as they were formerly; 
yet the partridges have the ſame flavouras they had 
in our youth, and the flowers the fame beauty; 
but it is not ſo with mankind : the foundation of 
every thing is the ſame; but talents are not ſo: 
the talent of making ourſelves amiable, which has 
always been an uncommon one, degenerates like 
others. It is not you who are changed, but it is 
the court, and the city, as I hear by thoſe who 
know them. The reaſon perhaps is, we have not 
ſufficiently ſtudied the art of pleaſing by Moncreif : 
we are employed about nothing. but the faſhionable 
follies of the age. 
. Reaſon gains credit lowly, and with pain. How 
do you think ſociety can be agreeable with all that 
pedantic: rubbiſh that perpetually furrounds it i 
Jou certainly deſerve the compliment of a Pucelle : 
one of your good things is quoted in the notes to 
that theological work ; but at preſent you muſt 
know it is impoſſible to bring any printed book 
from foreign parts to Paris. Even the miniſter 
whom you mention will not permit me to ſend any 
thing under his cover, or directed to him, They 
are frightened, and I don't know why. Be con- 


— - 
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tented, and if, in a fortnight's time, I don't ſend 

you my Joan by ſome honeſt traveller, tell Mr. 
Preſident Hainault he muſt furniſh you with one 
by means of ſome hawker or other. It will coſt 
vou three livres, and is a very cheap poak of divi- 

1 | 
14-1 am 1 your friend ſhould be ſo hunted ; Jou 

muſt have leſs of his company, and it is a great 
loſs to you both. I ſpend my life pleaſantly enough 
in my retreat, and with the family I have got a- 
bout me. Adieu, my dear friend; take courage, 
and let us make a virtue of neceſſity. Do you 
know this ; is a proverb taken from Cicero | ? 


LET T E R XXXI. 
To King 8 TAN ISL A Us, at Luneville. 


Have nothing but thanks to return your maje- 
ſty; you are known indeed but by your bene - 


volence, which has gained you the noble title you 
poſſeſs, You inſtruct the world; you adorn, you 


relieve, you direct it, both by precept and by ex- 
ample I have endeavoured at a diſtance to profit 


from both as much as I could. We ſhould all en- 
deavour to do as much good in proportion, as your 


Fine ., #9 
majeſty does im your kingdom. You have built 
fine royal churches, I raiſe village ſteeples: Dioge- 
nes removed his tub, when the Athenians equip- 
ped their fleets; Whilſt you relieve a thouſand 

_ diſtreſſed wretches, we little folk muſt relieve . 
| It is the duty of princes and of private men: 
| ak one according to his condition, to doas much 

 goddas he can. Tour majeſty's laſt book, which 
brother Menou tranſmitted to me by your order, 
is a new favour conferred on mankind. If any a» 
theiſts/there- be in this world, which I do not be- 
eve; yout. book will confufe their impious abfur- 
dity. The philoſophers of our age have happily 
removed all your majeſty's ſuſpicions on that head, 
and rendered your labours unneceſſary; They 
bleſs God that, ſince Newton and Deſcartes, no a - 
theiſt has ever appeared in Europe. You have 
likewiſe admirably well refuted thoſe who formerly 
believed that chance had contributed towards the 
formation of the univerſe. Your majeſty muſt 
with the greateſt pleaſure obſerve, that there is not 
a. phitoſopher amongſt us who does not conſider” 
the. word itſelf as intirely void of all ſenſe and 
meaning. The greater progreſs natural and expe- 
rimental philoſophy have made amongſt us, the 
more viſibly. do we perceive. in every ching the 
hand of the Moſt - High, 


0 


a LETTER 


The philoſophy of our days i is full of celpect for 
the deity. It doth not content itſelf with a barren 
worſhip alone; but extends its influence over our 

manners, and makes our philoſophers the beſt of 
eitizens alſo. They love their country and their 
king, ſubmit to the laws, and ſet examples of loy- 
alty and obedience. They condemn to ſhame and 
infamy thoſe pedantic and furious factions, which 
are equally prejudicial to the royal prerogative, and 
the peace and happineſs of the ſubject; nor is there, 
T believe, one of them who would not gladly con- 
tribute half his fortune to the ſupport of the king - 
dom. Continue, Sir, to countenance and protect 
them by your authority, and by your eloquence to 
convince the world that men cannot be truly hap- 
py, but when kings are philoſophers, and have a 
number of ſubjects who are philoſophers alſo. En- 
courage, by your powerful voice, thoſe citizens 
who teach nothing in their writings and converſa- 
tion bot the love of God, their king, and their 
country Confound and deſtroy at the ſame time 
thoſe mad and factious fools, who accuſe every 
man of atheiſm that is not of their + ogy in mat- 
ters the moſt indifferent. 
The angelic doctor aſſerts, that all ths Jeſuits 
are atheiſts, becauſe they won't allow the court 
of Pekin to be idolaters ; and Hardouin the Jeſuit - 
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tells us, that Paſcal, Arnauld, and Nicole muſt be 
atheiſts, becauſe they would not be Moliniſts, 
Brother Berthier ſuſpe&s the author of the Gene- 
ral Hiſtory of the ſame crime, becauſe he does not 
agree that the Neſtorians, conducted by the blue 
clouds, came from the country of Jacia, in the 
ſeventh century, to build Neſtorian churches at 
China. Brother Berthier onght to have known 
that the clouds conduct nobody to Pekin, and that 
we ought not to mix old wives” fables with ſacred 
truths. A Briton, ſome years ago, making ſome 
enquiries about the city of Paris, was accuſed by 
the abbẽ de Trublet and Co. of irreligion, on ac- 
count of the ſtreet Tireboudin, and the ſtreet 
Trouſſe Vache; and the Briton was obliged to ſet- 
tle the affair with his er at the Chatelet de 
Paris. | 
Kings look down with contempt on theſe little 
diſſentions; they conſult the general good, whilſt 
their ſubjects, enraged one againſt the other, are 
always doing private wrongs. A great king, Sir 
like your majeſty, is neither Janſeniſt, nor Moli- 
niſt ; he makes reaſon reſpectable, and faction ri - 
diculous. He makes even Jeſuits good at Lorrain, 
in ſpite of themſelves. When they are driven out 
of Portugal, he gives twelve thouſand livres a year, 
2 good houſe, and a convenient cave to our dear 
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brother Menou, that once a year he may have it in 
his power to ſerve the friends under his protection. 
He knows that virtue and religion conſiſt in good 
morality, and not in contention. He gains a blef. 
fing from all, while ane are univerſally 
| deteſted. | 
I call to mind, Sir, with the 8 and. Joe 

rel pectful acknowlegement, the happy hours which 
T have paſſed in your palace, and remember well 
phat you condeſcended to be the delight of private 
company, With as much eaſe as you create public 
felicity ; and that if it is a happineſs to be your 
' ſubject, it is a ſtill greater happineſs to be admit- 
ted as your friend, I ſincerely wiſh, that a life ſo 
uſeful to the world may be extended beyond the 
| prdinary limits, Aureng- -Zeb and Muley-Iſhmael 
| lived to aboye the age of a hundred and five. If 
God granted ſuch length of days to the infidel 
princes, what will he not do for Staniſlays ths Be- 
peficent ? ? | | 


{ws Sr, with the moſt profound reſpect, 
Jour's, Sc. Ge. 
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To Mr. L E BRU Ne, Gecretary to his Serene 
Highneſs the Prince of Conti, who had ſent 
Mr. Voltaire a fine Ode on Corueille, and was 
the firſt who recommended the niece to, and 
brought her acqualtited with him. us 


| Ferney, Nov. ,. 1760. 
Should hae 3 you wait, at leaſt theſe. four 


months, if 1 had pretended to anſwer. you in as 


goed verſes as your. own: 1 muſt, therefore content 


myſelf with telling you in plain proſe, that I admire 
both your ode and your - propoſal. It is fit that an 


old ſoldier of the great Corncille's ſhould. endea” 
vour to be ſerviceabie to the grand daughter of his 


r. Le Brun was che firſt man of letter who entered 
envi intd the càuſe of Mr. Corneille. Mr: Voltaire very 
generouſly embraced the opportunity of ſupporting a family 
which had been left in great difireſs by their relation Mr de 
F *ontenele, who entirely neglected them. F reron, about this 
time, not knowing any thing of Voltaire's intention, applied 
to the comedians, and got a benefit in favour of Corneille's 
nephew. What Voltaire has done fince, is well known. It 
was a.noble thing i in him to portion her dut from the profits 
of her uncle's works: that edition, with other preſents, got 
in the whole above ſixty thouſand livres. To Voltaire i in a 
great meaſure was owing alſo the reverſion of the ſentence a- 
gainſt the family of Calas. When the character of Voltaire 
is canvaſſed, theſe actions ſhould not be forgotten. 
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Ls; but when we are building caſtles and 
churches, and have relations to provide for, we 

can't do all we would wiſh to do for a perſon who 
| ought to be aſſiſted by the greateſt * in the 
kingdom. 

I am old, Sir, but TEM a legs with me who is 
a lover of - the arts, and has made a proficiency i in 
ſome of them. If the lady you mention, and 
whom I ſuppoſe you are acquainted with, will ac- 
cept of ſuch an education as my niece can afford 
her, ſhe will take care of her as of a daughter, and 
J will endeavour myſelf to be a father to her: her 
own need not to be at any expence, and her paſ- 

f ſage ſhall be paid to Lyons, where ſhe may walt 
. on Mr. Tronchin, who will furniſh her with a 
carriage up to my houſe, or a ſervant ſhall meet 
her with my equipage. If this is agreeable, I am 
at her ſefvice, and hope to thank you to the laſt 

hour of my life, for procuring me the honour of 
doing what Mr. de Fontenelle ought to have done. 
Part of her entertainment ſhall be to ſee us play 
ſome of her grandfather's pieces, and diſcuſs th 


ſubjects of Cinna and the Cid. 
I have the honour to remain, with all due e- 
| ſteem and reſpect, | 
8 Sir, your, . OG 


N 
== od 
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L E T T E R XXXIIL 
To Mr. LE BRUN 


SI R, po”. Delices, Nov. 22, 1960. 


N conſequence of your laſt letter, on the name 
of Corneille, and the merit of his deſcendant, 

as well as on account of another which I received 
from her, I have reſolved to do every thing in my 
power te ſerve her. I flatter myſelf ſhe will not 
be diſguſted at a retreat where ſhe will ſometimes 
meet with men of merit, who have all the reſpect 
for her great uncle that is due to him. Mr. La 
Leu, though an eminent notary of Paris, who lives 
in your neighbourhood, will, on ſight of this let- 
ter, immediately reimburſe to you the money ad- 
vanced for the journey of Madem. Corneille. She 
has no preparations to make, as linen, and proper 
dreſs of every kind will be: provided for. her on her 
arrival. Mr. Tronchin, banker at Lyons, will 
have advice of her coming, and will be ready to 
receive, and conduct her to me. As you are ſo 
obliging as to enter willingly into this little buſi- 
neſs, I ſhall ſubmit it intirely to your care, and 


- 
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depend on the intereſt you take in a matter that 
concerns a name lo dear to every man of letters. 


I am, Sir, with the een frienditip and 
eſteem, - f 


Your, &c; 


LET TR XXKIV., 


To uncle CORNELL L. 


= | 


M A D.A "_ W's, Delices, Wes 19607 
POUR name, your merit, and the letter you 
honoured me with, increaſe both in Mrs. 


Dennis and myſelf our "impatience to receive you, 


and we hope to deſerve the preference you have 


been ſo obliging as to favour us with. I muſt in- 


form you that we paſs ſeveral months in the year 
at our country houſe near Geneva, where: notwith- 
ſtanding you will be accommodated with every 
thing neceſſary with regard to the duties of religt- 
on; but our principal reſidence is in France, a- 
bout a league off, in a very tolerable houſe, - which 
Tam building, and where you will be more com- 


modiouſly lodged than in the place which I now 


write from, You will find ſufficient amuſements 
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in boih, either in works, reading, or moſie. If 

you have anꝝ inclination. to learn hiſtory and ge- 
graphy, we will ſend for a maſter, who doubt 
not will think himſelf highly honoured in teaching 
any thing te a niene of the: great Corneille, and. 


. mann ner e 
7 eke Lam, ih the ers W. F 
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| To Mr. ho Chevalier de ae Ts at Toulouſ 


8 1 n, wei Delices, Lept. 20, 2760. 


I AM not well enough at preſent to have as 
much wit as yourfelf; you take me at a diſad- 
vantage; as Waller faid to St. Evretnbnd, you are 


got; but you muft have too much fenſe not to ſee 
that. Mr. Montefquieu received into the academy 


for having langhed at it, is a piece of drollery, and 


nothing more. Do as the academy did, Sir, en- 
ter into the joke; and above all take care never to 
read the diſcourſes of Mr. Mallet, unlefs jock are 


troubled with a want of ſleep. 
R 


very good to read things which I have intirely for- 


— Os AE 
* „ 
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Ton have explained very well what Monteſquieu 
meant by the word virtue in a republic; but if you 
recollect that the Dutch broiled upon a gridiron 
the hearts of the two De Wits; if you call to mind 
how my good neighbours the Swiſs ſold duke 
Lewis Sforſa for a little ready money; if you re- 
member that the republican John Calvin, that wor 
thy divine, after having maintained in his writings 
that no man ſhould ever be perſecuted, not even 
thoſe who denied the Trinity, burned alive with 
green fagots a Spaniard who differed with him in 
opinion on that ſubject, you will moſt certainly 
conclude, that there is no more virtue in a 1 5 
Hc than in a monarchy. OOH OG 200 


 Ubicunque calculum Ponas, ibi naufragium fere 


| The world, my friend, i , is one great ſhipwreck 
75 man's motto, Saye yourſelf if you can.“ 
I am ſorry I ſaid that William the Conqueror 


diſpoſed of the lives and fortunes of his new ſub- 
jects like an eaſtern monarch : you did right in 


condemning me for it: I ſhould only have ſaid, he 


| abuſed his victory, as they always do, both in the 


eaſt and i in the welt ; for moſt indiſputable i it is, 
that no monarch, upon earth has a right to divert 
himſelf with plundering. and kling his ſubjects 


juſt as he thinks proper. We poor hiſtorians are 
too often believed, and the greateſt i injury we can 
do mankind is to tell them, as ſome do, that the 
princes of the eaſt are very welcome to cut off as 
many heads as they pleaſe. It might very probably 
happen, that the oriental princes and their con- 
feſſors might imagine this noble prerogative was by 
divine right. I have ſeen many travellers who had 


paſſed through Aſia, who all ſhrugged up their 


ſhoulders when you talked to them of this pretend. 


ed deſpotiſm independent of the laws. It is true, 


indeed, that in troubleſome times, both the mo- 
narchs and miniſters of the eaſt are as wicked as 
our Lewis XI. or Alexander VI. True alſo it is 
that men are evefy where equally inclined to vio- 
late the laws, when they are angry, and there is 
no great difference in this reſpect from Ireland to 


Japan. There are, notwithſtanding, in every 


place ſome honeſt men, and virtue, improved by 
| ſcience, turns the hell of this world into a paradiſe. 
Tour virtue, Sir, as appears by your letter, is 
of this kind; and the illuſtrious preſident Monteſ- 
quieu would have found in you a friend worthy 


of him. FJ F ® & % > * > 9 * 


A gentleman, w Whoſe eſtate lies, I believe, not | 


7 * from you, is now with me, and propoſes ſpend- 
iog ſome time in my little retreat; it is the Mar- 
= > 
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| quis; . He has convince PPS 
can be more. amiable. than .man..of:honour,aud 
virtue, who has wit.and,gevins. I copld wiſh, you 
would do we the ſame honour, and. aſſure yau; it 
would be the greateſt PAR, aN * yn 


Pace Fans oft 9.0025 dns 
it i | 
P. 8. You will —— my mot av. 
this with h wy WER” Sc > op 20h 
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To LAT EE. anal. — 
| ond Poet of e PIG 


8 1 Males „„ ries 


Send you a little certi Sede which ee 
acquaint you with the character of Graſſet, for 
whom your immediate protection is warmly folicit- 
ed. This fellow publiſhed at Lauſanne an infa- 
mous libel againſt morality, religion, the peace of 
individuals, and the good order of ſociety. It will 
become a man of your worth and abilities to deny 
a wretch like him that favour and protection, which 
ſhould only be reſerved for the good and virtuous. 
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1 mall depend on your kindneſs and on your juſtice 
in this particular. Pardon this ſcrap of paper; it 
is not agreeable, Tknow, to the uſage of Germany, 
but it ſuits the frankneſs of a Frenchman, who 
has a greater relpect Far you than-any German. 
- One Lerveche, formerly preceptor to Mr. Con- 
ſtant, is the author of a libel againſt the late Mr. 
Saurin; he is miniſter of a village ſomewhere © near 

anne. He bas wrote me two or three let 

io your name. Thele'fellows'are ſet of wr 
very unworthy the'honour of beingffolicited for't 


à wan of your merit and confequenceÞ+. - N 
I take this oppottunity to uffure you of the great 


eſteem and relpect which 1 ſhall always have for 
1 3 1 ws Nv MD 2IUB 0. 5 Ein 112 5 O. e 
V 
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by 3.7 1 131 8 WW 6s © e . * 
4 * 91 


bo The nf 1 * ban ou trois letters — ſays 
% votre nom,” Two or three anonymqug letters in your name. 
ere to de a 1 of Mr. Voltaire's, as one 
ee conceixe — IY- n, 
name could be properly called anonymous. 

This letter, ſays the French editor, full of Mren⸗ ge FR 
ail zetude called for the elegant and alba the 
celebrated and ineſtimable republican Mr. Haller, which we 
have therefore with great-pleaſure tranſcribed. It will let us 

Anto ops ng and e N * of Mr. de Vol- 


8 2 . z 4 
6 3 


Mr, HALLER Anſwer to Mr. 4e vo- 
„ oat 


l me der 454 
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5 75 's 1 5 3 901 of (Magi 
. T ol U. R letter 1 given met the greateſt e con- 
cern. Lice and admire a gentleman poſſeſſ- 
<d of riches and independency, who, has it in his 
power to chooſe the, beſt com pany, equally ap- 
plauded by monarchs, and by the, pub ic, and im- 
mprtalized by fame; and ſhall 1 behold this very 
man loſing all his peace and quiet, only i in endea- 
; - vouring to prove, that one man has ſtolen from 
F him, and * another " not yet CONT whether 
EE: * he has or no? wr £657 *? +1 Irnigho 
E ; "Providence 5007 an dan e to way man- 
ds ** it has ſhowered down riches and glory upon 
you. You muſt have your misfortunes, alſo, and 
it Ai found out the equal poiſe againſt your . 
nels, by. giving you too much ſenſibility. 


2 | 3 


D In ſpite of the eee nd certificate (hays 15 French 
editor) which Mr. Voltaire procured from the ſieur Cramer, 
nothing could be done; though his enemies might probably 

have advanced ſomething againſt him not ſtrictly true: but 

Mr. Voltaire always ſhewed too keen a reſcktment of the 
trifles which were written againſt him, as witneſs his affair 
with Freron. : 
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The perſon whom you com plain of would loſe 
very little by loſing the protection of a man, who 
has long laid hidden is an obſcure corner of the 
world, and who is happy i in having no influence 
or connections. The laws alone have here power 
to protect the citizen and the ſubject. Mr. Graſſet 


has the care of my library. I have ſeen Mr. Ler- 
veche, (you mean Laroche) with one Mr. May, an 


exile, whom I have viſited ſometimes ſince his dif- 
grace, and who paſſed the latter my of his time 
with this miniſter. 
If either of them have put my n. name to . hed: 
ters, and made people believe, that we are 'more 
intimate than we really are, 'I ſhall certainly, when 
1 ſe them, reſent it as an injury done to mie, which 
from too great a inal. for me you ſeem to M 
exaggerated, ro | 

If wiſhes had any power, I would 20d one to 1555 
bleſlings you enjoy. I would wiſh you that tran- 
quillity which flies before genius, which perhaps is 


not of ſo great value when conſidered with relation 
to ſociety, but of infinitely more with regard to 
ourſelves; the moſt celebrated man in Europe 


would N be ale the moſt . 553 
ee "lam Sr, 


Your perfect admirer, Py 
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To Mr. te ha rat des Geet th 


lais, a tj repreſented in February I 76 $. 


— 


SIR, 13 
L 1 E 


411 Amed blad, abt 41 0 8 
and the voice of fame has acquainted me with 


your aſtoniſhing ſucceſs. I have a heart alſo that 


is intereſted in it: permit me to join, ough at 
ſo great a diſtance, my warm applauſe, with that 
of the“ whole kingdom, Long and uninterrupted 


may be your merit and your happineſs „ Nothing 


i All , fays che French edi tor, crouded with rapture 


to this excellent tragedy, ſo intereſting to every lover of his 
coun The city of Calais fignalized themſelves more par- 


Revtarly by the rt14Hks 6f favour thewn both to the tragedy 


and the author of it | He was crowned for the firſt time, an 


the applauſe of the court e 8 that of the city. Nothing 
Je tht geld e First ns „A medal wad fuck 


at the Louvre; one ſide of it Wee the Kings with theſe 
words, Artium parens ; on the reverſe, is Apollo holding 2 
Hag, on which is rieten Nen Py naler * a 


little below, . e tran 
Er, pe noſetur ab illis. 


An era glorious for -the poets, an and which at the fame time 


does honour to the monarch, Yard ſhews ſuch taſte and love 


for genius and abilities. 
The extraordinary, tho” toſervet ſucceſs of this tragedy, 


excited-the malice of ſome little poets, who wrote epigrams 


againſt the author and his piece. 


*, 
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remalns to g; your glory dot t to 8 by 
Fan Nin £1 21071 1 291 nn rin 
I I embrace you mithotis ceremony 1 5 — 


brother. poets, mornin. nn] 1 a; with; 15 
fn 1 en nel 


edlen Y Für ges - Yours, * id 
: * | 3 | | ; 
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L IND tho' I am, my friend, I ill can hear 
25 "I voice of Fn, Which thundersi in 107 ear, 
5 EEpigram, on the Siege of Calais, 55 


Bombaſt and fuſtian all; a deal | 7 bs 
Of idle prate, and fooliſ zea j; ꝑ 


1 A heap of flattery, great pretence, ah. en 
801 With very little wit or ſenſte © 
= Such was the merits join'd to raiſe it. * 
belt And ſuch are all the fools who praiſe its ls Ten] 
r Anocher, on the fame.” 22 Tuer 


Rejoice, ye knaves and fools, T ay. rejbiee, 
All citizens enroll'd by public voice. 
A glorious honour, which, in Lewis reign, 
Who fav'd their country only cou'd obtain. 
Of old twas dearly bought !—but now-a-days '-. 
Tis to be had for—praiſing Belloy's plays. 
There follows, in this place, an epigram, as it is called i in 


the original, on the picture of Mr. .Belloy; but it is ſo poor 
a piece, that it is not worth tranſlating. And likewiſe ano- 
ther on the word ſiege, which, in French, fignifies both ſiege 
and ſeat ; but, as the pun does not anſwer i in Engliſh, it 
could not be tranſlated. 


. 8 
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And talks for ever of thy charming Nys n 
Which make ev'n malice ſmile, and envy pie. 
Tbe patriot and the poet all commend ; 
Whoe er is Belloy's muſt! be France 's friend.” 
Equall'd by few, by fewer ſtill furpalsd, -  _ 
Long may thy merit, long thy praiſes laſt. 
One honour ſtill remains, and one alone, 
To crown thy fame, the cenſure of Freron. 
Whilſt I from envy; pride, and malice be 
Who look not on thee with baſe Jealouſy; + - 
In brother bards unſeemly, give thee joy; 
Nor mo we from le Franc, or poor * nene, 


* 
e T "ett Io | 


= "Mr. Du Roſt r called the Sie of 
Calais, printed for, two months Pelcle x the : A th Sie of 
Mr. du Belloy's, was impriſoned at Fort ! Exigne, for endea- 
vouring to perſuade che public, that the players communicat- 
ed that piece in manuſcript to Mr. du Belloy. This young 
man, who is but: an indifferent poet, quarrelled with ſome 
perſons of the feſt conſequence. He even went ſo far as to 
Accuſe Mr. du Clairon of having ſtolen the manuſcript of the 
—_— of Cromwell from the Sieur Morand, who has been 

eſo ten years. - Unhappily che world, and particularly 

| = Morand's Fiends, believed the accuſation. *' 
| Ni. B. This note by the French editor. 
The above Parody is a poor piece of poetry, as well 
in the original as oe ging 3 and ſeems not to have 
deen written by Voltaire, * Mr fe amongh his letters 
by the 1 _ 
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To the Marqui deVI LLETTE, Son of th 
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H 0 W Pak are-thoſe who reach while they 
delight! ene 15 

— like thee, who think as well a write ! 

But reaſon with the ſiſter graces joĩn Jon's; 450950 

To give thee perfect empire o'er the mind; 

Thus with his lyre Apollo wins our A 

And kills the ee Pytho with his darts. 

Tis the ſame great, the ſame all-pow'rful god, 

Who quells the ſavage monſters of the wood, 

As he whoſe active and enliw'ning ray, 

Gives warmth to nature, and lights up the TY 

But more a god he is, when to the charms 

of love he yields, and ſports in Daphne's arms. 

The tefs; Sir, that the owl of Ferney Yeſttves 

your fine verſes, the more ought he to-thank-you 

Ir them: he intereſts Hitnfelf" in every n Wa 

concerns you, becauſe he knows your worth. 
In thee we, as in others, find br 
'The-venisl frufts of heedleſs b 10 5 
Bot pardon foibles, where the mind _ 
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I ſhall retain you -as one of the beſt advocates 


for our philoſophy, and 1 hereby giye Jou notice 
of it; all will by and by be unveiled to 100 ; * 


ſhall be one of un. I b up 
To be good natur'd, eaſy, gay, wu 8 
Is man's due tribute to ſociety : | 
For others this; and to burſelves . 4 
The duty to be happy for our pains. 11 
We have one little new cell, and are building a- 


nother. ane need ee een n in 3 
our convent 2. 5 C 599 0! 
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Mr pra FRAEND, 8 w8 re March x 1, 1365. 


1 Haze read over with the greateſt, 80 
the new memoirs of the innocent famil gl Ca- 


8 * Tie French editor; in a note to this letter, Bas given 


dull anecdotes co the nenen to whom 
WI. fte which, as they el ond ao no enitertainm ent 


Wood dps whos, hc itted; J 037-241} 
1. This letter, Fs the French editor, has been already 


publiſhed : we have 3 it here, With additions, or 
more properly ſpeaking, the reſtoration of a lon og paſſage, 
which was not ſuffered to appear in the aris edition; we 
mean that part of it which concerns Mr. Rovfſeau df Geneva. 
It is ſo far particularly valuable, as it gives us a farther inſigbt 
into the d of Mr. Voltaire, and his opinion of that 
celebrated philoſopher, 3 
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has, by Mr. Beaumont. 1 admired, and even ſhed 
tears ovet᷑ it; but 1 learned nothing from thence 
vhich Idid not know before. I have been thorough- 
ly convinced with fegard to that point for ſome 
time paſt, and had the hippitcſs of ut} the 
firſt ſatisfactory proofs of it. 

Lou ſeem deſirous to know how this 0 
abhorrence of it has happened, that all Europe 
cries out againſt this legal murder of poor Calas, 
broke upon the wheel at Toulouſe; and how it 
came to paſs that the diſcovery of this dreadful 
piece of injuſtice ſhould take its riſe in a little un · 


mount Jura, a'hiindred leagues 2 E. rob 
ſceüe of this mournful tragedy. -' 0; 90} 07 Nate 
About the end of March, 1762, a W 


who had paſſed | through Languedoc, came to ſee 


me at my little retreat, two leagues from Geneva, 


who acquainted me with'the Peutiment uf Calas; 

ä and at the ſame time Allüred me, that he was per- 
fectly i innocent. I obſerved 10 mim, that it was 
ſcai ce probable he could have committed the crime; 


and ſtill leſs probable that the judges, who had no 


private intereſt in the affair, could condemn an in- 
nocent man to be broke upon the wheel. 


The day after, I was informed that one of ihe 
children of this unhappy father had taken refuge 


— 


kitowh corner of the world, between the Alps and 
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7 in Switzerland, 1 His 
flight inelined me to think the family guilty. I 
reſſected, notwirhſtandiag, that the fat 1er 
been condemned for aſſaſſinating, without any ac- 
coinplice, his own ſon on account of his religion, 
and that this man was ſixty - nine years of age at 
the time of his death. I never. remembered to 
have heard of any old man who was ſq horrible an 
enthuſiaſt. 1 bad always remarked, that this kind 
of religious rage ſeldom attacked any but Young 
men, - whoſe lively, weak, and tumultuous i imagi- 
nation is frequeatly inflamed by ſuperſtition. The 
fanatics of the Cevennes were all madmen of bee 
teen twenty and thirty,: and taught from their 
infancy to ſtile themſelves prophets., The convul, 
ſiotiſts, many of whom, I ſaw at Faris, were all lit- 
tle girls, or young fellows; the old men in our mo- 
naſteries are not ſo ſuſceptible of furious zeal as 
thoſe who-are juſt out ot their noviciate, All the 
remarkable aſſaſſins, who were armed by fanati- 
ciſm, have been young men, as well as thoſe whe 
pretendetl to be poſſeſſed, and 1 never heard of an 
old man's ng unpeciſed., This Saanen in 
the r ben the laſt "wk {than 8 68 | 
IL ordered the young man to be brought to me, 
and ex pocted to find him one of thoſe wild enthu · 


ſiaſts whom I have frequently met within his cↄun-· 
try; inſtead of which, I ſaw before me a ſimple 
lad, open and ingenuous, with à copntenance-of 
the utmoſt ſoftneſs, and which at once iptereſied 
you in his favour, and who, whilſt he was ſpeak - 
ing to me, endeavoured, but in vain, to hide the 
tears that fell from him. He told me he had been 
apprentice to a manufacturer at Niſmes, . where it 
was the public talk that his whole family at Tou- 
louſe would ſoon be condemned to death; that all 
Languedoc believed them guilty ; and that, to a- 
void ſuch dreadful ignominy, be had fled to > Swit- 
zerland. 
A Tete bis if his father and mother bad & 
cheracter of being paſſionate and cruel; He aſſured 
me to the contrary ;| and that they had never beat 
ode of their childres in their whole lives; but on 
the other hand, were the moſt tender and indul- 
gent parents. I muſt own to you this thoroughly 
convinced me of their innocence. I received more 
information, a little after, from two merchants at 
Geneva, men of undoubted probity, who had 
ladged with Calas at Toulouſe; they confirmed 
me in my opinion. Far from thinking the family 
of Calas a ſet of parricides and fanatics, I began 


to ſee that they had been accuſed and ruined = 


ſome vile enthuſi _ Long ſince had I I 
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need what the ſpiri of party and eme were 
capable oft. HOT wit end to bao 


But what was my ee when, on my 
writing to Languedoc concerning this ſtrange afs 
fair, both Catholics and Proteſtauta aſſured ime, 
in anſwer, that no doubt was to be made of Calas s 
guilt; but I was not yet deterred: I took the li- 
berty e ofa 1 Governors of the province, 


miniſters of ſtate All unanimouſly: adviſed me 
not to interfere any farther. Every body candemu- 
ed me, and 1 ſtill perſiſted, - i N Sir, 175 12 | 
conduct. | DAT 

The widow of Calas, from) whom, to crown * 
misfortunes, they had taken away her daughters, 
was retired into folitude;. to indulge her griefs, and 
wait for that death which-ſhe every day expected. 
1 did not inquire whether ſhe - Was a | Proteſtant, | 
but only whether ſhe believed in a God, the re. 
warder of virtue, and the avenger of ant I aſk- 
ed ber, whether: in the, name of that -: ſhe 
would atteſt, under her own hand, that her huſ⸗ 
band died innocent: ſhe never heſitated i in the leaſt; 
no more did I. I deſired Mr. Mariette to take her 
defence to the king's council. Mad. Calas was ob- 
liged to leave her TRY * undertake her 3 jour- 
ney to Paris 


FORTY-SECOND. 143 


We ſee by this; that i there are great crimes in 
the world, there are pethaps as many virtues : and 
that if ſuperſtition produces misfortunes, *. 
phy can repair them. 

A lady, vhoſe generoſity 8 to 15 high 
birth, and who had been ſome time at Geneva to 
inoculate her daughters, was the firſt that aſſiſted 
thisuaforttnate family, Several French, who had 
retired into this country, contributed alſo. The 
Engliſh travellers diſtinguiſhed themſelves more 
particularly in this affair. As Mr. Beaumont ob- 
ſerves, there was a conteſt of generoſity between 
the two nations, which ſhould be the moſt forward 
in ſuecouring virtue thus cruelly oppreſſed. _ 
What followed no one knows better than your- 
ſelf1' who laboured in the cauſe of innocence with 
more:zcal und intrepidity} how nobly did you en- 
courage thoſe. orators who were heard by France 
and hy all Europe with ſo much attention ! It re- 
called to mind the times when Cicero defended A- 
merinus, accuſed of parricide, before the ſenate. 
Some perſons, indeed, who ſtiled themſelves holy 
and devout, declared againſt Calas; but, for the 
fieſt time ſince the eſtabliſhment of fanaticiſm, the 
volce of wifdom put them to ſilenee. 
Reaſon may now indeed be ſaid to have * 
a glorious * us; but would yon be· 
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lieve it, my dear friend l the family of Calas, " 
nobly aſſiſted, and fo well revenged, was not the 
only one accuſed 'of parricide on a religious pre- 
text; not the only one who has been ſacrificed to 
'the rage of prejudice ; there is one which is yet 
more unhappy, becauſe whilſt it experienced the 
* misfortunes, it has not met with the ſame 
conſolation, or found a en a * e, 
and a Loiſeau, a 

It ſhould ſeem that there nul dwells i in Lame. 
doc an infernal fury, brought thither in former 

times by the inquiſitors in the train of Simon de 
Montfort, and that ever ſince thoſe days ſhe con- 
tinues, god now and 50 wy ſhake ber torch a. 
mongſt . . 8 
A lawyer of Caſtres, Sbols name was „Steen, 
had three dau ghters: as the family were Proteſtants, 
the youngeſt” of the daughters was ſtolen away 
from her mother, put into a” convent,” and well 
Whi pped, to teach her her catechiſm: ſhe runs mad, 
and throws herſelf into a well about a league from 
her father” 8 houſe, ' The zealots immediately con- 


| * Mr. FILE bg to the bondur of humanity, ſeems reſolv- 
ed to defend the cauſe of the Sirvens, as he has already done 


that of Calas, which I remarked to bam at the time when e 
vrote me this letter. | 

N. B. This note by the French editor, who, bebe dag to 
the laſt ſentence in it, ſhould ſeem to be the perſon to whom 
this letter is addreſſed, Mr. D'Amoureux, 


N 
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clude, that the father, mother, and ſiſters had 
drowned the child. It was taken for granted a- 
mengſt the Catholics of that province, that the 
Proteſtants always make it a rule for fathers and 
| Mothers to hang, drown, or cut the throats of all 
thoſe children -who ſhew any inclination towards 
the Romiſh religion. This was at the very time 
when the family of Calas was in nes and the 
ſcaffold prepared for them. 

The affair of the drowned child lohn abe 
Toulouſe. Here, faid they, is a new inſtance of 
a father and mother convicted of parricide. The 
rage of the populace increaſed ;' Calas was broke 
upon the wheel, and a warrant iſſued out againſt 
Sirven, his wife, and daughter. Sirven had juſt 
time to eſcape with his ſick family; they travelled 
on foot, and without any proviſions, over cragged 
mountains covered with ſnow. One of the daugh- 
ters was brought to- bed in the midſt of all the ice 
and cold, and dying herſelf, carried her dying in- 
fant in her arms. They bent their courſe toward 
Switzerland. The ſame chance which conducted 
the children of Calas decreed that theſe alſo ſhould 
put themſelves under my protection. 

Figure. to yourſelf, my friend, four ſheep, n | 
the butchers accuſe of having ſlain a lamb; ſuch 
was the ſight I had before me. So much innocence, 
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joined to fo much miſery, it- is impoſſible to de. 
ſcribe, What would you have done in my ſitua · 
uon! Muſt one be content to weep over human 
nature? I took the liberty to write to the firſt 
preſident of Languedoc, a ſenſible and good man; 
but he was not at Toulouſe. By means of a friend 
of ours I got a placet preſented to the vicechancel - 
lor, During this time the father, ——— 
two daughters were hung in effigy - near Caſtres, 
5 their. goods. confiſcated: 0d nota Gin lf to 
35 em hes 
Here, Sir, is a War a virtuous, Inge: 
cent family given-up to beggary and ruin, and in 
a ſtrange country. They meet indeed with com- 
paſſion; but how hard it, is to remain an object 
of compaſſion all our lives. At laſt, I am told, 
that a pardon ſhall be procured for them. I thought 
at firſt they meant the judges, and that the pardon 
Was for them. You mult be ſatisfied that this 
133 family would rather beg their bread from 
door to door, and die with hunger, than ſue for 
the pardon of a crime they were never guilty of, 
and which is too horrible, were they ſo, even to 


deſerve it. And yet how are they to obtain juſtice? 


How furrender themſelves. to priſon in a country 
where half the people ſtill believe the murder of 


6 Calas jultifiable ? ? Muſt * go a ſecond time to ode. 
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mand a new trial? Muſt they endeavour again to 
_ excite the public pity, which the misfortunes of 
Calas have already exhauſted, and which will grow 
tired of always having accuſations of parricide to 
refute, condemned Perſons to acquit, and judges 
to confute? 

Are not two ſuch wagicsl events, hapgnaing ſo 
cloſe to each other, my dear friend, proofs of that f 
unavoidable fatality to which our miſerable race is 
ſubjected ? that dreadful truth, ſo often told us 
by Homer and by Sophocles, an uſetul one indeed, - 
as it may teach us patience and reſignation. _ 

| Muſt I add, on this occaſion, that whilſt theſe 
pb roma touched me in the tendereſt man- 
ner, and affected me to the laſt degree, a man 
whoſe profeſſion you will gueſs at by what he ſaid, 
reproached me with the intereſt I had taken in two 
families, that were utter ſtrangers. to me. Why, 
ſaid be, do you trouble yourſelf about them; let 
the dead bury the dead. To which Ireplied : Ihave 
found in my deſart an Liraclite bathed in his own 
blood; permit me to pour oil into his wounds. 
You are a Levite; let me be a Samaritan. . | 

They treated me indeed like a Samaritan, made 
a defamatory libel upon me, which they called a 
Paſtoral Letter; but it was the work of a Jeſuit, 

and ſhould be forgotten, The wretch did not 


4s. E N tru A 


know that I had at that time taken a Jeſuit under 
my protection. Could 1 give a ſtronger proof that 
we ſhould look upon our enemies as our brethren ? 
This melancholy madman, formerly a little pet - 
ty citizen of Geneva, is eternally clamouring a- 
gainſt me, and crying out in his convulſions, that 
I perſecute and purſue. him from place to place, 
and, in the end, ſhall force him to hang himſelf; 
ſo much have I ſet the miniſters of the goſpel and 
the magiſtrates of the country againſt both his 
Vritings and his perſon. He writes all theſe fine 
things to a great lady at Paris, who admires his e- 
loquence more than that of Cicers or Boſſuet, and 
loves her John James » like her lap-dog. This 
good lady ſpreads her pretty little ſtories about a · 
mongſt other good ladies, who tell them to the 
very good ladies at court, till all theſe agreeable 
goſſips are inſenſibly as it were perſuaded into a 
moſt cordial hatred of me, either upon the ſtrength 
of her word, or from her idleneſs. Good God! 
of me, who never ſo much as pronounced the name 
of John James four times in my life; who never 
read any of his melancholy reveries, becauſe I hold 
ita as an eſidbllhed En; that * who benen live 


+ be 1 As Rouſſeau, the led: writer 100 a philoſo- 
| pher, f ſo you | known * his New 14 etc. now in _ Eng» 


* 
* 


mY 
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long muſt always laugh; me who, for theſe ten 
years paſt, did not know whether this Allobrogian 
Hercules exiſted or not; who thought he had been 
ſhut up in ſome hoſpital, or wedged into the trunk 
of ſome old tree in tbe ſublime: foreſts of Pala, 
phic Switzerland. _ che 
Iour paſſions are 8 love 5 ans nd . 
hatred of calumny. Conformity of character pro- 
duced our friendſhip.” I have ſpent my life in 
ſearching for and publiſhing that truth which I re- 
vere; what other modern hiſtorian has defended 
the memory of a great prince againſt the ſhameful - 
impoſtures of an ® obſcure writer, whom one may 
properly ſtile the calumniator of kings, miniſters, 
and generals, and who «pt gag is no "ey 
n , 
I have done co more ani with a6 
to the dreadful calamities of Calas and Sirven, than, 
What every other man would have done, followed 
the bent of my own inclination. The aim of a 
philoſopher is not to lament the wretched, but to 
ferve them... S | 
I know the rage. with which fanaticiſm would 
| perſecuts philoſophy, whoſe daughters, truth and 


P 


* Mr. Volaire, according W S editor, alludes to 
the memoirs of Mad. Maintenon, by Mr. de la Beaumelle, 
an author who had treated Mr. Voltaire, in ſeveral of his 
performances, with * ſeverity. 
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I toleration, ſhe would deſtroy, 8 Ca- 
las; whilſt Philoſophy only wiſhes to difarm the 
children of fanaticiſm, falſhood and perſecution. 
| "Thoſe who are not able to reaſon, have always 
endeavoured to diſeredit thoſe who are. They 
have confounded the philoſopher with the ſophiſt, 
and miſerably deceive themſelves, The true phi- 
loſopher will ſometimes indeed hew his indignati- 
on againſt that calumay which purſues him; he may 
overwhelm in eternal infamy the baſe, mercenary, 
 birdling ſcribler, who twice in the month affronts 
truth, reaſon, taſte, and virtue.“ He may, as he 
goes along, facrifice to ridicule and contempt thoſe 
who inſult Merature even in the ſanctuary, where 
they ought moſt to revere it; but at the ſame time 
he is a ſtranger to cabals, party · prejudice, and re- 
2 He ſtudies with the wiſe Montbar +, and 
the philoſopher of 4 Vorẽ, to make the carth more 


bag! "This + alludes moſt probably to the Auer ke wiſe, 2 Kind 
de review publiſhed in France, and ſuppoſed to be vxitten dy 


Nas of an excellent work, imtitled Natural Hiſtory. 
z The celebrated Helvetius, author of the Hire de I? Ef- 

pirit, or A Treatiſe on the Faculties of the Mind. The molt hu- 
mane and generous creature upon earth. The inhabitants of 
Vore,.where he lived, are continually bleſſing and praying for 
bim. He was perſecuted and baniſhed on account of his trea - 
tiſe. The hypocrites and devotees of the court, thoſe eruel 
and vindictive ſpirits, conſpired to deſtroy him; dut the pub 
Rc, which always does juſtice to virtue and abilities, have 
amply repaid him for the injuries W which he met 


with at court. 


—— 
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fertile, and its-inhabitants more happy: He clears 


ber of plorghs, and conſequently of men alſo; 
employs and feeds the poor, encourages matrimo- 


ry, Nlleves lde olphän, never inurtrurs againſt 


neceſſary taxes, but enables the huſbandman to 
pay them with chearſulneſs. He expects nothing 


from the world, but does all in his power to ſerve 


de abhers the hypocrite, pities the luperttidout, 
ad, in ſhore; de a ffiehd to all mankindꝰͤ 


0.279989 21961 103m lo: c 1:6 nam fond 
* $pch, jets ono as alf fate 
time Mirebeau, wh Kick chin to Ds of 


France, who procured ah oder ro be him RNs 


r er cba Publicsdtdh of thidlettes, Freron, in nis Anne, 
Hikiryriſe pan ot. a ler from a-Proveſtapt philoſopher, which 


following letter from Mr. D'. 
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the lands that are uncultivated, increaſes the num 


'© I perecive f am drawing your portrait, . 
it wants nothing | to make it perfectly fike; but 
your being happy enough to live in the W | 


was very ſevere = he! on Calas and Voltaire, which- probably 7 
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1 Have lately read, in 4 little periodic paper, 

called: The Annaliiof Literature, 4 ſatire, : OGy 
gaſioned by a piece of;juſtice done to the family of 
Calas, by the ſupreme tribunal of the, maſters. of 
requeſts, which has craiſed.. the. indignation of all 


| honeſt men, as I am told moſt of theſe papers do. 
2 "by" x 815 Hale 


N eh every 
teceived a let 

ter a nee philoſopher, ww obs telt Md. 
that if the world were to — concerning 


1 


"that affair, from. Mr. Volt raire's letter, which. 


circulated over Europe, they would entertain but 
a very falſe idea of it. The author of the paper 
does not venture directly to attack the maſters of 
requeſts; but ſeems to hope his cenſure of Voltaire 
will fall upon them, 5 al {mare ned on the 


ame evidence. VVV 


10 


* Wes: are n. 17 = but not to ig? this let- 
ter was written; but may r it Was moſt probably 
_ addrefled to the F * editor. 


FR He begins by. endeavouring o deſtroy that fa», 
durable preſumption which all the lawyers went 
upon, that it was not natural to ſuppoſe a father 


of his being inclined to change his religion, - He 


oppoſes to this argument, the validity of which is 
ſo univerſally. acknowleged, the example. of Ju- 


nius Brutus, ſuppoſed to have condemned his {on 


to death, and is ſo blind as not to ſee that Junius 


Brutus was a judge, who with the greateſt concern 


ſacrificed nature to duty. What kind of compa- | 
riſon can there be between a ſevere - ſentence and 


an execrable aſſaſſination ] between an act of duty 
n parricide, and ſuch a parricide too which, 


if it had been committed, the father, mother, 
brother, and friend, ok all have been accom pl 


ces in'! 


der and indulgent; father, and that he had never 
beat one of his children, it is rather a proof of the 


ſimplicity of thoſe who believed this depoſition, 


than any mark of innocence in the accuſed. It is 
true, indeed, that it is not an abſolute legal proof: 
but ſurely it is highly probable: it was a power- 


ful motive for a further examination, and Mr. Vol - 


taire was only at that time in ſearch of ſuch cir- 
5 U 2 
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{hould aſſaſſinate his ſon, merely on a ſuppoſition : 


8 OB En TEE 


He th 8 28 to 1 ibat if the lus af 
Calas did actually ſay there never was a more ten- 
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cainſtanices as wig detetmüine him to enter o- 

roughly into this intereſtiug affiit concerning 
which he afterwards produeed fuch convincing 
proofs, whi ch had bees enen r kim ar Tos. 
„ Tr 

But there is Stem Mill more ede 

Voltaire, with whom he paſſed three months 15 
Geneva, at the time when he undertook this affair, 
inſiſted on it before he engaged, that Mad. Calae, 
whom he knew to be a very religious woman, 
ſhouſd ſwear in the name of that God whom ſhe 
adored, that neither her huſband or ſelf had the 
leaſt concern in it. This oath had great weight, 
as it was hardly poſſible Mad. Calas ſhould fwear 


falſely, or run the hazard of coming te Paris, and 


expoſe herſelf to the ſevetity of the law. She was 
ee out of the cauſe; nothing obliged her to 
take ſo avs. ee ſtep as to recommence a crimi 
nal proceſs, in Which ſhe might have loſt her life, 
This author ferme not to know how much it muſt 
| ſhock a perſon, with any ſenſe of religion, to be 
| guilty of perjury ; but this he ſays ĩs a falſe me- 
thod of reaſoning ; * it is juſt as if we were to aſk 
% one of the ee who had condemned On” . 


© i her 


But how abſurd is e comparſik 1 1 T he habe 
no _— will makeoath, that he e _—_— h 
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to his conſrience; but this conſcience might have 
deen im paſed of by falſe evidente': whereas Mad. 
Calas could never be deceived or impoſed on With 5 
regard to the” crithe imputed to ber huſband or 
Berſelf. The nccuſtd mult Kdow- in their own 
hearts Whether they were goilty or not; but the 
Judge” can Sly knee it by the evidence, which 
is often equtv6cat}' the writer of the paper there- 
wre muſt have argued: {for I love to call things by 
their varties) with 8 much folly and malighity. 
He makes bold to deny it was ever ** believed 
5 i Lii6guedoe, that the Proteſtints make it a 
point to deſtroy thoſe children "whom they ſuſ- 
i 1455 of any deſigh to change their religion.“ 
Theſe are the words of this very filly writer. He 
does not know that this accuſation was ſo ſeriouſly 
and fo univerſally believed, that Mr. Sudre, the 
famous advocate of Toulouſe, who gave us an ex- 
cellent memorial in favour of the Calas family, has 
there refuted this popùlar error in page 59, 60, 
and 61, of his account, He does not perhaps 
| know likewiſe, that the church of Geneva was ob- 
bliged to ſend fo Toulou ſe a folewn proteſt Spain 
this horrible accuſation. 
hie makes himſelf merry with this ſerious and 
15 Fender, affair, and laughs at the ſcheme of writ- 
ing to the governors of Languedoc and Provence, 


> 
— 


— 


N 


9 get proper W B I "Ou they 
might know, how to proceed. What. could have 
been done better for this purpoſe? 1 
I ſhall ſay nothing of the little vitticiſms geit. 
tered about in this paper. The innocence of Ca- 
las, and the ſolemn decree made by the maſters of 
requeſts, are things, of too much conſequence. to 
de debaſed by the mixture of ſuch trifles, 4 
L Taſk pardon of Mr. Voltaire for j joining his name 
to 0 chat of ſuch a man as Freron; but as theſe poor 
and miſerable ſeriblers are (| uffered at Paris to abuſe 
genius and merit, I thought a ſoldier, 2 by 
a ſenſe of honour, might be permitted d to ſpeak his 
ſentiments on the occaſion; and I am. faciclied you 
may 0 impart my thoughts toalllovers of truth, 


we * n © 2 2 
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E F "Rab you was * 3 as to write, 
ſhews at once the goodneſs of your heart, 
and the excellency of your underſtanding. You 
acquaint me at this time with the inſolence and 


— 


ore vk TR 157 
feneſs of Freron, which * was before a ſtranger 


JE Fy 


„ having | geber "lit, of his paper. "That e ance 


200 Ve 
I thank her, fo unkind | to m but you} have ex- 
þ tracted. gold from h bis "reg 


calumnies. 


* * 144 


If this man had; read the letter which Mad. Ca- | 
las wrote from her retreat, where ſhe was almoſt 


expiring; and from whence they dragged her with 
the greateſt difficulty; if he had ſeen the candour, 
the grief, the reſignation, which ſhe expreſſed in 
2 of the murder of her ſon and huſband, and 

that irreſiſtible air of truth with which ſhe called 
God to witneſs her innocence, he would not, I 
believe, have been touched himſelf, but he muſt 
| have ſeen that every ' honeſt heart would be touch- 


ed and copninced allo. 
But tyrants 8 the force of uature, 
Nor can a Freron e teen 


255 | 210 , 
. 4 


As to. marſhal Kichelfed, and the dale of Villars, 


whoſe protectioũ ret ſo much to undervalue, 
and whoſe'teſtiti6ny Ke'rejeRts; he does hot per- 
: haps know that it was at my houſe they | faw young 
Calas, whom I had the donpur tõ pfeſent to them, 


and that moſt auredty they did not protect him 


till * had * mn after ſoſpend- | 


furniſhed you. with ane of them, was never, | 


by Fanny! by z 
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man gught to do, before his final dec 6 
As to the maſters of r requeſts, | it Ft bat! 
wo. fee whether, after their, forereig! derermingti- 
on, which had confirmed | the in ocen- ce of Calas 
and his family, a Freron ſhould be perivitted 


call i it in queſtion. 2 N 
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Which brought me nei ves nor Fra: 
An honeſt gard'ner came, 7 9 5 205 Dad 5 
And tima d it ſo that evt gurſtt 
Who uiid 00d raid At, hondurdoait © 0: Ho! 


Er m7 8h Ke ard PHEBMR Oe . 
I had a rough ua poliſh d ſtone, 3299019 2 mY 
Which few would deign ta loox vpon ; 
A3 artiſt. ſav the uſeleſs thing, OF Won at 
Ne cut and form d i it to g r | ! . 
Von ſee it: no a diamomi ige, reds Bt 

And brighter than nx maſter ſhige, bar (arts ee 


What nature leaves unkiaiſh'd, art can mend. 10 


Alas! . what ſhould we do without a lend? is wy 


Tuou will eaſily gueſs, my lord biſhop of Mon- 
rouge, to whom thoſe bad verſes are addreſſsd. 
Preſent my compliments to Mr. Favart, whois one 
of thoſe deities who preſide over the genius of 
French gaiety. As it is ten years ſince you wrote 
to me, I I dare n not 7 out eee | 
" 
„ „ nt e ito ud 
T HE ANS W E R. 
©. NGENIOUS Farart, prais'd by thee, 


Fr. Aſpires to immortality, x. 5 
On ev'ry bard whom yo approve, ee 
N Apollo looks with ſmiles of love; 7 6 * 5 
Conſigus the gardens to his care, FD. ot os 
And to adorn his patron's hair, 
He form'd of flow'rs the choiceſt band 


rey 


That fell from thy all-pleaſing band; |; 
A As thou art for his maſter known, 5 N 
 Hecounts thy. treaſures as his own. | F 112 Fea 
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id of of 
Gratitude, to yon z bur bs bas a rimidiry natural $0 
men of genius, and feared it was not worthy of 


your acceptance, Ton will hargly believe that, ig 


ſpite of all his merit, the il · natured world will ot 
allow him to be the author of his own excellent 


works; but maliciouſiy and unanimouſly attribute 


half of them to ® me. I am ſure you will not fall 
into this miſtake, when he uſes your ſtuff to make 
his holiday eloaths of; you don't make! it a point 
to ms him o them. 


L * Fen | 4 1 4 * . 2 
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-P The poblie * «ts: mays the French editor, 


| attributed the moſtdelicate and agrecable parts of Mr. Favart's 


works to M. de 'Voiſenon; and it muſt be acknowleged that 


there is a great ſimilitude of ſtile and manner between the 


Annette and Lubin, the three fultanas and the Bagliſhman at 


Bourdeaux, and: ali the new pieces publiſhed by Mr. and 
Mad. Favart, with whom Mr. de Voiſenon has been a long 
time connected. The author of the Queen ee wir 


apouf, ſo much the worſe fox her, and other 


novels, may very poſſibly have compoſed love Allr _ 
ſmart epigrams. It is Hkewiſe ſaid, that Mr. Favart was not 
the author of Le Chercheuſe Eſprit, a charming little piece, 
and — { attributed to the marquis of P—, wn is cer- 
tainly very capable of writing it. © AS. hike op 

The prediction in the letter conceming the Fairy Us rgelia 
was fulfilled. This piece, ſo ſtrongly talked of, 1 . 


_ defired, and ſorthugbly applauded at court, -wapTrerived very 


coldly at Paris. In ſpite of all the fine habits and decorations 


| beſtowed upon it, it did not — at all. 8 
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